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PEErACE. 



The accompanying work is intended to be a com- 
panion volume to " The Great Adversary," a 
work which was published by the author last 
year. The two are in direct contrast: in the 
one is shown the many and varied artifices by 
which the great enemy of mankind seeks to ruin 
the soul, and, at the same time, the way by 
which we may become *'more than conquerors^ 
through Him who hath loved us ; " while in the 
other is set forth the love of God to ruined 
sinners, a love which reaches from eternity before 
time to eternity after time, and which has been 
so strikingly manifested in the gift of His only 
begotten Son, ^*that we might live through 
Him." 

The character of God is made up of various 
attributes. Some appear to us peculiarly bright 
and cheering, e.g.^ His goodness, His mercy. His 
h 
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Z PREFACE. 

long-suffering. His compassion, and His wisdom ; 
while others appear, to us poor sinners, more 
dark and awful, e.g.^ His holiness. His justice. 
His power, and His knowledge. Now, we may 
not look at these attributes singly, for that would 
give us an entirely wrong impression of God's 
character ; but we must look at them as so many 
parts of one grand whole, and then we shall see 
God as He really is. If we look simply and 
only at God as a God of mercy, that would lead 
to presumption, for then we should only see His 
pity for the sinner, without His hatred of the 
sin. If we look at Him as a God of long- 
suffering only, that would lead to delay, like 
Felix to put off the soul's eternal interests to 
that indefinite and dangerous hour, ''a conve- 
nient season." If we look at Him as a God of 
holiness only, that would lead to dread, for we 
should feel that we never could dwell with 
Him. If we look at Him as a God of justice 
only, that would lead to despair, for if He 
enters into judgment with the sinner, " in 
His sight no man living could be justified." 
But if we look at His mercy and His jus- 
ticel. His holiness and His compassion. His 
power and His longsuffering. His knowledge 
and His goodness together, not as opposed the 
one to the other, but as combining into one 
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PBEFACE. XI 

perfect whole; then we see the true character of 
God, as manifested to ruined man, a God op 
Love. One who can be just to His own 
character, and yet, at the same time, " the 
Justifier of all who belike in Jesus." 

It is in this character, that God reveals Himself 
throughout His own blessed "Word; and it is in 
this character, that the author has endeavoured 
to set Him forth in the accompanying pages. 
He now sends them forth, with the earnest prayer 
that the Holy Spirit of God may make them 
a word of power to every reader, awakening the 
careless, binding up the brokenhearted, com- 
forting the mourner, and building up God's own 
people in the faith of Jesus. 

One word to the Congregation before whom 
these Lectures were delivered, and to whom they 
are dedicated. You will probably see fresh 
matter introduced, and some left out. The 
reason is manifest. Some of the Lectures were 
taken down by a shorthand writer, at the time of 
delivery; others were written afterwards from 
very imperfect notes, and therefore it was 
impossible to transcribe them word for word, as 
they were preached. But all have been carefully 
remodelled, so as to suit the general reader, as 
well as an individual congregation. To one 
thing, the author claims especial attention, that 
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no doctrine is advanced, that is not carefully 
proved from those " Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make us wise unto salvation, through 
faith in Jesus Christ." 
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Joss XT. 9. 

"as the VATHEB hath LOYED MB, so HATE I LOYBD YOTJ t 
OONTINTB TB IK- MY LOYB." 

How impossible is it to comprehend in all its fulness 
the love of Christ, a love which has no commence- 
menty no limit, and no end ; a love which is the same ^ 
yesterday, today, and for ever, boundless, unchanging, ( 
and everlasting. Whatever we may know of it, how- 
ever much we may realize it, still it is only in its 
measure, not in its fulness. How is the mind lost 
when it begins to contemplate that love which led the 
Lord of Glory to leave His throne beyond 'the skies, to 
endure a life of mockery, to suffer a death of ignominy. 
And why ? To save His enemy, to redeem the rebel, 
to bear the sinner's punishment, and to open the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Why, the very 
angelic hosts themselves, who delighted to do His 
bidding, and who bowed with veiled faces before 
the presence of His glory, wonderingly beheld the 
manifestations of His love, but could not compre- 
hend it. It was that love, in itself at once so marvel- 
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2 COMPAKATITB LOVE. 

lous and so mysterious, that awoke their midnight 
melody on Bethlehem's plains, " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." 
It is this love that swells the song which floats, even 
now, so sweetly through the mansions of the just, 
*' Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever." It is this love which 
answers the awakened sinner's piercing question, What 
must I do to be saved ? in tones of pity and mercy, 
" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." It is this love which sheds bright beams 
of hope around the most despairing deathbed, mani- 
festing to the lost one Jesus as the sinner's Saviour, 
a Saviour to the uttermost. It is this love which 
calms the Christian's fears, soothes his sorrows, wipes 
away his tears, and whispers in gentle aecents of a 
Saviour's presence and support, " Fear thou not, for 
I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteousness."^ Ah, and the love of Jesus will 
be the unchanging and undying theme of Eternity's 
new song, a song which shall begin on the morning 
of the first resurrection, never more to end; when 
from the deep blue sea, which has hidden in its wide 
waste of waters the widow's hope and the orphan's 
stay; from Afric's burning and trackless sands, the 
last resting-place of so many unknown to the world 
but never to be forgotten by the Lord; from the 
battle plains, where the conqueror and the conquered 
lie low together, victims to the pride and passions of 
1 iBaiah xli. 10. 
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humanity; when, from snow-capped hill and sun-lit 
vale, from marble mausoleum and green grass-sod, 
shall rise the saints of God; when, louder than the 
loudest thunder, shall roll through heaven's wide vault 
redemption's allelujah, and from the hearts and voices 
of those vast and unnumbered millions there shall rise 
the thrilling shout of victory and triumph, " Oh, death, 
where is thy stiug ? oh, grave, where is thy victory ?** 
Now, the text seems to set forth very forcibly the 
love of Christ in its fultless and in its intensity. The 
Lord Jesus is instituting a comparison between the 
love of God the Father towards God the Son, and the 
love of God the Son toward His people: *^ As the 
Father hath loved me, so have I loved you," as not 
denoting equality, but resemblance; that is, Christ's 
love to those who believe in and love Him is like the 
Father's love towards Christ. Hence we may notice, 

I. The besemblancb between God's love to 
Jesus and Jesus' love to us. 

n. The consequent duty attaching to be- 

LIBYEBS. 

L " Ab the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you." 

In the first place, then, the Father's love to His Son 
vocLsfrom everlasting. There never was a period when 
God did not love Jesus, because that love was 
eternal, coexistent with His deity. That voice from 
heaven, at His bapti^n, '' This is my beloved Son, 
B 2 
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4 COMPARATIVE LOTE. 

in whom I am well pleased,"^ was not the evidence 
of a love which commenced at that time, but only the 
expression of a love which had existed from all eternity, 
and as an audible testimony that Jesus was commis- 
sioned to His office by the Father. So again, on Mount 
Tabor^ at His transfiguration, that same voice, and 
those same words, which so appalled His trembling 
disciples, were but uttered to confirm their belief in 
Him, and to give them a gHmpse of His coming glory, 
when the cross should be exchanged for the crown, 
humiliation for a throne. But we need not argue from 
inference as a proof of the eternity of the Father's love 
for the Son. Scripture clearly shows it. Thus, in the 
Proverbs of Solomon, we find the Lord Jesus Christ, 
under the title of Wisdom, thus speaking : — ** The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of His way, before His 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. Then I was by Him, 
as on^ brought up with Him : and I was daily His delight, 
rejoicing always before Him.'* ^ And if this be not suffi- 
cient, if there should be any doubt as to who is meant 
by Wisdom, then the truth is set beyond the reach of 
doubt by those sublime and heart-touching words of 
our blessed Lord in His almost dying prayer, "Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold my glory 
which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst tne before 
the foundation of the worldT^ 

Now, just so does Christ love His people. He 
has loved them everlastingly. There never has been 
a period when He did not love them. It was this 

» Matt. iii. 17. ' ProT. viii. 22, 23, 30. » John xviL 24. 
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love, tMs everlasting love, which led Him to endure 
the cross and despise the shame, to suffer, bleed, and 
die, in order " to save His people from their sins.** 
Nay more, if Christ had not loved us everlastingly, we 
must have perished everlastingly. We were fallen, 
undone, without strength, and, therefore, helpless ; but 
glorious truth ! it was then that Jesus took compassion 
on us ; while we were yet sinners, and without strength. 
He died for us; He passed by, and saw us in our 
wandering ; He beheld us in our lost condition ; and 
while a broken law demanded vengeance, and truth 
and justice reiterated the awful mandate, " The soul 
that sinneth it shall die ; " while Satan was rejoicing 
in the ruin which he had wrought, and man looked on, 
indifferent and unconcerned as to his awful condition, 
Jesus whispered, in accents of pity and love, " Live ; 
I wiU be the surety ; ** " Deliver his soul from going 
down into the pit ; I have found a ransom for him." 
But that the love of Christ towards His people is from 
everlasting, is sufficiently borne out by the express 
words of Scripture. Thus, in a passage which I have 
ah-eady quoted, in the Proverbs, if by Wisdom there 
speaking be meant the Lord Jesus, then the eternity 
of Christ's love may be confirmed by the thirty-first 
verse. " Rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth, 
and my delights were with the sons of men." So 
again, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."* 
And again, '*Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 
main."^ These passages are sufficient to show that 
* Jer. xxxi 3. ' John xr. 16. 
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6 COMPAKATIVE LOVE. 

the resemblance between the Father's love to Jesns 
and Jesus' love to his people, in its eternity, is 
manifestly clear, in a word, that, " As the Father 
hath loved Jesus everlastingly, so has Jesus loved us 
everlastingly." 

In the next place, the Father's love to His Son 
is without measure; it is boundless. They are 
one in nature, and therefore one in affection. " I 
and my Father are one."^ Now, the greatness 
of the Father's love to the Son has been shown by the 
gifts which He has bestowed upon Him. He has 
given Him the Spirit without measure, "For He 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: 
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto 
Him." 2 He has given Him all things. "The 
Father loveth the Son, and He hath given all 
things into His hand."^ " It hath pleased the Father 
that in Him all fulness should dwell." * Nay 
more, the greatness of this love is evidenced by 
the Father having committed all judgment to the 
Son. " For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth 
Him all things that Himself doeth. For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son."^ Judgment here must be taken 
in its widest sense, not as limited to the final dis- 
pensation of retribution at the last day, but including 
all the previous moral and providential governments 
of the world as necessary thereto. Jesus Christ, as 
the Son of man, is Lord of all. " All power has been 
given to Him in heaven and in earth." He has 
passed away to his Father's throne, angels, autho- 
^ John X. 30. 2 joiin jij. 84. ^ j^im ]^]^ 35^ 

* Col. i. 19. * John v. 20, 22. 
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ritieS) and powers being made subject to Him, to sit 
exalted upon that throne, until His enemies become 
his footstool. But while this judgment is not limited 
to the last day, it is closely and specially connected 
with it, because immediately afterwards we have the 
description of the resurrection, when the voice of 
Christ shall pierce the tomb, and assembled millions of 
small and great shall rise, to stand before the judg- 
ment seat And oh, appalling thought I the terror of 
that hour will be the wrath of the Lamb ; of the Lamb 
who was all gentleness, love, and mercy ; of the Lamb 
slain to wash out the guilt of man. Dreadful reality ! 
In that awful hour, **the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the free men, and the rich men, and 
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, will hide themselves in 
the dens and in the rocks of the mountains : and will 
cry, in the very extremity of terror^ to the mountains 
and rocks to fall on them and hide them." Hide 
them I And from what? From absolute Deity? 
From the angelic hosts, sent forth as unerring minis- 
ters of justice, to separate the wheat from the chaff, 
the good from the bad ? Ah, no I not from them, but 
from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne : that 
appeal of agony which rends with its wild and piercing 
shriek the blue vault of heaven is, '^Fall on us,** 
« Hide us," " Hide us from the wrath of the Lamb," 
"Hide us from Christ, from the crucified . Saviour, 
from the Lamb slain, and slain for us," from that 
piercing but sorrowful glance so eloquent of rejected 
mercies, of neglected opportunities of salvation, once 
within their reach, but now for ever beyond it. Ah ! 
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solemn, heartbreaking thought ! He from whom the 
lost will recoil in that day with such palsied dread and 
such fearful agony, is He who now, in tones of piercing 
entreaty, from His cross of agony and throne of glory, 
invites the weary and dying one to " look to Him, and 
be saved.** 

But as the Father's love is ttntkout measure to 
Christ, so is Christ's love to His people : it knows no 
limits, and can know no end ; in one word, it is un- 
bounded, unsearchable. Astonishing love ! " Greater 
love can no man show than that a man lay down his 
life for a friend : " but Jesus has shown greater ; He 
has shed His blood, He has given Himself for His 
enemies. Astonishing love I However sad the 
thought, however seemingly impossible, or however 
unnatural the truth, yet a mother may forget the very 
instincts of nature, and forsake the child of her pangs ; 
but Jesus cannot forget those for whom He died. 
"Yea, she may forget, but I will not forget thee." 
Astonishing love ! It has heights and depths, lengths 
and breadths. Look at it in its breadth. It is spread 
over the whole Word of God; it breathes iu every 
promise, from that which was uttered in Eden's para- 
dise to that last one which rings so sweetly and hope- 
fully, inviting the thirsty ones to come, and " whosoever 
will, let him take the waters of life freely." Look at 
it in its length, how wide, how immeasurable, it is 
** from everlasting to everlasting:" it commences in 
God's eternal purpose, and is consummated in that far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory laid up for 
those who love the Lord. Look at it in its depth, 
how unfathomable! It can stoop to the lowest 
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depths of human guilt and misery, and rescue the lost 
one as a brand from the fire, and exalt him to ever- 
lasting life. Look at it in its height, it reaches to 
the very throne of God, and brings those who were 
afar off nigh to the "High and Lofty One who 
inhabiteth eternity." It takes those who have washed 
their robes and made them white in a Saviour's blood, 
and places them before the throne of God, "to 
serve Him day and night," pillars in the heavenly 
temple, " to go no more out for ever.** And yet, 
however much we contemplate this love of Jesus, 
however much we may comprehend the faithfulness, 
the truth, the certainty, and security of this love, 
yet how impossible to scan, how impossible to measure, 
this breadth and length, this depth and height ; we can 
only exclaim with the apostle, it "passeth know- 
ledge,'' it is a love which an archangel's mind cannot 
conceive, and which an archangel's tongue could not 
express, boundleae, unlimited, and unsearchable. 

In the next place, the Father's love to the Son is 
without change. This is the Father's character. 
He can know no change; "With Him there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning." ^ True, at 
one time, He seemed not to hear His prayer, when 
from Gethsemane's dark shades there arose that thrice- 
told cry of agony, " Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt," yet it was not so ; that prayer so bitter, so 
complaining, but so resigned, was heard, for " Him 
the Father heareth always ;" and not only heard, but 
answered too, for angels soothed his bitter agony, and 
* James i. 17.^ 
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10 COMPAIU.TIVB LOTB. 

strengthened Him from heaven. True, at one time 
Hb love seemed to have been withdrawn from Wm^ 
when hanging upon the accursed tree, a bleeding and 
innocent victim, all nature quailed before that cry, so 
intensely lamentable, "My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?" but it was not so, the Father 
loved Him always. It was necessary for Jesus, as the 
sinner's surety, to undergo the dreadful sentence of 
exclusion from the Father's presence for a season, in 
order to save the sinner from eternal exclusion from 
the presence and favour of God. Nay more, the 
apparent suspensions of the Father's love, were but the 
necessary means of accomplishing His purposes of love 
towards the Saviour Himself. " For it became Him 
for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through sufferings." ^ 

So Christ's love to His people is unchangeable, it 
" is the same yesterday, today, and for ever;" a love 
which knows no variation. True, there are times 
and seasons in the experience of God's people, when 
the Lord seems to withdraw His love, but it is not so ; 
He may for wise and gracious reasons, which mortality 
can never fathom, withdraw from us His spiritual pre- 
sence for a season, but He can never withdraw His 
love ; nay, every trial however multiplied, every 
sorrow however bitter, every affliction however varied, 
and every chastisement however severe, are but tokens 
of His love, His unchanging and enduring love : yea, 
in their very bitterness, they but echo the solemn 
truth, " As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." 
> Heb. ii. 10. 
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Oh, do I speak to any who have been under the 
afflicting hand of Providence ? Are you looking upon 
your many sorrows, as if they were evidences of the 
Lord's changing love toward you ? Be not cast down, 
be not deceived, the love of Jesus towards His own can ^ 
never change ; your trials and sorrows are but means 
of weaning you more from the world, to rest more on 
Jesus. Christian wife, thy husband has passed away ; 
the place that knew him, knows him again no more for 
ever ; all around you is desolation, all within is bitter 
sorrow ; think you^ that Jesus loves thee not ? 
Cannot you yet realize, " Thy will be done " ? Oh, 
listen to His voice ; He tells you, your idol was there ; 
He tells you He wanted your heart, your whole heart ; 
He bore away the idol to happiness and heaven, and 
now whispers to thy soul, " Let thy widows trust in 
MB." Christian husband, thy wife was taken from 
thee at a stroke ; she was the partner of thy joys, the 
soother of all thy cares ; art thou repining, as if the 
Lord had withdrawn from you that love, the realization 
of which has filled your heart with joy and your soul 
with peace ? On thy bitter trial there is traced, " God 
is love;" and though now you realize it not, yet when 
you meet again before the throne, never more to part, 
but unceasingly to sing redemption's song, you will not 
only say, but fully feel, " He hath done all things well." 
Christian sister, thy brother sleeps in Jesus. Has 
the piercing cry issued from thy bursting heart, " Lord, 
if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died " ? 
Are you mourning, as though some strange thing had 
happened unto you ? It is Jesus ; He tells you of a 
better land. He points you to a better home. He assures 
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12 COMPARATIVE LOVE. 

you of a bright and happy day, when thy brother shall 
rise again, bright, glorified, and immortal. Christian 
parent, thy children have faded away one by one, and 
now you are childless ? you watched them one by one, 
as the last breath was drawn, and the last sigh heaved, 
and you thought there could be no consolation on 
earth; like Eachel, you wept for your children, and 
refused comfort, "because they are not." But oh, 
listen, they are at peace, encircled in the arms of their 
Saviour ; at peace, amid scenes of joy, where sorrow 
and pain can never assail them ; at peace with Christ, 
waiting to come again with Him, to be reunited with 
you, to spend an eternity of glory, in that bright and 
holy kingdom which eye has never seen, and which ear 
has never heard, and which heart has never conceived, 
but which has been purchased by the precious blood- 
shedding of Christ, and prepared before the foundation 
of the world for those who are the blessed of the Lord. 
No, dear friends, the Lord may and will try the 
righteous, but He will never take away His love. 
"The mountains shall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved ; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." ^ 

In the last place, the Father's love for the Son is 
vnthout end. This He has shown by exalting Him to 
sit upon His throne, as the reward of His humiliation, 
" giving Him a name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
1 Isaiah liv. 10. 
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Lord, to the glory of Grod the Father." And mark 
you, though this glory of the Saviour is not yet con- 
summated, and will not be till His return as a King, 
yet His present exaltation to His Father's throne, is 
the earnest of it ; nay, more, it is the pledge that His 
Father's love can never end; that as it began in 
eternity, so it shall be swallowed up in eternity, un- 
changing and unending. And oh, what a scene will 
that be, when the Lord Jesus is manifested in His 
glory, riding upon His cloudy chariot, '* on His head 
many crowns," " going forth conquering and to 
conquer." Then, those who have loved Him shall 
receive their reward, and those who have hated Him 
shall wail in agony before Him ; then Israel shall be- 
hold in His glorified visage, that which once was so 
marred, and Him whom once they so despised; and, 
their weeping turned to joy, their misery into gladness, 
the wild echo of triumph shall ring from hill to hill, 
« Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ." Then all 
kings of the earth shall fall down, and do Him service. 
Then Antichrist shall be *^ consumed with the breath 
of His mouth, and be destroyed with the brightness of 
His coming." Then Satan shall be cast down into the 
bottomless pit, and the seal set upon him. Then ^' the 
sinners in Sion shall be afraid, and fearfulness shall 
surprise the hypocrites." Then shall be proclaimed 
far and wide, by great voices from heaven, Satan's 
destruction, and Jesu's enthronement, '' The kingdoms 
of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and His Christ, and He shall reign on the earth." 
Then, far above nature's disorganization, and the 
crash of this world's dissolution, shall rise the first 
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glad chant of perfect and universal harmonj^ ^* Alle- 
lujah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." 

But as the Father's love to Christ is wUfunU endy so 
is Christ's love to us, it endures for ever ; " His 
gifts and callings are without repentance;" <' Having 
loved His own, He loves them to the end.'*^ " This 
is His Father's will which hath sent Him, that of 
all which He hath given Him He should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
daj ;''^ t. «., at the first resurrection-day, the resurrec- 
tion of the just ; the day, when ^^ unto th^n that look 
for Him, shall Jesus appear a second time without sin 
unto salvation." Oh, how sweet is the thought to the 

f^rue Christian, that nothing can separate him from the 
love of Christ ; the cord of sympathetic union which 
binds the believer to his Lord, can never be snapped 
asunder; tribulation, with all its varied sorrows; 
famine, with all its multiplied woes ; the sword, with 
its accumulated horrors ; persecution, with all its 
bitterness; Satan, and his powers of darkness, may 
continually assail us, and cast over this life's scene 
much of gloom, darkness, and even despair, but stiU 
the Christian, leaning on his beloved, may be per- 
suaded th<it none of these can separate him from his 

[ Saviour ; nay, rather, that they are only working out 
for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

I glory, while he looks not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen ; yea, though 
all around us be darkness, and all within be desolation, 
yet faith may rise superior to this world's strifes and 
discords, and soar on eagle's wing to the very throne of 
1 John xiiL 1. * Jrfin vL 39. 
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God ; and there, amid that unnumbered host of bright 
and faultless ones, wake even now the paean of everlast- 
ing victory ; " Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and glo ry 
in the Grod of my salvation." '" 

Having seen the resemblance existing between the 
love of the Father towards the Son, and the love of 
the Son towards His people, let us see, 

n. The believeb's consequent duty. 

It is to continue in the love of Christ, ^' Continue ye 
in my love." The argument is this, that as Christ's 
love to us has be^x unmerited, unbounded, unchanging, 
and unending, so ought our love to be to Him. We 
are not only to love Him, which every Christian does 
and must do, but to caniinue in that love, and to 
manifest that love by seeking to live to His glory. 

But to look more closely into this ; the expression, 
'^ Continue ye in my love," implies a warning against 
declension. This was the charge brought againaiv the 
Church of Ephesus ; we find the Lord of glory com- 
mending her for her patience, indeed, for all her 
many virtues, but at the same time, in notes of 
mournful cadence, reproving her for her declining 
love. '^ Notwithstanding, I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love."^ But alas, 
alas, the Church of Ephesus is not a solitary instance 
of declension ; of how many of God's people might the 
Lord say, as He did of her, ^* I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love." How 
many are conscious of ardour succeeded by coldness, 
and enthusiasm exchanged for lukewarmness ; how 
many are constrained to exclaim, 
* Bev. ii. 4. 
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'< Where is the hlessedness I knew, 
Whep first I saw the Lord ? 
Where is the soul reviving view. 
Of Jesus and His word ? ** 

Believe me, declension is soon visible in everything, 
but nowhere so visible as in the believer's own heart ; 
and, oh, what a plague-spot of sorrow is planted there, 
sorrow lasting as time ; and were it not for the all- 
atoning blood of Christ, it would be sorrow lasting as 
eternity. My friends, the love of a Christian towards 
his Saviour, though it may somewhat abate in its first 
impulsive ardour, yet settles down into a fervent, deep 
and settled principle, a principle which actuates the 
heart, and influences the life, and becomes the all- 
constraining motive of action. " The love of Christ 
constraineth me.'* A love, which though it but too often 
grows cold, ought rather to grow deeper and deeper ; 
in a word, the Christian's object ought to be earnestly 
to seek to realize the appeal of the once fallen, but 
restored, apostle, " Lord, thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee;" to know that we may con- 
fidently appeal to Him, whose eye, like a flame of fire, 
can glance into the hidden secrets of our souls ; to 
feel that He, before whom all hearts are open, 
knows that we love Him; this is to continue in 
Christ's love, this is to " abide in Him," this is to 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God, this is " to have 
confidence, and not to be ashamed before Him at His 
coming." 

Again, the expression, " Continue ye in my love," 
implies, continue in the manifestation of that love* 
Now, a Christian manifests his love to Christ, by a 

REGARD TO HIS COMMANDMKKTS. "If ye love me," 
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says our blessed Lord, "keep my commandments;" 
and again, " He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." * The ques- 
tion, therefore arises, what are some of the special 
commands given by our Lord to His people? The 
first which I would mention, was almost His last 
command, the expression and memorial of His dying 
love, " This do in remembrance of me ;^^ it was 
given at a season of great mental suffering; His 
hour of woe was fast approaching, the agony of 
Gethsemane loomed darkly in the horizon ; it was the 
night of His desertion by those who loved Him, the 
night of His betrayal ; yea, on " the same night in 
which He was betrayed." Yet in the midst of His 
suffering, all thought of Himself seems to have vanished 
away, and love, surpassing love, was manifested 
towards His people, in the institution of that holy 
supper, as a lasting memorial of His death and passion, 
and which has been, and still is, the strengthening and 
refreshing of the believer's soul. The man who pro- 
fesses to love Jesus, and yet never partakes of the 
elements of His body broken and blood shed, must 
either be content to live at a great and measureless dis- 
tance from Christ, or he must have such unclear views 
of that holy sacrament, that he trembles and fears to 
partake of it. It is not, as many seem to think, a sort 
of trap to catch the unwary, but rather a table spread 
in richest love for the humble and believing Christian, 
whether weak or strong in the faith ; it is to the soul, 
what ordinary bread and wine is to the body, its com- 
fort, its strength, its support ; it is there that that love 
1 John xir. 15, 21. 
C 
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is reflected which was manifested so fully and so mar- 
vellously on Calvary ; it is there that we are called 
to remember an absent Lord, and to long for His 
return. There is no qualification needed, except the 
conscious feeling, I am a sinner, but Christ is my 
Saviour. I desire to run from myself, and be found 
in Jesus without spot, and blameless. And see how 
sweet is the promise attached to the remembrance of 
Christie command, " He that loveth me, shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself unto him." * 

A second command of the Saviour's to His people is, 
to love the brethren. " This is my commandment, that 
ye love one another as I have loved you. These 
things I command you, that ye love one another." 2 
Love for the brethren, is one' of the surest evidences 
of true discipleship, it is one of the signs of the in- 
dwelling of God's Spirit in the soul. " The fruit of 
the Spirit is love."^ "By this shall all men know- 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another." ^ " We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren."^ It 
is most important to bear this in mind, because, if 
there be not Christian love. Christian kindness, and 
Christian sympathy, existing between us and all 
those in whom we recognise the likeness of Christ, 
there is no evidence of our belonging to Christ at all, 
" for if we love not our brother whom we have seen, 
how can we love God whom we have not seen?"^ 

1 John xiv. 21. ^ John it. 12, 17. 

3 Gal. V. 22. * John xiii. 35. 

5 1 John iii. 14. * 1 John iv. 20. 
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Nay, more, we want the mark that we are meet for the \ 
inheritance of the saints in light; we are destitute of J 
that grace, which is the ruling element of heaven, 
animating every heart, tuning every voice, and waking 
that unceasing and everlasting song, which none can 
sing except those who have been redeemed from the 
earth, through the blood and righteousness of the 
Lamb. Sweet thought, in that home beyond the skies, 
where the waiting child of God longs to be, there, there 
is no distinction of sect or party ; there, the harsh 
notes of controversy never disturb heaven's harmony ; 
there, all strife and discord, all unkind feelings and 
nnjust conclusions, are for ever silenced; one mark 
characterizes that faultless congregation, it is the pos- 
session of that robe, ,all pure and white, because 
washed in a Saviour's blood ; one object is the centre 
of all their joys, the theme of all their praise ; it is 
Jesus, the Lamb slain, and slain for them ; one chord 
of sympathy binds every soul, and that chord is love, 
even love, wide and lasting as eternity. 

One other command of the Saviour to His people is, 
to seek the salvation of others. " Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." 
This was the Saviour's very last command before He 
ascended to glory, and shows that His last thought on 
earth was the salvation of those for whom He came to 
die. I am fain to confess, that I cannot comprehend 
that religion which professes to love the Saviour, and 
yet does not assist to the utmost, missions both at home 
and abroad. My friends, Christ died for all men, 
without respect of persons, shade, clime, or colour ; His 
salvation is extended to the rich and poor alike, to the 
c 2 
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wliite man and black man alike ; and when we stand 
before the throne, we shall find it is not rank or colour, 
riches or poverty, but humility of heart alone, that 
exalts us nearer to the Saviour in His kingdom. Ah, 
in the dark and crowded alleys and courts of our 
vast Metropolis, where vice and filth struggle for the 
mastery ; in China's hitherto unvisited and mysterious 
land, in Afric's trackless and unexplored deserts, in 
India's boundless wastes, there exist millions of dying, 
but immortal souls; millions for whom the Saviour 
travailed, millions who must meet us before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ, to witness, alas, against but too 
many of us, " No man cared for my soul." What are we 
doing for these ? Are we seeking to carry the Gospel 
to those at home who will not come to seek it ? Are 
we sending abroad the sound of a Saviour^s love to 
those who have never yet heard of a Saviour's name ? 
Believe me, if we are not helping forward this great 
and glorious work, with our prayers, our means, and to 
the utmost of our opportunity and power, we may be 
professing to love the Saviour, but at the same time 
practically denying it, by disobeying His command, 
and by not seeking to bring joy to Him who wept 
tears of sorrow over the obstinacy of the lost, and who, 
when the sinner is brought out of darkness into light, 
" sees of the travail of His soul, and is satisfied." I 
might mention many other commands, but I forbear. 

Sufier me to speak, however, one word of startling 
warning to those who do not love Jesus. You are a 
dying and ruined soul. Not to love Jesus, is to be 
still in your sins ; not to love Jesus, is to be under 
the wrath of God; not to love Jesus, is to be un- 
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converted; not to love Jesus, is to be lost, to be 
accursed, to be excluded from that kingdom where all 
are holy and happy for ever ; not to love Jesus, is to be' 
cast down into that abode of darkness, where all is 
misery and despair ; to be driven away in your wicked- 
ness, a miserable cast-away, for eternity. " J£ any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema 
Maran-atha." * I beseech you, poor perishing soul, 
" Flee from the wrath to come ;" " Seek the Lord while 
He may be found, call on Him while He is near," lest 
" He swear in His wrath, that ye should not enter into 
His rest." 

* 1 Cor. xvL 22. 
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John ni. 16, aio> i Johk iy. 9. 

•* POE GOD so LOVED THB WOBID, THAT HB GATE HIS OITLY 
BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOBOETEB BELIE VETH IN HUC 
SHOULD NOT PEBISH, BXTT HAVE ETSBLASTING LIPB." 

" IN THIS WAS MANIFESTED THE LOVE OF GOD TOWABD ITS, 
BECAUSE THAT GOD SENT HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON INTO 
THE WOBLD, THAT WE MIGHT UYE THB0X7GH HIM." 



The thrilling and agonising question, which is drawn 
from the broken heart of the awakened sinner, " What 
must I do to be saved?" ** Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord ?" could never have been answered 
by the light of nature. The means by which man, as 
a fallen and polluted creature, lying under sentence of 
condemnation, could be brought nigh to an offended 
Grod, was a mystery which mortal reason could never 
solve, and which mortal intellect could never pene- 
trate ; it required, therefore, that a plan of salvation 
should be revealed by God himself, a plan, by which 
mercy and truth might meet together, and righteous- 
ness and peace might kiss each other. This plan, so 
marvellous, but yet so merciful, is unfolded in the 
text, where we see God the Father manifesting His 
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love toward a ruined world, in the gift of His only and 
well-beloved Son, sparing not His own Son, but freely 
giving Him up for us all, and thus proclaiming Himself 
the infinitely Holy and Just One, but, at the same time, 
" the justifier of all who believe in Jesus." "God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." " In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because that God sent His only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him." 

We see, then, in the first place, the source of the 
dnner^s salvcOwn; it is the Father's love, "God so 
loved the world;" in a word, salvation from first to 
last, is of the Father's love. Look at it in its com- 
mencement; it did not commence in time, it was only 
displayed then, it had existed long before ; it did not 
commence when God created man in His own pure 
and holy image, and placed him in Eden's paradise, a 
sinless and immortal being; it did not commenee at 
the fall, as if an unforeseen remedy had been provided 
at the moment for an unforeseen accident ; for the fall 
and the remedy had both been foreseen and provided 
from all eternity. No, God's love, like Himself, knows 
no commencement, and can know no end. It has 
glowed in His bosom from all eternity ; it is a love 
which never withers, and which can never die; it 
commences in the unfathomable eternity, and is swal- 
lowed up in the boundless ocean of eternity ; it begins 
in the Father's everlasting choice, and is consummated 
in eternal glory ; in one word, the love of God is an 
everlasting love. "I have loved thee with an ever- 
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lasting love, therefore, with lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee." * 

Again, the Father's love was a distinguishing love; 
it passed by angels, and was extended to man. When 
the angels fell, they fell for ever ; no tones of redemp- 
tion ever sounded in their ears ; no echoes of salvation 
ever reached their abode of darkness ; all above them 
was wrath, abiding wrath, and all around them desola- 
tion, misery, and ruin. But when man fell, a rebel 
against his God ; when there had sunk into the lost 
one's soul, the awful consciousness of his own utter 
undoing, there pierced through the gloom and darkness 
which Satan had cast over God's creation, bright and 
glorious beams of love, ** The seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head ;" a promise completely fulfilled 
when, after having spoiled principalities and powers, 
Jesus ascended up on high, leading captivity captive, 
amid the exulting acclamations of heaven's rejoicing 
hosts, '' Lift up your heads, eternal gates ; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King of Glory 
shall come in." Marvellous distinction ! amazing con- 
trast ! on the page of the fallen angel's past history 
there is traced, in letters of fire, and echoed in tones 
of fearful wrath, " God spared not the angels that 
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" * 
(2 Peter ii. 4) ; while, on the page of man's past 
history there is traced, in letters of blood, and echoed 
in tones of sweetest love, " God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlast- 
1 Jer. xxxi. 3. 2 2 Pet. ii, 4. 
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ing life.** A distinguisLing love, which from that 
hour to this has known no change, and never can; 
which sx)eaks now, as it spoke then, with the same 
piercing distinctness, pointing to the lost one's only, 
hut certain hope, "Behold the Lamb of Grod, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.** * 

Again, the Father's love is a condescending love. 
He was the high and loftj One inhabiting eternity. 
Before Him, the bright and sinless hosts of heaven 
bowed with veiled faces, not daring to look on His 
glory. In Himself, He possessed every stream of 
happiness and joy ; man's misery, or man's salvation, 
could not take from, or add to, that happiness. " Our 
goodness extendeth not to Him ;** and yet the great 
and holy God stqpps from the throne of His glory, to 
look upon and pity the sinner, proclaiming to him in 
his fallen condition, the glad tidings of salvation, lifting 
up before his very eyes a Saviour crucified, and 
crucified for him ; yea, " God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us." ^ And oh, how sweet is the thought to 
the believer in Jesus. Our Father in heaven con- 
descends to our infirmities, and our wants ; He knows 
all our temptations, and all our necessities, and though 
He is the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity, 
yet He condescends to dwell in the lowly and contrite 
ones ; and why ? oh, listen, " to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.** 
Sweet truth ! I may be oppressed with the sense of 
manifold shortcomings, and manifold sins, yet He who 
creates the fruit of the lips, peace, peace, to him who 
is afar off, and to him who is near, whispers forgiveness 
t John L 29. * Bom. t. 8. 
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to my conscienoe-stricken spirit, and pours upon mj 
troubled soul, like balm upon the waters, words of 
consolation and hope. ^^ If anj man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
and He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." ^ 

Again, the Father's love is unparalleled. Nay, 
you may search the records of bygone ages, and glance 
through the pages of this world's history ; and though 
here and there the eye rests on some bright and beau- 
teous instances of self-denying love, yet nowhere do we 
aee a love like God's : it has no parallel. The love of 
woman is passing strange. The love of a mother for 
her new-bom infant is that which no language could 
describe, and which only experience can understand. 
David's love for Absalom was "exceeding great,** but 
it was the love of a father for a son. David's love to 
Jonathan and Jonathan's love to David was lovely, 
beautiful, and pleasant, but it was the love of a friend 
to a friend ; whereas the love of God toward us was 
a love of compassion and mercy to an enemy, mani- 
fested in the awful sacrifice of His own dear Son. 
"In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, in that He gave His only-begotten Son." My dear 
friends, we have but to look around us, and on every 
passing object we see traced indelibly and unalterably, 
"God is love." The very providence which has 
steeped our hearts in bitterness and desolation bears 
on its stroke the impress, " Grod is love." The afflic- 
tion that places us on a bed of sickness, and curtails, 
as we may fancy, all our usefulness, turns the eye of 
laith inward to see that " God is love ; " but oh ! it is 
1 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
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when we stand in Gethsemane's garden, and witness 
that wreatling mortal agony; it is wLen we behold 
the bleeding and djing Saviour pouring out His life's 
last breath in words of thrilling import, "It is 
finished ! " it is then that we see in all its intensity 
and in all its marvellousness the glorious and un- 
paralleled truth, "God is love;" yea, there all is 
love, love unknown, love unparalleled, love that fills 
one's heart with gratitude and one's soul with peace. 
" Herein is love : not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." ^ 

And yet once more. God's love is unbounded. It 
was not love manifested towards one here or one 
there, but toward all mankind, toward all the world, 
the rich and poor alike, the monarch and the beggar 
alike, the old and young alike, the white man and the 
black man alike : " God so loved the world^^ irre- 
spective of persons, rank, tongue, or dime ; emphati- 
cally, THE WORLD. And this is most important to 
bear in mind, because it shows us thal^ though God 
hates sin, yet He loves the sinner ; His hatred for sin 
and His love for the sinner are both manifested in the 
death of Christ. On the one hand, we see that God 
so hated sin that nothing could satisfy His offended 
justice and holiness but the sacrifice of His own pure 
and innocent Son; and on the other hand, God so 
loved the sinner that He, rather than he should 
perish, gives His beloved Son to die in the sinner's 
stead and as the sinner's surety. It shows us, too, 
that Jesus did not die for the elect alone, but that He 
» 1 John iv. 10. 
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tasted death for everj man, that He is the Saviour 
of all men ; in one word, that He is a propitiation^ 
not for believers' sins only, but for the sins of the 
whole world. Ah! then, if this be so, who can be 
beyond the reach of the Father's love ? Who can say 
he has no interest in the Saviour s death ? Do I speak 
to such a one, one on whom Satan is pressing down 
the darkness and gloominess of despair? Oh! my 
friend, why urge that you are beyond the reach of 
God's boundless love? He loved the world, and 
therefore He loves you ; nay, more, He would not 
that you should perish. Listen to His thrilling accents 
of pity and complaint. Sinner, turn ; why will ye die ? 
Why urge that you have no interest in the Saviour's 
death? He died for every man, and therefore He 
died for you ; if He be not your individual Saviour, it 
is not from any unwillingness in Him, but in you: 
" Ye will not come to Him^ that ye might have life." He 
" has come to seek and to save the lost." His invita- 
tion of mercy is free, full, and universal : " Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come to the waters ; and he that hath no 
money, come, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price." Why then despair ? 
I entreat you to look through God's own Word. " Search 
the Scriptures," and you will find no need to despair on 
this side eternity: it can never be too late to repent, 
never too late to flee to Christ, never too late to expe- 
rience the power of redeeming grace. Why then 
despair ? Jesus does not say to you in your misery, 
" Depart," but He entreats you, " Come to me." The 
virtue of His precious bloodshedding loses none of its 
atoning efficacy because it has cleansed so many; it 
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can cleanse you, and will yet cleanse the last jewel 
that shall be added to the casket of the Lord. True, 
you may have been even worse than, in your despair, 
you fancy yourself to have been ; but still the door of 
mercy is not yet shut, still the fountain is open for 
sin and uncleanness, still Jesus entreats you, " Wash, 
and be clean," still Jehovah invites you in tones of 
love and peace, ^* Come, let us reason together, saith 
the Lord : though your sins be as scarlet, I will make 
them white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." (Isa. i. 18.) 

This leads us now to the manifestation of the 
Father's love. "In this was manifested the love of 
God towards us, because that God sent His only- 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him." In this, that is, in the gift of the 
Saviour. Hence we see that the gift of Christ, as the 
Saviour of a ruined world, was the manifestation, not 
the commencement, of the Father's love: "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son." 
In a word, therefore, the gift of Christ was but the 
expression of God's love, and the magnitude of the 
gift was but the measure of that love. Ah ! what 
volumes are contained in those few words, God so 
LOYED THE WORLD; what touguc Can tell, or what 
thought can conceive the height and depth, length 
and breadth of that love ! a love passing knowledge, 
whose intensity alone could find egress in the sacrifice 
of His dear Son ; it is not Jesus died, therefore God 
loved the world, but it is God so loved the world, 
therefore Jesus died. The death and sacrifice of 
Christ were nothing unforeseen, but had been deter- 
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mined in the eternal counsels of God. He was the 
Lamh slain from the foundation of the world. His 
death had been prefigured and foreshadowed by sacri- 
fices and types. Patriarchs and saints of bygone ages 
had offered their sacrifice to God; but while they 
shed the blood of the innocent victim, they rested by 
a prospective faith, on a better sacrifice and blood 
of cleansing, which spake better things than the blood 
of Abel, even the blood of " the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sins of the world." Israel in that 
misery beheld the brazen serpent and lived ; but they 
lived, not because of any efficacy in the serpent of 
brass, but because it was the type of the crucified 
Saviour, yet to be lifted up, to draw all men unt<J 
Him. Prophets sang in rich and noble strains of His 
glory, which should fill all the earth, when every 
kindred, clime, and tongue should confess Him Lord 
of all'; but they told in tones of mournful, yet eloquent 
sadness, of His sufferings too, and pointed sinners of 
past, present, and future generations to Him, as the 
only sure, tried, and precious comer-stone, on whom 
" whosoever believeth shall not be ashamed." And at 
last, when the fulness of time had come, in the purposes 
of God, His Eternal Son becomes incarnate — " The 
Word is made flesh, and dwells among us." Ah I 
what a varied and chequered scene was His short but 
eventful life ! How merciful, yet how despised ; how 
loving, yet how rejected ; how compassionate, yet how 
sorrowful! What sadness and darkness often fell 
upon His soul I What agony of mind oppressed Him ! 
With what strong crying and tears He appeals to His 
Father in secret I How thrilling are those accents of 
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entreaty which rise out of Gethsemane's dark shades ! 
How shameful His judgment, how cruel His condem- 
nation ! And then His death of ignominy, a death of 
unequalled shame and woes ! To be treated as a male- 
factor, to be crushed in His innocence beneath the 
weight of a world's sins, to be subjected to a death 
of lingering torture, to be nailed to the accursed 
tree, lingering hour after hour in calm, patient, but 
suffering endurance, to be deprived of the solace of 
friends, the comfort of His Father's presence ; to hear no 
tones of compassion, no word of love, except from him 
who hung bleeding by His side; to endure all this 
voluntarily : this was the love of Jesus, a love which 
mortal man can never fully comprehend, but which 
will be the burden of heaven's allelujah for ever ; and 
in this love of Christ we see the manifested love of 
the Father. " In this was manifested the love of God 
towards us, because that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that we might live through Him." 

Again, we may catch a glimpse of the magnitude of 
God's love as manifested in that sacrifice of Christ, 
when we consider the greatness of the gift; it was His 
Son, His only Son. " He spared not His own Son, but 
freely gave Him up for us aU." It was His Son who 
had shared His glory from all eternity, the Son of His 
love. Ah ! how impossible it is to describe the love 
which existed between the Father and the Son. How 
impossible to comprehend, much less to explain, the 
force of that truth, " The Father loveth the Son." 
God loves the sun, the stars, the hills, the valleys, the 
mighty ocean, the gently-murmuring rivulet and the 
swiftly-flowing river, — ^yea, all nature proclaims in 
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her course the majesty and glory of God. God loves 
the angels in their unfallen state, and day and night 
unceasingly they chant His praise, " Holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God ; heaven and earth are full of thy glory." 
God loves His children, manifesting to them, in their 
weary pilgrimage, many a bright and glorious glimpse 
of coming blessedness. But God's love to Jesus is 
a different love to these; it is peculiar, it is inde- 
scribable. He was equal to the Father, and, though 
incarnate, yet very and eternal God. He was the 
brightness of His Father's glory and express image 
of His person. Hence the Father's love of the Son 
was the love of Himself. And yet, " God so loved the 
world that He gave his only-begotten Son." He gave 
Himself. He purchases the little flock with His own 
blood. Jesus dies, and, by His death, God is recon- 
ciled, Satan cast out, the sinner redeemed, and the 
kingdom of heaven opened to all believers. Amazing 
love! God does not sweep from off the earth the 
rebel and the sinner, but He redeems him with the 
precious bloodshedding of His dear Son. Amazing 
love ! The King of Glory, before whom angels and 
archangels bowed in adoring love, lays aside His robes 
of majesty, and becomes a man of sorrows, that we 
might live. Amazing love ! He becomes our substi- 
tute, He is made sin, though He knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
Amazing love ! In that visage so marred, in that 
suffering so intense, in that prostrate form, in that 
exceeding lamentable cry, there may be seen the 
magnitude of God's love, and heard echoing o'er hill 
and dale notes of mournful but piercing distinctness, 
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" Behold, how He loved us ! " caught up and re- 
echoed by those angel chimes which rang so sweetly 
and thrillingly on the morning of His birth, " Glory to 
Grod in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men.** 

And here suffer me one moment to pause. What 
think you of sin? How awful it must be if its 
penalty crushed Jesus to the tomb! How terrible 
it must be if nothing could satisfy the offended 
justice and holiness of Grod but the sacrifice of His 
Son, His fellow, the brightness of His glory ! Uncon- 
verted soul, what think you of sin ? It may be you 
never think at all ; but oh ! think today ; "flee from the 
wrath to come." Look how the curse due to sin 
weighed the Saviour down, and oh! reflect how 
terrible will be the weight of that curse throughout 
eternity ; to endure the wrath of God without hope 
of alleviation ; to see traced on those features of 
despair, and to hear in those wails of agony, the 
dread reality that hell is always wrath to come. 
And what think you of Christ ? All the darkness of 
G^thsemane, all the mockery of the judgment hall, 
all the agony of Calvary, was for you. He died for 
you. He lives for you. He pleads for you ; that weep- 
ing, agonizing, crucified Saviour is your only hope ; it 
is in Him that G^ can be just, and yet your Justifier ; 
it is in Him that God becomes a reconciled Father ; 
it is through Him alone that you can obtain pardon ; 
and it is He that cries from His cross of woe to the 
wretched and the lost, "Look unto me, and be ye 
saved ; for I am God, and there is none else." 

In the next place, we see the design of GocTs 

D 
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manifested lave, ^' that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." The 
design is twofold : to save us from hell, and to exalt 
us to glory. The word perish is a word of the most 
awful import. To perish is to be ruined, to be 
wretched, to be undone, to be a castaway. The full 
force of it, therefore, is, to be excluded from God's 
presence for ever, and to be driven away into those 
abodes of misery and despair which God " has prepared 
for the devil and his angels." A lost sinner is not 
annihilated, but he is ruined for ever; he must live 
for ever a never-dying death ; he must be for ever 
beneath the withering curse and dreadful wrath of 
God ; he must be for ever tormented by a sleepless 
conscience, a prey to agonizing despair, and a stranger 
to the faintest ray of hope. Eternity will roll round 
in its never-beginning and never-ending cycles, and 
yet there will be no change ; he that is lost will be 
lost still, and lost for ever. Oh I be not deceived ; 
this has been, and must ever be, the lot of all 
unbelievers; it matters not what their position, or 
how great or seemingly little may be their sins, yet 
to be an unbeliever is to perish ; to be an unbeliever 
is to reject the only remedy, to scorn the only refuge, 
and " he that believeth not shall be damned." 

But see, God gave His Son, not only to deliver us 
from hell, but also to exalt us to glory, " that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life,** And what is everlasting life? It 
is that life which is begotten in the soul, and carried 
on in the soul by the Spirit of God ; it is that life 
which begins from the moment that the sinner is 
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translated out of darkness into light, and from the 
.power of sin and Satan unto Grod ; this spiritual life 
in the soul is the earnest of eternal life ; it is that 
which, once quickened, can never die, but which goes 
on from grace to grace, until grace loses itself in ever- 
lasting glory, yes, everlasting glory! a glory which 
goes on from step to step, increasing in intensity and 
splendour, as the ever-revolving ages of eternity un- 
ceasingly roll by; a glory which knows no change, 
and which can never end. And this is the portion 
of the believer. No matter what may have been his 
past character, yet if he but lays hold on Jesus, he 
lays hold on eternal life. " He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath everlasting life.** In one word, 
therefore, the design of God in giving His Son was 
the sinner's complete salvation : " God hath from the 
beginning chosen us to salvation." Salvation ! What 
a power of thought there is in that word I Men speak 
of it in unconcern, and to many it is but an unmean- 
ing word. And yet it is the bright manifestation of 
our Father's love ; it is like a chain formed of in- 
numerable links of invaluable blessings ; it rescues 
from the depth of inconceivable misery, and exalts 
to the height of inconceivable glory ; it traces on 
every passing object, and rings on every passing 
soufld, " The fashion of this world passeth away ; " 
it beckons to another land, and points to another 
home, where the bright blaze of the noonday sun is 
rendered pale before the bright and glorious splendour 
of the Sun of Righteousness ; while to the eye of faith, 
which pierces the hidden glory beyond the skies, we 
seem even now to join th^ anthem of heaven, and, 
D 2 
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casting our crowns before the tlirone, to wake the 
echoes of eternity with our song of exultation and 
triumph, " Salvation to our God, which sitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever." 

In the next place, we see the condition by which 
this design is secured. It la faithy faith in Christ; 
" whosoever believeth in Him." Here, then, we have 
unfolded the means of a sinner's justification in the 
sight of God; it is by simple faith in a crucified 
Saviour, and by this alone. Simply to believe in 
Christ is to be saved, not to believe in Him is to 
be lost; it is not whosoever doeth, but "whosoever 
believeth in Him, shall not perish," a truth re-echoed 
by the Apostle Paul : " being justified by faith, we 
^ave peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
It matters not how weak our faith in Christy the 
weakest faith is accepted as well as the strongest. 
The leper came to Jesus all doubtfully, — "Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean." The nobleman 
addressed the Saviour in the language of assurance, 
" Speak but the word, and my servant shall be healed," 
Yet Jesus did not accept the strong faith alone and 
reject the weak, but He accepts both, and blesses 
-both: "I will; be thou clean." "According to thy 
faith, so be it unto thee." So now the poor dying 
sinner may come to Jesus ; and though his faith may 
be very weak and trembling, yet he may rest in 
humble reliance on his Saviour's promise, "Whoso- 
ever believeth shall not perish, but have everlasting 
life." Nay, more, faith in Christ is a personal and 
individual act. We shall be judged individually, 
we shall be saved or lost individually, and therefore 
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we must believe on Jesus individually; or, in other 
words, every man, as an individual, must become 
personally and savingly united to Christ, or he can 
never reign with Christ in His coming glory. But 
while we speak of the sinner being justified by faith 
only, we must not lose sight of what is the only 
SAVING FAITH. Saving faith is that which actuates 
the heart and influences the life. Saving faith and 
good works, or, in other words, saving faith and holi- 
ness of life, are inseparable. That faith which does 
not lead to holiness of life is not a saving, but a dead 
one. "Wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead," and "without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord ? " Hence, while the Word of 
Grod teaches us the blessed truth that, as a sinner lost 
and undone, I can do nothing ; and yet that a righte- 
ousness, pure, spotless, and everlasting, has been 
wrought out for me on Calvary; that I have but 
to cast myself on Jesus, and He will clothe me in this 
robe, and make me stand before the presence of His 
glory, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
While it teaches me this, it unfolds to me also the 
heart-searching truth, that the only evidence of my 
acceptance with God is holiness of life ; that to have 
faith alone, without works, is to have the faith of 
devils ; but to have faith which leads to practical 
holiness of life, is to have that which will stand me 
in that awful hour when time shall be no more, and I 
have to stand as I am before the judgment seat of 
Christ ; or, to sum up all in a few words, dead faith 
is that which says. Lord, Lord, but doe3 not what the 
Lord commands ; saving faith is that which not only 
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says, Lord, Lord, but does the will of our Father 
which is in heaven. 

And now the subject suggests one or two very 
important reflections. How ' aggravated must be the 
condemnation of those who reject the Gospel. They 
are without all excuse ; unlimited salvation has been 
placed within their reach; the invitation has been 
addressed to each, ^' Whosoever believeth on TTim 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life ; " " Whoso* 
ever will, let him take of the waters of life freely ; ^ 
*' Whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." It is easy enough to say, I cannot believe ; 
but this is not true : it is not you cannot, but you will 
not. Here, then, is the sinner's condemnation : wilfully 
and determinedly he rejects Christ's great salvation. 
^' This is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, but men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are evil." ^ 

And how ought God's love to us draw forth our 
thankfulness and love ? " Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 
who forgiveth all thy sins, and pardoneth all thine 
iniquities." ^ " We love Him who first loved us." ^ Is 
this the feeling of our hearts ? Is this our experience ? 
Do we really love God ? If we do, it will be evident, 
for love in the heart must be evidenced by the life. 
"Know ye not that ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's."* Love in the heart will be ex- 

1 John iii. 19. • Psalm ciii. 1, 2, 3. > 1 John iv. 19. 
* 1 Cor. vL 19, 20. 
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pressed by the lips. " Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another : and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon Uis name. And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up 
my jewels ; and I will spare them, as a man spareth 
his own son that serveth him." ^ Nay, more, love in the 
heart will be the ruling motive of every action, ripening 
every hour, making us more like Christ, and finally 
merging into that perfect love which is the element of 
that kingdom of blessedness and peace, where faith is 
turned to sight, hope becomes reality, but where love 
shall string every harp, tune every heart, and swell 
every voice to that song of joy, which shall rise and 
fall, softly, harmoniously, and sweetly, for ever and 
ever : yea, even for ever and ever. 

» Mai. ill 16, 17. 
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Matt. xi. 28. 
** OOHX jnrro us, axl tb that labottb, aitd asx hxatt 

LADEN, Ain> I WILL GIVE Y0I7 BB8T." 

Touching and tender as are the words of my text, 
they derive an even more touching tenderness from the 
connexion in which they stand. Our blessed Lord had 
just been denouncing terrible woes against the ungodly 
cities. 

" Then began He to upbraid the cities wherein 
most of His mighty works were done, because they 
repented not : Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida ! for if the mighty works, which were 
done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shalt be brought down to hell ; for if the mighty works 
which have been done in thee, had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But 
I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for 
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the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for 
thee."* 

Their alarming condition leads Him to speak 
of that sovereign grace, which had snatched any 
from their doom, ^^I thank Thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so, Father,. for so it seemed 
good in thy sight."* But, lest the thought of 
God's sovereignty should lead any to despond, 
and to tremble lest that grace should not reach 
them. He at once adds, in tones of the tenderest 
compassion and love, ^^ Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

We have a similar connexion between God's sove- 
reignty and man's responsibility in other passages ; 
for instance, '* All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me, and him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wise cast out ; " and again, " This is the Father's 
will which hath sent me, that of all which He hath 
given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. And this is the will of Him 
that sent me, that every one which seeih the Son, and 
helieveth on Him, may have everlasting life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day."' 

In the text we see certain characters, an invitation 
addressed to them, and a promise connected with that 
invitation. 

And, in the first place. Who are the persons 
addressed f They are spoken of as those *'that 

» Matt. xi. 20—24. « Matt. xi. 25, 26. 

8 John yi, 87, 39, 40. 
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labour and are heavy laden ; ^ and who are they ? 
They probably referred to those who groaned under 
the burden of the Mosaic Law. The Ceremonial Law 
required a great number of sacrifices and ritual ob- 
servances, which to those who could not understand 
their typical meaning, must have appeared most 
arbitrary ; and even to those who looked upon them as 
shadows and types, prefiguring some great sacrifice yet 
to come, must have still been most irksome, and 
an intolerable burden. Now, when our Blessed Lord 
was manifested in the fiesh, as the sinner's Surety, all 
the sacrifices and types were fulfilled in Him. He was 
^Hhe Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ;" 
hence He invites all who were heavy laden with the 
burden of the Ceremonial Law, all who were desiring 
rest and peace, to seek it in Him, who was the Prince 
of Peace, and who was about to " make peace through 
the blood of the Cross." •' Come unto Me, and I will 
give you rest.*' Nay, more ; this was the teaching of 
the immediate successors of our Blessed Lord in His 
ministry. We are told, in the Acts of the Apostles, 
that certain men from Judea had caused much dissen- 
sion and trouble among the brethren in Antioch, 
by urging that there could be no salvation, without 
circumcision, according to the Law. Paul and 
Barnabas at once go to Jerusalem, to consult with 
the elders of the Church concerning the matter, and 
we find Peter thus contrasting, sublimely and beauti- 
fully, the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ: — 
*' Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear? But we 

* 
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believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we shall be saved, even as they."* 
Ah, mj friends, it is through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone that we can be saved. ^^ By grace 
we are saved, through faith." The Gospel has no 
hard provisions, no impossible requirements ; it does 
not speak to the dying sinner in tones of crashing 
thunder, but in echoes of sweetest love ; it does not 
say. Do this or die, Do this and live ; but it is the 
voice of Jesus, from His cross of agony, and from His 
throne of glory, ringing all melodiously and lovingly 
throughout the earth, piercing to the very heart of the 
weary and sinking soul, " Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.*' 

Again, by the heavy laden may be meant those who 
are afflicted^ and in sorrow. This is the common lot of 
all men ; ever since the curse of God fell upon creation, 
''Man has been bom to trouble as the sparks fly 
upwards."^ Mark it well; this is the common lot 
of all men. Trouble is not confined to the righteous 
or to the unrighteous ; both those that reject, and those 
that love the Saviour, experience, in their every day 
course, the truth of the Patriarch's words, '' Man that 
is bom of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble."^ 
Do I speak to one now under sorrow and accumulated 
trial ? to one who has never looked beyond his sorrow 
to the hand that sent it ? to one who feels the Lord's 
chastisement, but has never fled to the Chastiser ? to 
one, in a word, whose conscience whispers oft and 
bitterly, that he is not at peace with God? Has 
1 Acts XT. 10, 11. « Job V. 17. » Job xiy. 1. 
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adversity fallen upon your once prosperous condition, 
leaving you almost homeless and penniless ? Has 
that awful enemy Death trodden the threshold of 
your once happy home, and torn from your hearth and 
your heart, those who were nearest and dearest? 
Does the bitter tear course down your cheek, and the 
Bob of agony burst from your breast, when you call to 
remembrance scenes of joy and love, passed and passed 
away for ever ? Has the history of your past life been 
but a chequered scene, a roll written within and 
without, mourning, lamentation, and woe, varied, may 
be, here and there, but too seldom, with some bright 
and beauteous spot? Are you fleeing further from 
Him who in these sorrows speaks to your soul ? Are 
you looking only at your woe, with a broken heart, and 
not at Him who alone can bind up the heart which He 
hath broken ? My ftiends, all these sorrows^ however 
varied, and however overwhelming, have a voice, 
a voice of love, ringing piercingly from the sky, 
''Come unto Me, all ye that are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest," for "The fashion of this 
world passeth away." 

^ But, perhaps, I speak to some who are believers 
indeed, but who are suffering under the chastening 
hand of their Father in heaven. It may be that one of 
: your chiefest trials arises from the mysteriousness 
.' of God's dealings. AU without may be sorrow and 
bitterness, all within darkness and gloom ; a darkness 
so intense that the eye of faith can scarce pierce 
beyond it. Ton may be able, with the patriarch 
of old, to exclaim, in all holy confidence, ''Thou 
knowest that I am not wicked : " "Show me where- 
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fore thou contendest with me." Yet, believer in 
Christ, " all is well : " it is thy Father Who chastises ; 
thy trouble has an end^ it is that " the trial of thy 
faith, which is much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory, at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ," ^ Nay, more, thy trouble has a voice, 
a voice of sympathising love. " Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and He shall sustain thee."^ Tes, He will 
sustain thee ; He careth for thee ; and oh, it is in 
accents of the tenderest pity, and in tones of the 
deepest sympathy, that He addresses you from the 
throne of His Father, ^^Come unto Me, and I will 
give you rest." 

Again, by those " who labour and are heavy laden," 
may be understood, those who are oppressed ivith a 
sense of sin. This may have reference to true believers 
in Jesus groaning under a sense, either of past sin, or 
of indwelling corruption. " Thou writest," says Job, 
'^ bitter things against me, and makest me to possess 
the iniquities of my youth." ^ It is at seasons like 
these, that Satan takes occasion to harass the believer, 
pressing down on his soul all the burden of past guilt, 
as if it were unatoned for, and as if it were unforgiven. 
But our comfort is, in times like these, we may come 
to Jesus, and while Satan would seek to crush us, we 
may bring all that great load and intolerable burden of 
sin to the foot of the cross, lay it there, and leave it 
there, and realize the sweet promise of a sin-pardoning 
God, ** I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for mine own sake, and will not remember 
ilPeteri.7. « Psahn It. 22. 8Jobxm.26. 
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thy sins." " Yea, I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." 

But it has also reference to a true believer groaning 
under a sense of indwelling corruption; and this must 
always be so, until this corruptible shall put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal shall put on immortality ; 
because, as we grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Christ, so we must grow in the knowledge of our own 
hearts ; and as we gain greater degrees of personal 
holiness, so must our consciences become more alive to 
the evil of sin, and more tender to the first approaches 
of sin. Consequently, when the Christian, in the sight 
of a heart-searching God, when no eye can see, and no 
ear can hear, but God's, begins to look into his actions, 
his motives, and his affections, he will be overwhelmed 
to see how little spiritual mindedness he has mani- 
fested ; how far short he falls of the mind of Christ ; 
and wiU be constrained to exclaim with the Apostle, 
" O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? " But while the Chris- 
tian mourns in sorrow, Jesus whispers, "Comb to 
Me." He points him to the cleansing fountain, 
and bears home to his heart the sweet truth of the 
Scripture, " If we walk in the light, as God is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
aUsin."! 

But the expression, those ^Hhat /a&owr," means more 

than this, it seems to refer more particularly to the 

awakened sinner ; not to the sinner merely convicted 

through fear, as was Felix, but to the sinner spiritually 

1 1 John i. 7. 
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awakened as was the Jailor of Fhilippi : the one 
waved the unwelcome visitor away, waiting for a con- 
venient season ; while the other grasped the present 
moment, and asked in accents of agony, *^ What must 
I do to be saved?" Now, the Jailor is the exact 
picture of the spiritually awakened soul. We see from 
his question, what is the first feeling of the soul 
heavy laden under a sense of sin ; what is the first 
impulse of the sinner, when he sees nothing above, 
beneath, and around him, but the wrath of God : it is 
just this, ** What must I do ? " " Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord ?" He labours to do some 
great thing ; he cannot comprehend free salvation, he 
cannot understand the simple direction; "Wash, and be 
clean : " " Believe, and be saved : " he thinks salvation 
is something to be done, instead of everything to 
receive : it is only when the Holy Spirit has mani- 
fested Christ to his soul, that he sees that he must be 
saved freely, and freely only, that eternal life is the 
gift of God, and that because he has nothing to pay, 
the Lord frankly forgives him all ; it is then, and not 
till then, that he realizes the fulness, the freeness, the 
simplicity and mercy of the Saviour's invitation, *'Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." 

And yet once more, by those who " labour and are 
heavy laden," may be meant all who feel their need of 
a Saviour. It matters not what may have been our 
past character, however sinful ; it matters not what 
may have been our past sins, however great ; yet, if 
we only feel our need of a Saviour, if we only find the 
burden of our sins intolerable, if we are only thirsting 
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after that peace which the world can never give, and 
which it can never take away : then the Lord Jesus 
desires no other qualifications in us, to us He addresses 
His invitation of love, " Come unto Me." It is most 
important to bear this in mind, the only qualification 
necessary for accepting the Saviour's invitation is a 
sense of our needy and a longing after Christ's salvation. 
Ah ! how glorious is the truth, I may have been a 
great sinner in the sight of Grod, yet Jesus does not 
spurn me, but He invites me, " Come to Me." I may 
have lived long in the neglect of Christ's great salva- 
tion, careless about my never dying soul, living on 
regardless of Eternity, yet Jesus does not disregard 
me, He does not bid me depart from Him, but He 
cries to me, "Come to Me." I may be living 
now as a sinner exceedingly before the Lord, 
so vile as to seem beyond the reach of mercy ; 
yet how touching is that voice of love, which breaks 
my stubborn heart. Sinner turn, why will ye die ? 
" Come to Me." I may be even now afar off from 
Grod, pierced by the sharp arrow of conviction, 
awakened, weary, wretched, despairing, yet while the 
world leaves me to myself, I hear echoed on every 
passing sound, and whispered on every passing breath, 
the sweet tones of Him who loved me, " Come nnto 
Me." "I create the fruit of the lips ; Peace, peace to 
him that is afar- ofi^, and to him that is near, saith the 
Lord ; and I will heal him."^ 

Such, then, are the persons to whom the invitation 
of the Saviour is addressed. Let us see now thb in- 
vitation ITSELF, " Come unto Me." And in the first 
, ^ IsaiAh lyii. 19. 
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place, to whom are we to come? Who is it that 
speaks ? It is the Lord Jesus Christ ; it is He who 
invites the weary and heavy laden to come to Him. 
" Come unto Mb :" Me, Lnmanuel, the Mighty God, 
and yet the child born, and the Son given. He who 
addresses this invitation of love, is one who shared the 
glory of His Father before all eternity. One before 
whom angels and archangels veiled their faces. One 
who is Ahnighty to save. One who can overcome 
every difficulty, and vanquish every foe, and make the 
humble believer who rests in Him "more than con- 
queror through Him that loved him.** But while He 
is God, He is also perfect man, one who is "touched 
with the feelings of our infirmities," who "in all our 
afflictions is afflicted," "who knoweth our frame." One 
who has "been tempted in all points like as we are." 
One who has wept bitter tears over the woes of 
Christians, and tears of blood over the obstinacy of the 
lost. He is just the Saviour which we need, God to 
pardon, and Man to pity ; as Man, He looks down 
upon the lost and dying, and entreats them in sweetest 
tones of pity and compassion, " Come unto Me." As 
God, He promises pardon and peace, " I will give you 
rest." With such a Saviour we cannot perish, if we 
will only come to Him, for He is both ''ahU and vMU 
ing to save to the utteemost, them that come to God 
by Him." 

In the next place, what is meant by coming to 
Christ. The expressions coming, believing, looking, 
and beholding, are the same, consequently the several 
passages, " Come unto Me ;" « Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ ;" " Look unto Me ;" "Behold the Lamb 

E 
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of Grody'' mean one and the same thing : it is necessary 
therefore clearly to understand what is meant by 
coming to Christ ? It is just this, the desire of our 
heart after Christ, It is that deep feeling of our 
misery, that sense of want, that aching void, which 
draws from the heart the prayer of agony, "Lord 
Jesus, save me." True, He is not visibly present ; 
true, He is in Heaven, and we upon earth ; true, we 
cannot come before Him actually as the leper did ; we 
cannot touch the hem of His garment as the poor 
woman did ; but still Jesus knows all that is going on 
on earth. He can see us on our knees ; there is not a 
sigh which bursts from the oppressed bosom which He 
does not mark; there is not an aspiration, however 
whispered, which He does not hear ; there is not a 
thought, or a wish, or a desire which flits across the 
mind with lightning speed, which He does not know ; 
our very desire after pardon, though it be not uttered; 
our very longing after salvation, though it be not ex- 
pressed, is Coming to Jesus. He knows it ; He sees 
it ; it is at the will, at the heart, which He looks. 
The faintest desire He will foster ; the weakest faith 
He will cherish ; "the bruised reed He will not break, 
the smoking flax He will not quench ;" for the ac- 
ceptance of His invitation, " Come unto me," is coupled 
with a promise of infinite and surpassing love, " Him 
that Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." * 

In the next place, how must we come to Christ f 

Come as you are, with all your sins upon you, polluted, 

dying, lost ; you cannot make yourselves better ; you 

are not only guilty, but helpless and undone ; to stay 

1 John vi. 37. 
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away from Jesus, with the idea of making yourselves 
worthy of His love, or acceptable to His favour, is to 
stay away from Jesus fob syer. The very first 
step you must take, in the way to heaven, is to 
come to Christ ; He is the way. He is the door. He 
alone can pardon you. He alone can cleanse you, He 
alone can present you faultless before his Father, 
clothed in the robe of everlasting righteousness. Do 
you plead that you are too lost ? that is the very reason 
why you should come to Jesus, for He has " come to 
seek and to save the lost." Do you urge that you are 
too vile I the viler you are, the more you need to come 
to Jesus; He will not reject you, because of your 
vileness, but purge you from it ; He has died for every 
sinner, He invites every sinner, He will not reject a 
single sinner who flees to Him ; wide are extended the 
arms of His mercy ; loud and thrilling is His voice of 
entreaty, " Come unto me." Bitter is His wail of 
lamentation, '^Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life." Are you blind ? He asks you. 
Come, that you may see. Are you naked ? He bids 
you come, that you may be clothed. Are you poor ? 
He invites you, Come, that you may be rich. Are you 
wretched, desponding, despairing ? He intreats you. 
Come, that you may have peace. He says nothing of the 
past. He looks but at the present ; He speaks to every 
sinner, irrespective of character, rank, age, or position, 
^* Come unto me all ye that labour, and I will give you 
rest." " Whosoever tviU^ let him come and take of the 
water of life freely." Again, come to Him in prater. 
Tou cannot see Him, yet you can pray to Him, and He 
E 2 
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can hear you, as if He were personally present* He 
waits to hear your cry for mercy ; He longs to see the 
first desire for pardon kindled in your soul ; He will not 
cast out even the unuttered wish, for His ear is never 
heavy. His heart is always open, His love is ever the 
same; you have but to cry, and He will hear, and 
sooner or later, pour upon your troubled soul Gilead's 
soothing balm, " Thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." 
Again, come to Him in faith* And what is faith ? it 
is just believing what Jesus says, and trusting to His 
word. And mark you. He has said, " Come unto me, 
and I will give you rest." " Look unto me, and be ye 
saved ;" believe it, rest on it, trust to it ; it is the word 
of the Faithful Promisor ; take Him at His word, come 
to Him, look to Him, and H^ will make you realize the 
things which belong to your peace now, as the earnest 
of those bright and untold joys, which shall be the por- 
tion of God's saints, throughout the everlasting ages of 
eternity. And yet once more, come to Him at once. 
Do not delay, time is short, but eternity is long ; life 
is uncertain, but judgment is sure; "Behold, now is 
the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salvation." 
Today, is time, but tomorrow may be eternity. Come, 
then, AT ONCE, come now, come this hour ; there is but 
" a step between you and death," a step between you 
and hell; "it is time to seek the Lord;" seek Him 
now, call upon Him now, accept Him as your Saviour 
now, " lest He take thee away with His stroke, and 
then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." 

In the last place, see the folly of rejecting this 
invitation. To reject it, is to reject salvation, for 
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Jesus is "The way, the truth, and the life; no 
man can come to the Father but by Him." ^ "Neither 
is there salvation in any other^ for there is none 
other name given under heaven among men, whereby 
we must be saved." ^ Jesus is the only Mediator be- 
tween Grod and man, the daysman who can reconcile 
an offended God to the ofiending sinner. " God is in 
Christy reconciling the world to himself." Conse- 
quently, to reject the invitation of the Saviour, is to 
reject the lost one's only hope, and the sinking one's 
only refuge. To reject Jesus, is to reject salvation, 
heaven, all, and to sink one's immortal soul into that 
dark abyss of woe, where the sunlight of Jesu's pre- 
sence never pierces with the faintest ray, that fearful 
and eternal darkness, where no bright beams of hope 
can ever dispel the gloomy mists of everlasting despair ; 
where no voice of love is ever heard; where no pro- 
mise is ever uttered ; where God is acknowledged, but 
blasphemed ; where all is " weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth." 

Let us now see the pbomise annexed to the accept- 
ance of the Saviour's invitation, " I will give you rest." 
And what rest ! even rest enduring both for time and 
eternity. It is rest from the accusations of conscience^ 
that still, small voice of God within, that which is 
often stifled, and which often sleeps, but which can 
never die ; that which often startles the sinner from 
his dream of security in time, and which will wake to 
sleep no more in eternity, to bring up before the eyes 
of the lost one, in all their dark and hideous outline, 
sins long since forgotten, thoughts which left no trace 
* John xiy. 6. « ^cts ir. 12. 
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behind them, opportunities wasted, warnings slighted 
and to brand upon the memory, in letters of fire, the 
appalling truth, conscience sleeps no more fob 
EVEE ! Now, when a sinner is first awakened, his 
conscience at once accuses him; consequently, all is 
fear and dread ; like Felix, he trembles ! he sees not 
God in Christ, a reconciled Father, but a stern and 
holy Judge, who will by no means clear the guilty ; 
he sees himself hell deserving, without hope of escape; 
but when the Holy Ghost leads the awakened soul to 
Jesus, to see in Him his refuge and his hope ; when 
the Holy Ghost enables Him to accept Jesus as his 
Saviour, to believe, and to be saved ; then, conscience 
is at peace, its accusations are silenced, ^^ being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through Jesus 
Christ." And though memory may oft accuse, and 
conscience may oft condemn us, yet in Christ, there is 
rest from the accusations of conscience ; " Who is he 
that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us." ^ 

Again, it is rest from the power of sin. No sooner 
do we come to Jesus, than we are released from the 
power of sin; we are no longer servants of sin, its 
galling chains no longer bind us, its degrading bond- 
age no longer enslaves us ; we are translated into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God ; Jesus has made us 
free, yea, free indeed, " Sin shall not have dominion 
over us, for we are not under the law, but under 
grace." ^ 

Again, it is rest from the dominion of Satan; not 
^ Bom. yiii. 34. > Bom. ri 14. 
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from his temptations, but from his power ; tempt us 
he ever will, even to the end, but in Jesus we 
may hide all safelj, for He has cast around us that 
shield and buckler, against which all the fiery darts 
of Satan fall harmlessly. True, there is not an 
artifice, or device, or wile, which he will not use to 
draw us from our God ; true, he will seek to harass us . 
in every possible way, which fiendish malice and hatred 
can suggest ; true, he will strive to snap asunder the 
cord of union which binds the Christian to his Saviour ; 
but in Jesus, there is rest from Satan's power, and 
security from Satan's temptation. In Jesus, we may 
rest calmly and securely, assured that not even 
** angels, or principalities, or powers, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesiis bur Lord." Again, there is rest in trUniloHon; 
** it is through much tribulation that we must enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." " We must suffer, if 
we would reign." But, though " in the world we shall 
have tribulation," yet, " in Jesus, we may have peace ;** 
He will enable us to realize, that however bitter the 
trial may be, which weighs us down, yet, there is " a 
needs be," that, " as many as He loves. He rebukes and 
chastens;" and He lifts from off the broken heart, the 
burden of oppressive care, by pointing to that bright 
and happy land, where sorrow and sighing can never 
enter, but ** where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest." 

Again, there is rest in the hour of death, in the 
solemn moment when the spirit must return to God 
who gave it ; in that tremendous hour, when all earthly 
stays and props must fail; ah, in Christy there is 
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rest, for the sting of death is gone, the victory 
is gained through Him who loved us; all within is 
peace, calm and holy peace ; all bejond is bright and 
glorious. Death can have no real terrors for the 
Christian, it is but a shadow whose bitterness is 
past, a going home, a falling asleep in Jesus, a joining 
the faultless ones, before the throne of God, to wait 
that hour of triumph, when the glorified saints of all 
past, present, and future generations, shall wake the 
echoes of the skies with the glad song of victory. O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? Again, it is rest in Paradise^ i. «., imme- 
diately after death. The soul does not sleep, but 
immediately, on its separation from the body, passes 
away, to enjoy the foretaste of everlasting bliss. This 
is clearly shown from Scripture; thus, our blessed 
iiord, in answer to the dying thief's prayer, " Lord, re- 
member me when thou comestinto thy kingdom," pro- 
mises to remember him at once, that very day, " Today 
ehalt thou be with me in Paradise." Again, we are 
told, that the beggar Lazarus, immediately on death, 
" was carried by angels into Abraham's bosom." * 
Again, St. Paul urges the same truth, "For to me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain;** " Having a desire to 
depart arid be with Christy which is far better."^ And 
again, the same apostle, in his epistle to the Corinthians, 
tells them, that '< to be absent from the flesh, was to be 
present with the Lord."^ One other passage I may 
quote, even more remarkable than all. " And I heard 
a voice from heaven saying unto me. Write, Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 
*LukexTi.22. ^ ^MLun,2d. »2CJor.Y.8. 
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Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them."* These 
passages plainly show, that there is rest immediately 
after death, to those who have lived and died in the 
LoBD. And yet, once more, there is rest in everlasting 
glory; when the glorified spirit shall put on its resur- 
rection-body, and this corruptible be changed into in- 
corruption, and this mortal into immortality. Then 
Jesus shall appear ''unto them that look for Him, 
without sin unto salvation." Without sin, yes, to the 
glorified saint, sin and its consequences will be for ever 
destroyed. The tear which now dims the eye, because 
of bereavement, affliction, darkness, or sin, shall dim 
the eye no more for ever, for " Gk)d shall wipe away 
all tears from off all faces." The sorrow which now, 
I like some dark and oppressive load, weighs down the 
j heart, shall do so no longer, for sorrow knows no place 
where Jesus is. The disease which now afflicts the 
" body, causing much of suffering, and much of pain, 
shall be heard of no more, for there shaU be no more 
pain. The wail of oppression, and the cry of despair, 
shall never again burst on creation's ear, for the Lord 
has arisen for His people, and there shall be no more 
crying. Death, which plants desolation and misery in 
many a heart, and many a home, shall be destroyed for 
ever; we shall not die any more, but we shall be 
children^ of the resurrection, and children of the king- 
dom ; pillars in the temple of God, inhabitants of the 
new Jerusalem, the manifested sons of Grod; like 
Christ, and ever with Christ, enjoying the sunlight of 
1 Bev. xiv. 13. 
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His presence, breathing the atmosphere of His love, 
and tuning again and again our hearts and voices to 
the praise of Him who loved us, and gave Himself for 
us. Such then is the promise, " I will give you rest." 
The subject suggests a word of wakninq to those 
who reject the Saviour's invitation. Ah I my friends, 
Jesus will not always invite you to come to Him. 
You may reject Him once too often : you may delay 
to listen too long. Now, He is a loving Saviour : now 
He addresses all. Come to me. But when He comes 
again in His glory, and all nations and kindreds 
are gathered before Him, He will address you in 
tones of terrible wrath. Depart from me. Fearful con- 
trast 1 The loving Saviour, instead of saying, Come^ 
will cry. Depart, Appalling alternative ! to refuse to 
come, is to choose " everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His 
power." Once more then, ere it be too late for ever, 
listen to the invitation of the Saviour, " Come unto 
me, and I will give you rest ;" for. Oh think how ter- 
rible, how inexpressibly terrible to be driven away 
from Jesus, in whose presence alone there is life, and 
joy, and peace. 

) Q^ The subject abo speaks to those who have accepted 
the Saviour's invitation, it is to " learn of Him who is 

) ) meek and lowly," to sit at Jesus' feet. It is there that 
I you will learn best the vanity of all earthly things ; it 
is there that you will learn the preciousness of Christ ; 
it is there that you will learn to grow in grace ; it is 
there that you will learn the blessedness and the happi- 
ness of holiness ; and it is there that you will be made 
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** meet for the inheritance of the saints in light :" for 
to sit at Jesus' feet, is the first and safest place in the 
heavenly school, the " good part" which Mary chose, 
and which shall not be taken away from any who, like 
her, choose it too. 
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JoHir y. 40. 

" AJTD TB WILL NOT COME TO ME, THAT TB HiaHT 
HAVE LEPE." 

These words were addressed primarily to the un- 
believing Jews, reproving them for their obstinacy in 
the rejection of Jesus as their Messiah; it is one similar 
to the Saviour's weeping lamentation over Jerusalem, 
'^O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that stonest the 
prophets, and slayest those that were sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thee, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not.'* But in a secondary sense, it may be applied to 
unbelievers of every age, illustrating in a very remark- 
able manner man's bespoksibilitt, implying that the 
cause of a sinner not being saved, is from something 
in himself alone ; that, in a word, he ''will not come to 
Christ, that he might have life." 

It is a sad and painful thought, that, while pardon- 
ing mercy is extended to the very vilest, so many 
should refuse it ; sad thought I that while a full, free, 
and perfect salvation is placed within the reach of 
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every sinner, so many should, if they do not altogether 
disregard it, yet live on entirely in the neglect of it. 
It was the same in the Saviour's life-time, multitudes 
thronged around Him, but how few had their hearts 
changed ; thousands pressed eagerly towards Him, to 
see His miracles, and to be partakers of His mercy, 
yet how few believed on Him. Although such elo- 
quence as His never fell from mortal lips ; although 
" He spake as never man spake f although miracles 
of mercy and love enforced His words, yet man looked 
on unmoved, drawing from the Lord of life and glory 
the bitter and agonising complaint, " Te will not come 
to me that ye might have life.** 

The text points out The Soukce op Life, and 
Man's awful BEsPONSiBiLiTr in the bejectton of 
THIS Life. 

And, First: Christ is the Source or Fountain 
OF Life. "Ye will not come unto Me, that ye might 
have life." " With Thee is the fountain of life." In 
the first place then, Christ is the Fountain of Life 
Judicial. Every man is born into the world under 
the curse of a broken law, because he is born in 
Adam's nature sinful and depraved, " behold, we are 
shapen in iniquity, and conceived in sin." When 
Adam fell, he begat a son not in the likeness of his 
innocence, but in his fallen likeness, and hence this 
sinful nature and its consequences have passed upon all 
Adam's posterity, " In Adam all die." Nay more, we 
are all under the law to God as our rightful Sovereign; 
we have all broken His law by open rebellion, as well 
as by omissions of duty ; we are " all sinners and 
have come short of the glory of God ;" hence in our 
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unconverted state, we are all under the withering curse 
of a violated law, ^'The soul that sinneth it shall die ;" 
" The wrath of God abideth on us." Now the crimi- 
nal who is condemned to death, having forfeited his 
life in justice to the broken laws of his country, is 
considered from the moment of his condemnation, to 
be dead in lawy and if he receive, before the execution 
of his sentence, a full and free pardon, he is said to 
receive his life. Just in the same manner the uncon- 
verted sinner is dead in law, he has broken God's 
law, and therefore justly lies under sentence of con- 
demnation, '^he that believeth -not is condemned 
already ;" but if, before the abiding wrath of God 
becomes executed wrath, and he dead for ever, eternally 
dead, he receive a full and free pardon at the hand 
of God, he receives his Ufe. Now, Jesus is the source 
or fountain of this legal or judicial life ; of that pardon 
or justification by which a sinner's sentence is re- 
versed: He has borne the curse Himself; He has had 
placed upon His head a world's guilt ; He has endured 
all the wrath of God because of that guilt ; He has 
'^died the just for the unjust;" He has suffered the 
extremest penalty of the law, and thus has ^^redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, having been made a 
curse for us." ^ Consequently, no sooner do we 
accept Jesus as our Saviour, no sooner are we enabled 
by the Holy Spirit to believe on Him, than we are 
justified, our pardon is full and free, we are no longer 
under the sentence of condemnation, but we receive 
OUR LIFE. This is plain from Scripture : thus, " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
^ Galatians iii. 18. 
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believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life^^^ ^ where we see death and life are 
put in opposition the one to the other. Again, " Be 
it known unto jou therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man," t.e. Christ, "is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins : and by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things :" ^ where we see Christ dis- 
tinctly set forth as the source of the sinner's justifica- 
tion. Again, " There is now therefore no condem- 
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit ;" ^ where we 
are shewn, that when the soul is united to Christ, it 
is no longer under condemnation. Once more, " He 
that hath the Son hath lifcy and he that hath not the 
Son hath not life; " where we see, to be in Christ is 
to be alive, but to be out of Christ is to be dead. 
These passages clearly evidence that Christ is the 
source of our legal life, that as " by one man's dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience 
of Onb shall many be made righteous."^ 

My dear friends, Jesus holds out this judicial life to 
each of you to day, however guilty, or however lost : 
He invites you to accept a full, free, and complete for- 
giveness. He does not bid you do some great thing, 
but only to "come to Him," to "believe on Him;" 
and He promises that " whosoever believeth on Him 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life." Ah ! why 
will ye die? You are without all excuse now, and 
you will be without all excuse at the bar of God; why 
1 John V. 24. 2 Acts xiu. 38, 39. » Eom. viiL 1. * Bom. v. 19. 
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will je die ? Alas, alas, Jesus tells you why, " Ye 
WILL NOT come to me that ye might have life." 

In the next place, Christ is the fountain of Spiritual 
Life, of that life which is begotten by the Holy Spirit 
in the soul, a life which, though it may often flicker 
and wane, yet can never expire. **You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." 
Now Christ is the source of this life. "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear shall live."* I pray you 
notice the force of this passage. It refers to those 
who are spiritually dead, being quickened into life, 
by hearing the voice of the Son of God, " they that 
hear shall live." My dear friends, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is continually speaking to you. He is standing 
and knocking at the door of your hearts, entreating 
admittance, "If any man will hear my voice, and 
open the door." Ah 1 if you continue deaf to that 
voice of love and mercy, if you reject His invitations 
of grace, then you must continue dead, spiritually 
dead, eternally dead ; but if you will but listen to His 
entreaty, if you will but open the door, if you will but 
hear His voice, then you will be alive, spiritually alive, 
eternally alive ; for " they that hear shall live." 
Again, our blessed Lord represents the union between 
Himself and His believing people, under the figure of 
a vine and its branches, " I am the Vine, ye are the 
branches.**^ Just as the branches draw all their life 
and vigour from the parent stem, so do believers 
^ John V. 25. • John xv. 5. 
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derive all their vitality and fruitfulness from Christ, 
A Christian's life "is hid with Christ in God." 
Jesus is "cub life/' Yea, each individual who 
is savingly united to the Saviour may say, with the 
Apostle of old, " I am crucified with Christ ; never- 
theless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me." ^ Oh, Christless soul, how wretched 
is your condition I You are without Christ, and 
therefore without hope, lost, and undone ; yet in 
Christ there is life, in Christ there is safety, in 
Christ there is pardon. Jesus cries to you now, 
" If any man thirst, let Him come to Me and drink." 
He is ready to quicken whom He will. He can make 
you willing in the day of His power. He can pour 
out His spirit on you ; and yet you are perishing, 
perishing away from Christ, perishing in the very sight 
of salvation, perishing, without a single ray of hope ; 
and why ? Ah, listen. " Ye will not come to Christ, 
that ye might have life." 

In the last place, Christ is the Fountain of Eternal 
Life. " Though He were a Son, yet learned He obe- 
dience by the things which He suffered ; and being 
made perfect, He became the Author of Eternal Salva^ 
Hon unto all them that obey Him."^ And this is 
clearly evidenced from the fact that Jesus' sufferings 
upon the cross procured the blessing of eternal glory 
for all who believe in Him. " As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him 
1 Oal. iL 20. 2 Hebrews t. 8, 9. 

r 
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Bhould not perisb, but have eternal life/'^ Nay, 
more, that spiritual life which Jesus breathes into 
the soul is the earnest of, and is finally merged into, 
everlasting life. Thus our Blefitsed Lord speaks of 
spiritual life and eternal life, as if they were one and 
the same thing. '' I give unto them eternal life^ and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand." ^ Sweet and comforting truth, 
when I am drawn by God's sovereign grace to look to 
Jesus as my Saviour and my Hope, I have planted in 
my heart that secret flame which is quickened and fed 
by the unchanging love of Christ. I catnot perish, 
because the love of my Father, the love of my Saviour, 
the love of my Comforter, uphold me. I become an 
inheritor of those bright mansions beyond the sky 
where all is holiness, truth, ahd love. I lay hold on 
eternal life, and Satan cannot tend it fr(«n my grasp. 
I am one with Jesus, hidden in Him, drawing out of 
His fulness grace for grace, and leaiiing on Jesus as 
my Beloved, I wait, in joyful h6^e, the hour when 
He shall be revealed in His coming glory ; then, if I 
have passed away to the unseen world, slieeping all 
calmly on Jesus' breast, His voice shall pierce my 
tomb, and bid my " dead dust awake and sing ; " or if 
I be living in Christ, His whispering summons of love 
shall speak to my inmost soul, " Come up hither," and 
safe amid surrounding desolation, safe amid the wide- 
spread destruction, I shall be caught up to meet Him 
in the air, changed from corruption into incorruption, 
from mortality into immortality, to be for ever with 
the Lord. 

1 John iii. 14, 15. « John x. 28. 
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Bat alas, alas, how manj live on as if there were no 
heaven and no eternity, mixed up in the cares and 
pleasures and business of the world, and utterly 
regardless of their souls' eternal interests ; and why is 
this ? Is it because heaven is beyond the reach of 
mortal men ? Is it because there is only a limited 
salvation ? Ah, no. Heaven is within the reach of 
all ; Jesus has opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers. Salvation is held out to all who will but accept 
it, without respect of persons. Jesus has bled and 
died for the vilest and the lost; they have only to 
come to Him to find life, peace, and salvation. 

My friends, have you come to Christ ? If not, you 
have not yet entered on the narrow way, you are still 
in your sins, still in darkness, still unsaved ; and yet 
Jesus weeps over you. Oh, despise not those bitter 
teairs ; turn not away from that tearful look ; reject not 
that weeping invitation, "Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
Listen to that bitter wail of lamentation, "Ye will not 
come to me that ye might have life." Awful thought ! 
Wide are extended the arms of Jesus' love, yet " ye 
WILL NOT come." Appalling truth ! you stand on the 
brink of an everlasting hell, you are fast sinking 
beyond the possibility of hope. Jesus intreats you 
to escape for your lives, to flee the wrath to come, 
yet "ye will not come." Dreadful state! Jesus 
points you to heaven, to a heaven of holiness, joy, and 
peace. He tells you of the faultless ones, and their 
unending song. He bids you follow in their path, to 
inherit their reward ; but, alas, " Ye will not come 
to Christ that ye might have life." 
F 2 
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We come now to notice^ secondlj^ Man's awful 
Responsibility in the Rejection op this Life. 
" Ye vnU not come to me that ye might have life." 
There is something in this lamentation of the Saviour's 
which places the lost soul without all excuse. Man's 
rejection of the Gospel is traced up to its real cause, 
not, he cannot, but he tvill not, come to Christ; in 
a word, man perishes, a wilful and determined suicide. 
" Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life." 
So again, we may see the same truth from a passage 
which has been already quoted, " O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou that stonest the prophets, and slayest them 
that were sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thee, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but tb would not." ^ Mark the contrast. 
The Lord says, I would^ but Ye would not, manifest- 
ing the Saviour ever willing to pardon, but the sinner 
unwilling to accept that pardon, in a word, wilfully 
rejecting the salvation of Christ. Nay, more, the 
language of the text is the language of reproof. 
The Lord is reproving the Pharisees for their obsti- 
nacy and unbelief, showing that they could have acted 
differently if they would ; but that they were rejecting 
Jesus and eternal life, not from any unwillingness in 
God the Father to pardon, not from any unwillingness 
in God the Son to redeem, not from any unwillingness 
in God the Holy Ghost to regenerate and sanctify ; but 
simply and only from something in themselves, " they 
would not come to Christ," and consequently, were 
responsible for their rejection of the Saviour. I anti- 
cipate the objection which will be raised here. Some 
^ Matthew Tim, 37. 
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will say, How can the doctrine of man's responsibility 
be reconciled with the Saviour's words, "No man 
can come to me, except the Father draw him ? " ^ I 
answer, that finite minds cannot grasp the infinite 
things of God. We have no right to attempt to recon- 
cile what God has not reconciled, "What we know 
not now, we shall know hereafter." The doctrine 
of God's sovereignty is clearly and manifestly laid 
down in His Holy Word, and the doctrine of man's 
responsibility is as clearly and as manifestly laid down 
also. God does not reconcile the two ; they are both 
His truth, and, therefore, we must believe them both, 
not cavilling or questioning them, because they are too 
deep for mortal intellect to scan, but receiving them, 
as they are indeed the engrafted Word of God. I 
believe that every saint now without fault before the 
throne of God, every saint now alive, rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God, and every saint yet to be 
delivered out of the bondage of Satan, and translated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, has been, and will 
yet be, brought to Jesus, simply and only by the 
sovereign grace of God. But I believe too, that every 
lost one, enduring the torments of hell, and every 
loBt one, living without God and without Christ in 
the world, is lost, as a responsible being, even be- • 
cause he "will not come to Christ." We may not 
pretend, nay we must not seek, to reconcile what the 
Spirit of God has not. We must believe in both. In 
the one we see cause for the deepest humiliation, that 
it is " by the grace of God we are what we are ; " 
while, in the other, we see cause for the greatest 
^ John yi* 44t. 
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rejoicing, as manifesting the infinite love of Jesus, 
that " Him that cometh unto Him, He will in no wise 
cast out." 

Having seen, then, that man is responsible for the 
rejection of that life which is in Christ, a. life which is 
within the grasp of all, let us see now whcU are the 
CAUSES which prevent the iinnerfrom conwng to Jesus. 
And in the first place, man's unwillingness to come to 
Christ arises fi'om nothing in God the Father. He is 
a Grod delighting in mercy, a God full of pardoning 
grace and love, a God who wills the happiness of His 
creatures, and who would not that one should p^ish. 
"As I live, saith the Lord God, I would not the 
death of a sinner : why will ye die ? " And surely we 
could not have a clearer exposition of the will of the 
Father, than in the unreserved gift of His only and 
well-beloved Son as the sacrifice for a ruined world. 
" In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent His only -begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him." ^ Ah I who 
can look upon a love like this? Who can regard a 
sacrifice such as this, and not see at once the great and 
comforting truth that God is a sin-pardoning God, 
that " there' is forgiveness with Him, that He may be 
feared," that we have only to lay our hand upon the 
head of that one and all-sufficient sacrifice, to be 
accepted of Him ? As a loving Father, He watches 
us afar ofi*, wanderers firom His fold, and no sooner 
does the first feeling of want and desire to come back 
to the arms of His love arise in our heart, than He at 
once comes to meet us, and the broken-hearted aspira« 
1 1 John iy. 9. 
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tion, " Father, I have sinned against. Heaven and before 
thee," is met with words of forgiveness, peace, and 
acceptance : ^^ Bring hither the best robe, and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his finger and shoes on his 
feet : for this mj spn was dead, and is alive again ; he 
was lost, and is found," Again, man's unwillingness 
to come to Christ arises from nothing in the Saviour, 
' Jesus has bled and died for a world. He has '^ tasted 
death for every man." ^' He would that all men should 
be saved aAd come to the knowledge of the truth." 
His atonement is all-sufficient. His sacrifice is 
perfect. His pghteousness is a finished and an ever- 
lasting righteousness. His power and His willingness 
are the same. He is able and tviUing to save to the 
very uttermost. The very complaint in the text shows 
the Saviour's willingness to pardon the dying and 
repenting sinner, " Ye will npt come to me that ye 
might . h^ve Ufe," implying that they have but to 
cpme ; they have only to look at a Saviour pierced for 
* sin, and they will at once receive that life which is in 
Christ Jesus. Surely, if Jesus were able and willing 
to arrest Saul of Tarsus in the midst of appalling 
crime, if He were able and willing to snatch the dying 
thief as a brand from the burning. He is even now 
able and wiUipg to save the most wretched and the 
most lost. There is nothii^g in Jesus to keep the 
sinner back. from Him, but there is everything to 
draw the signer towards Him. There is nothing in 
JesuS| to bid the soul despair, but there is everything 
in £[im to b^d the desponding hope. He is " the same 
yesterday, today, and for ever ; " and He who could 
stop to listen to that exceeding earnest cry, breath^ 
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from the heart of the blind beggar of Jericho, " Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me ! " will listen 
also to your cry of sorrow, and pour the balm of peace 
and consolation into your troubled soul : '* Be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt.** Once more, man's unwilling- 
ness to come to Christ arises from nothing in the Holy 
Ghost. The Spirit of God is continually striving with 
the sinner. He is continually speaking powerfully to 
His soul, by His providences, by His Word, and by 
conscience: though He is resisted, yet He forbears; 
though He is grieved, yet He does not forsake at 
once : He loves the dying soul. He knows the power of 
the spirit of darkness, He desires to take away the veil 
with which Satan has blinded the mind, He seeks to 
unfold the Gospel of peace, to point the lost one to 
Jesus, to apply His atonement to the guilty, to trans- 
late the sinner from darkness into light and from the 
power of sin and Satan unto God. Oh! awful and 
terrific truth. The lost soul will learn, but too fear- 
fully and too late, that he perished from no unwilling- ' 
ness in the Triune God to save him, but from some- 
thing in himself, from everything in himself; that 
salvation was neglected, a Saviour disregarded, death 
chosen instead of life, hell instead of heaven, because 
he would not come to Christ, that he might have life. 

We have seen the causes which keep the sinner 
back from Christ in their negative sense, or what they 
are not. Let us now look at them positively^ or what 
they really are. And 1. Sinners will not come to 
Christ, because they are insensible to their need of a 
Saviour, Just as a man will not send for a physician 
until he feels himself sick and needing one, so the 
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sinner will not come to the Great Physician of souls 
until he feels himself a sinner and lost without Him. 
"They that are whole (says the Saviour) have no 
need of a physician, but they that are sick." My 
friends, if you were in the midst of a burning house, 
and ignorant of your danger, you would be in no 
hurry to escape from it; but once become aware of 
the imminent peril in which you are placed, and every 
energy of mind and body would be exerted to save 
your life. Now, this is your exact position. If you 
are out of Christy the wrath of God, a consuming fire, 
is ready to overtake you; you are but a step from 
that fire which never can be quenched and that worm 
which never can die ; yet there is a refuge for you, 
a refuge from that overwhelming destruction: that 
refuge is in Jesus ; you have but to flee to Him, and 
you are safe. But still you live on in the midst of 
this appalling danger, indifferent to it; you will not 
flee to that refuge ; you will not escape for your lives ; 
And why? Because you are unconscious of your 
danger; because you do not feel your need of a 
Saviour; because you know not that you are naked, 
blind, wretched, and miserable ; " Satan has blinded 
your minds, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
you." And oh ! alas, alas ! while you are thus in- 
sensible to your misery, you are perishing, perishing 
hopelessly and eternally, and of your own accord; 
perishing while Jesus extends His arm of mercy, and, 
in tones of the deepest pity and most earnest love, 
entreats you to come to Him : " If thou wouldst know, 
even thou, at least, in this thy day, the things which 
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belong to thy peace." " What meanest thou, sleeper ? " 
Why this fearful insensibility ? Why this utter disr^ard 
to the soul's eternal interests ? Why live as if there 
were no eternity? The last knell of time will soon 
be rung, and where will you be ? Not annihilated ! 
not passed away like the brutes which perish ! but an 
immortal soul in heaven or in hell. What meanest 
thou ? Oh I " arise, and call upon thy God : if so be, 
He will think upon thee, that thou perish not." 

In the next place, singers will not come to Christ, 
because they are offended at the very simplicity of the 
direction. They cannot understand the simple invi- 
tation of the Saviour, " Come to me," " Believe on 
me." They cannot comprehend the iperit apd righte- 
ousness of another being substituted for their own; 
they are like Naapaan . the Syrian, desiring to be 
healed, but not liking the. prescription, " Wash, and 
be clean ; " they are anxious to do some great thing, 
they would submit to any penance and endure any 
mortification, but they do not like the unpalateable 
truth, that this could not avail them ; that they must 
be saved in God's appointed, way, or they cannot be 
saved at all ; in a word, that they must come to Christ 
as the alone way of access to the Father. Yes, only 
" come to Jepus." How simple ! There are no hard 
terms ; the wayfaring man, though a fool, can under- 
stand, it; yet its veyy simplicity is startling. How 
free ! The salvation of JTesus is without moaey and 
without. price; yet its very freeness is distasteful. 
How humiliating I Qur pwn . righteousness unavail- 
ing, we must be saved through the righteousness of 
a90ther. Ah ! it is this which so offends : it is this 
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which makes so many, like Naaman, go away in a 
rage, not, like him, to retam back again to wash and 
be clean, but to pass away into eternity, and to learn 
when too late the heartscorching .truth, that the salva- 
tion of Jesus was within their reach, but that its veiy 
simplicity offended them, and that, therefore, the^ 
rejected it, and with it happiness, heaven, aU. 

In the next place, sinners will not come to Christ, 
because they love sin. This is the true bar of separa- 
tion between the sinner and the Saviour, the love of 
sm. *'And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the. world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil." ^ It was 
the love of sin which kept back Herod from embi*acing 
salvation. He listened to John, he heard him gladly, 
his preaching in some measure actuated his life, ^^ he 
did many things." But Herod had a darling sin; a 
sin which he could not give up ; a sin which kept 
him from coming to Christ ; a sin which caused 
him, who had once bid fair to be a consistent 
Christian, to become a murderer, a persecutor, and 
a lost soul. It was the love of sin which pre- 
vented Agrippa believing to the salvation of his 
soul. Those were not mere words: ^^ Almost thoa 
persuadest me to be a Christian," but they were, the 
effect of deep conviction, forced upon his mind by the 
apostle's reasoning. Yet Agrippa did not come to 
Christ. We are never told that he became altogether 
a Chrifltian: he was only almost one, and therefore 
only almost saved, or, alas ! altogether lost. Oh ! be 
not deceived : it is the love of sin which hardens the 
heart ; it is the love of sin which binds the soul ; it is 
^ John iiL 19. 
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the love of sin which entails everlasting death. Oh ! 
harden not your hearts ; ^^take heed lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin ; " if you 
have never come to Christ, if you see no beauty in 
Him to desire Him, if you do not desire to be holy, the 
real cause is, you love sin ; you do not like to give it 
up ; it is so wound round your heart that you cannot 
tear it away ; it is like a slow and malignant poison 
sapping the very fountain of your existence, steeping 
the conscience in insensibility, and destroying the 
soul. Oh ! that I could impress on those who love sin 
now, that those very sins which they love so well and 
hold so closely will be their greatest torment in heU : 
their greatest torment, because the passions will be 
then, so to speak, in their full growth, but the power 
to indulge them for ever gone. He that is a drunkard 
will be a drunkard still ; he that is a sensualist will be 
a sensualist still; ^^he that is unjust will be unjust 
still ; and he that is filthy will be filthy still." Ah I a 
drunkard, a sensualist, unjust, and filthy, for eternity, 
that long, unending, ever revolving, and mournful eter- 
nity. Nay, more. Scripture seems to show that the 
sinner's punishment wiU be but the reflection of his 
ovm sins. It was so in the case of Dives. He had been 
a selfish man, regardless of the beggar's necessities, and 
careless as to his relief. In eternity they change places. 
Lazarus was the beggar, now Dives is. Lazarus once 
saw the abundance of Dives, but could not taste it: 
Dives now sees the glory of Lazarus, but cannot reach it. 
Here was the selfish man made to feel his own selfish- 
ness ; he who once had but to express a wish and it 
was gratified, now appeals in tones of wildest agony for 
but a drop of water, and it is denied. And why may 
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not this be true of every sin? Why may not the 
seducer be made to feel himself for ever the seduced ? 
Why may not the envious and slanderer be made 
to gaze eternally on the bright glory of those they 
have envied and slandered ? Why may not the scoffer 
be followed throughout eternity with the bitter scoffs 
and fierce hate of those whose souls he was the chief 
instrument in losing? Why may not parents who 
have never trained their children for heaven, be 
harassed unceasingly with their bitter reproaches, ever 
reminding them by their cries and accusations, of the 
share which they have had in their utter undoing? 
Why may not the neglecter of Christ's great salvation 
be made to feel burning into his brain the dread 
reality that he for ever is neglected ? And if this be 
so, then, how terrible must be that eternity to which 
the lost soul is hastening ! how fearful that folly which 
keeps him from coming to Christ, through whom alone 
he can escape it ! Oh ! fellow-sinners, save yourselves 
from this agonizing, this despairing woe. Despair is 
terrible enough for a single day, but what thought can 
conceive, or what power of utterance can express, its 
awful intensity for eternity? "Who among us can 
dwell with the devouring fire ? who among us can 
dwell with everlasting burnings ? " 

In the last place, sinners will not come to Christ, 
because they put it off till a more convenient season. 
They can be enthusiastic in business, enthusiastic in 
pleasure, enthusiastic about all worldly things, but the 
care of the soul, the one thing needful, is put off for 
an indefinite period. An hour of sickness, old age, or 
a death-bed will be time enough to turn the thoughts 
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to this. Like FeKx, when the still small vdice of 
conscience speaks, it is at once stifled, and the convic- 
tion which filled the soul \v4th uneasiness is bidden 
depart till a more conyenient- season. A more conve- 
nient season! Alarming condition! Perhaps that 
convenient season may never come ; perhaps that con- 
viction which has been forced on your mind today 
may never more return. It may be that you will 
never see old age ; it may be that you will never be 
laid on a bed of death ; it- may be that you will never 
behold tomorrow's dawn ; " This very night thy soul 
may be required of thee." Tremendous truth ! And 
after death there is the judgment. And yet there is 
a convUniekt season; but it is now, the present 
ihoment ; it is the only one on which you can reckon 
securely, but it is one which you may embrace and be 
saved. "Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, 
now is the day of salvation." Neglect it not, seek the 
Lord now, and He will be found of you. Call upon 
Him now, while He is near to you. " Boast not of to- 
morrow ; " seize the present moment ere it be passed ; 
flee within the ark of refuge before the door is shut ; 
stifle not your convictions ; listen to the accusing voice 
of conscience; delay not to find the Saviour; for, 
alas ! it is a sad and mournful truth that convictions 
oft stifled seldom return, and repentance delayed seldom 
ends in anything but bitter remorse, despairing agony, 
and unending woe. 

Such, then, are some of the reasons why sinners 
will not come to Christ. Sufler me now to suggest 
two important thoughts connected with the future, to 
those to whom the Saviour speaks in the text, those 
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who have continually heard that pleading and touching 
lamentation, but who still stand aloof fl*oiifi the Saviour's 
invitation, neglecters of Christ's great salvation, wan- 
derers from the pathway of God, lost souls. Oh ! do I 
speak to such ? Do I address a lost soul, a soul lost in 
the midst of light, a soul lost with such a Saviour, a 
soul who wilfully chooses death instead of life ? Ah ! 
me, it is but too true. Oh ! fellow-sinner, how mil 
you meet a coming Saviour f Put not that question 
aside; you must meet Him; every eye must behold 
Him. How will you feel when you are summoned from 
out of that vast crowd, to stand alone and unmasked 
before your Judge ? Oh ! think what agony will fill 
your soul, to find a neglected, spumed, but once loving 
Saviour, your Judge ; think how you will shrink before 
the glance of that eye which can penetrate every dis- 
guise ; think how you will tremble before that thrilling 
voice, which asks you what you have to say in arrest 
of judgment ; think of that despair which will cling 
round your heart like some dark and hideous night- 
mare, never more to leave you, when that terrible 
sentence of exclusion is pronounced, a sentence against 
which there is no appeal, which is irrevocable and 
eternal. But this is not all. Connected with this is 
another thought, if possible, even more appalling : 
How will you pass eternity f I cannot, if I would, 
paint its woe, for who can conceive the terror of being 
a castaway, a castaway from the Lord, from heaven, 
and from hope? Who dare dwell on that ceaseless 
voice of conscience, ever bearing down the stricken 
heart with the memory of past mercies disregarded 
and salvation rejected ? " Ye will not come to me, 
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that ye might have life." Oh ! that you would listen 
to these words now : " Oh ! that ye would be wise ; 
oh ! that ye would consider your latter end." Once 
more the invitation of the Saviour sounds in your ears ; 
once more He bids you come, without money and 
without price ; once more He entreats you to " look, 
and be saved." Oh ! today, if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts* ; for while you turn away from 
His love, there comes from the throne of His glory, 
borne complainingly on the passing breeze, the wailing 
cry of pity and lamentation of Him who died to save 
you, " Ye y^ill not come to me, that ye might have 
life." 
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James i. 18. 

" op his own wiiji begat he us with the word op teuth, 
that wb bh0t7ld be a kind op pibstpefits op his 
ceeattjbes." 



The subject on which my text treats, is one of the 
most vital importance, as affecting every individual 
sinner. It treats of the Father's love in Regenera- 
tion. The Apostle after tracing every blessing from 
its original source, as coming ^' down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning :" proceeds to dweU on that first 
blessing, which is the root of all other blessings, and 
which aU God's children are called to experience^ 
when admitted into His family. " Of His own will 
begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be 
a kind of firstfruits of His creatures." 

It is not my intention to enter into any of those con- 
troverted points on this subject, which only minister 
strifes, without either benefiting or convincing those 
that might differ from me ; but rather to state practi- 
cally and plainly, what I believe the Word of God 
G 
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teaches us concerning it. Without further preface, 
therefore, 

Let me call jour attention to the Neoessitt of 
BEOENERA.TION. This is clcarlj evident from our 
Lord! 9 own words in the third chapter of St. John. 
NicodemuS) a ruler among the Jews, had come secretly 
to the Saviour with these words upon his lips, 
^^ Bahbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come firom 
God : for no man can do these miracles that Thou 
doest, except God be with him."^ Jesus at once 
waives all mention of Himself, His power, or His 
Messiahship, and speaks home to Nicodemus's heart, 
as a poor dying sinner, assuring him, that except a 
great and entire change passed over him, he could 
never enter into the kingdom of God. "Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, except a man be born again,** or from 
above, "he cannot see the kingdom of God." ^ Now I 
pray you to notice this forcible language of the Lord. 
He makes the necessity of the new birth an indivi- 
dual matter, "Except a man be born again." He 
particularizes no character, as needing this change, 
more than another ; He says nothing of the gross 
and profligate sinner, in contradistinction to the 
worldly-minded formalist ; but He lays down a broad, 
individual, and universal truth, "£xcept a man be 
born again ;" or to paraphrase it, except every indi- 
vidual sinner be individually a partaker of this spi- 
ritual change, he cannot see the kingdom of Grod. 
Look again, the Lord shews that there can be no 
salvation wiihotst it, Mark His words, "Except a 
man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
1 John iii. 2. ' John iiL 3. 
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God." There is, so to speak, no possible loophole : 
the unregenerate man "cannot see the kingdom of 
Grod." Look once more, how the Lord introduces 
this great truth : He does not merely state the truth 
itself, but, lest there might be a doubt existing on 
any mind, He prefaces it with a double asseveration, 
** Verily, verily, I say unto thee.** And when He 
explained more clearly to Nicodemus the spiritual 
meaning of His words. He prefaced that explanation 
in a similar manner, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee." 
Surely, then, with these words of the Saviour before 
U8, none can doubt the necessity of our being born 
from above, as constituting our meetness for glory. 
Ah I is it a hard saying ? Are you offended at it ? 
Bemember it is not the word of man, but of the Lord 
of glory. You may be offended at it, but your offence 
will neither alter its truth, nor your connexion with 
it. You may disregard it, but alas, it will stand forth 
a sad and painful record against you, at the tribunal 
of heaven. You may pretend to misunderstand it, 
but the truth is simple, full, and explicit, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bom again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.*' 

Li the next place, we see the necessity of Begenera- 
tion from man's natural state ; sinful, depraved, and 
consequently lost. With hearts, " whose every imagi- 
nation is only evil continually:** impure fountains 
from which flow every impurity and uncleanness : 
"deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." 
With affections no longer fixed on God and holiness, 
but loving the ways of sin and ungodliness. With 
** understandings dai^kened, being alienated from the 
a 2 
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life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart. * * * With minds 
blinded by the god of this world, " lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Jesus should shine unto them." ^ 
Such is man by nature, fallen from his original and 
godlike purity ; " shapen in iniquity and conceived in 
sin ;" an enemy of God, hating holiness, a child of 
wrath, and consequently driven forth from His pre- 
sence and favour, "in whose presence there is the ful- 
ness of joy, and at whose right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore." And this state of depravity, alas, is 
universal : " In Adam all die," and although there 
may be, and doubtless there are, manifold diversities of 
disposition, and innumerable degrees of guilt among 
unconverted men, yet in this one, the only point of 
essential importance, there is no difference, for " AJl 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.** ^ 
^ In the next place, we may see the necessity of 
Regeneration, because without it, there can be no meet- 
nessfor ghry. Look at such passages as these, " And 
an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be 
called THE WAY of holiness ; the unclean shall not 
pass over it.*** Again, the Apostle after describing 
the glorious vision of the New Jerusalem, concludes 
thus : " And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie : but they which are written in 
the Lamb*s book of life. ' ' ^ Again, " Follow holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord.'*® Now 
from these passages it is plain that Holiness is the 

1 Eph. iv. 18. 2 2 Cor. iv. 4. 3 Rom. ui. 23. 

* Isai. XXXV. 8. « Rev. xxii. 27. « Heb. xiL 14. 
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alone meetness for God's kingdom ; and there can be 
no holiness implanted in our hearts, until the Holy 
Spirit comes and dwells in us, making our bodies His 
temple, to carry on and perfect His work, until the 
day of Christ. Ah ! one may conceive, though dimly 
and imperfectly, a kingdom all joyful, and all glorious. 
One may conceive, the angelic hosts in unfallen in- 
nocence swelling their wild and glad AUelujahs ; and 
saints redeemed to Grod out of every kindred, clime, 
and tongue, in rapturous joy, casting their crowns at the 
feet of Jesus, "Worthy is the Lamb." One may 
conceive the doubting and trembling believer, removed 
far away from all his doubts and fears, chanting with 
ceaseless song, the praises of Him who loved him. 
One may conceive a vision of future glory so bright, 
that no language or power of eloquence could depict 
it : and why ? Because sin knows no place there ; 
ALL IS Holt, God the Father is there, and He is in- 
finitely holy. God the Saviour is there, and He is 
infinitely holy. God the Holy Ghost is there, and He 
is infinitely holy. Angels are there in their unfallen 
holiness. Saints are there in their imparted holiness. 
The very atmosphere of Heaven is holiness ; its very 
motto "Holiness unto the Lord." And if this be so, 
how can one conceive an unregenerate, unsanctified 
soul in heaven ? Nay, suppose it possible, which it is 
not, that God would admit such a one into heaven. 
What could he do there ? he is not changed, his 
eternal character is the same as the character he bore 
in time, not only unchanged, but unchangeable ; then 
what could he do there ? If he did not love holiness 
here, he would not love it there : if he did not enjoy 
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the companj of the godly here, he would not enjoy ii 
there. The harmonious melody of heaven's mufflc 
would sound to him the harshest discord. The ringing 
Alleligahs would strike like daggers to his souL He 
could not sing ; he could not praise ; he could not 
bear Jehovah's presence ; he could not cry " Holy, 
holy, holy. Lord God of Hosts ; " he could not cast his 
crown at Jesus' feet, and proclaim Him all worthy. 
Heaven's glory would be worse to him than hell's 
agony ; one only desire would fill his soul, to get away 
from a scene to which he had no title, and for which 
he had no meetness, to hide himself ^' from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of His power." And 
what does this shew us, but the truth of the Saviour's 
words, '* Except a man be bom again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." 

Let us now see the Nature or Regeneration. 
It is not a mere partial change. I beg your special 
attention to this : a partial change in character and life 
is not enough, because there may be this, in a great 
degree, without any change of heart. But, to illus- 
trate my meaning. A man who has lived a long life 
of profligacy and immorality, may suddenly become 
a moral man ; his habits may become changed ; to the 
world he may appear quite a new creature ; and yet 
there may be this external change of life, without any 
spiritual change of nature. Again, a worldly man may 
turn his attention to the subject of religion ; he may 
know the truth theoretically, and perhaps be able to 
argue clearly and cleverly ; he may like to hear a good 
sermon, especially where talent and intellect are shown 
by the preacher ; truths put forcibly and powerfully 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



BEQENEBATIKG LOVE. 87 

before him make their transient impression ; like 
Herod) he hears gladly, and does many things ; but, if 
he goes no further, if he seeks not the cleansing blood 
of Jesus, instead of going on to life and peace, he will 
turn back again to the world, to mammon, and to sin. 
Again, a man may have brilliant talents; God may have 
blessed him with great gifts ; nay, more, with great 
light ; and yet, alas I he may be like Balaam of old, 
speaking sublime and thrilling truths with his lips, 
while a lost and undone souL Again, an ungodly man 
may suddenly be brought to reflect on his state before 
Grod, by some dire calamity, some sad bereavement, or 
some dread affliction ; softened for the time, he appears 
humbled and repentant ; but, no sooner has time 
removed the bitterness of the stroke, or no sooner has 
the dread of eternity past away, than his after life 
gives painful evidence that he has undergone no 
spiritual change, that his humility was but the humility 
of Ahab, and his repentance but the repentance of 
Pharaoh. Once more, a man may have every appear- 
ance of being a Christian, and his conversation may be 
deeply spiritual, learned from the experience of others ; 
while all along his secret life is evidencing that he is 
only like one of Ezekiel's hearers, hearing God's Word, 
but doing it not. 

My friends, I put not these cases before you, to 
make you doubt the reality of others' religion, but to 
make you look closely into the reality of your own. 
Be not content with a partial change of life, unaccom- 
panied with a change of heart. An external change 
may stand you with the world, but it cannot impose 
upon God. With the world, the upturned eye, the 
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eloquent petition, and the prostrate fornix are signs of 
conversion; but with Grod, who can look into the hidden 
secrets of the soul, it is the broken and contrite heart 
which He despises not, and in which alone He conde- 
scends to dwelL ** For thus saith the High and 
Lofly One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones." ^ 

We see in what Regeneration does not, let us 
see now in what it does, consist. It consists in 
an entire, radical, and spiritual change. This is 
clear from the figures in Scripture used to denote it. 
It is called the new birth, or "being bom again,*** 
which expresses the greatness of the change ; so great 
as to bear some resemblance to the first commence- 
ment of conscious existence. It is called a quickening 
of the soul, or its receiving a new life ;^ a translation 
of the soul, " out of the powers of darkness, into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son ; " * a resurrection of the 
soul ; * a new creation of the soul, or its spiritual 
union to the Lord Jesus Christ ; ^ a putting on " the 
new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness ;'*'' a partaking of the Divine 
nature.^ Now, these several figures, and I might 
mention many others, are quite sufficient to show that 
Regeneration is a great, an entire, a radical, and 
spiritual change ; and it is this change which every 

1 iBaiahi Ivii. 15. « John iii. 3, 6, 7. ' Eph. ii. 1. 
* Ool. i. 13. « Col. ii. 12. « 2 Cor. v. 17. 

7 Bpheeians iv. 24. » 2 Peter i. 4. 
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individual must undergo, or he can never enter into 
life. Ab ! in those realms of everlasting day, where the 
sun's noonday glory is banished by the bright beams 
of the Sun of Righteousness ; in those realms of ever- 
lasting joy, where sorrow and sighing are never heard ; 
there will be assembled together the great and small, 
the noble and ignoble, the rich and poor, the young and 
old, children of God from every country and clime ; 
but each and every one will bear the same character- 
istic mark : a mark stamped upon their foreheads by 
the broad seal of the Holy Ghost, " Born from above," 
" Born of God." 

Again, Regeneration is a blessed change, for then we 
are adopted into the family of God, and consequently 
become partakers of the blessedness of the children. 
It is a blessed change, for then that spiritual life dawns 
upon the soul, " a life hid with Christ in God ; " the 
earnest of that everlasting glory which is reserved for 
those who love the Lord. It is a blessed change, for 
then we realize, for the first time, peace with God, 
peace through the blood and righteousness of a cruci- 
fied Saviour. It is a blessed change, for then sorrows, 
however varied, and afflictions, however multiplied, 
lose their bitterness ; for in all we see a Father's love, 
and trace a Father's hand ; and far above the raging 
storm, the voice of Jesus calms the trouble within, 
"It is I, be not afraid." It is a blessed change, for 
then we are conformed to Jesus* likeness, and become 
inheritors with Him of His coming glory. It is a 
blessed change, for then we are led by the Holy Ghost, 
upheld in every danger, comforted in every sorrow, 
supported in every temptation, guided step by step in the 
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path of grace, until grace itself be swallowed up of glory. 
And what can I more saj to show its blessedness ? If 
to be bom anew of the Holy Ghost, is to become a child 
of Gk)d and an heir of glory ; if to have my "life hid with 
Christ in God,** is to wait all securely and safely in 
my Saviour^s hand, until that glorious hour when those 
that sleep and those that live in Jesus, shall be re- 
united to sit down at the supper of the Lamb ; if to be 
united to Christ, is to know that whatever may happen, 
yet nothing can separate me from His love ; then am 
I not blessed ? What more can I need to make me 
so ? For I have a happiness which the world knows 
nothing of, which it could not give, and cannot take 
away ; a happiness^r solid, sure, and joyful, because it 
is eternal. Ah ! the world wonders at a Christian's 
cross, for they cannot see his crown ; they understand 
not a Christian's peace, for they know not its life's 
spring ; they envy not a Christian's joy, for they are 
ignorant of its cause ; but still the Christian is the 
only happy man in time, the only happy man in eter- 
nity. It is of the Christian alone, that it can be said, 
" Happy are the people that are in such a case ; yea, 
blessed are the people who have the Lord for their 
God." 

Let us now notice. The Mabks ob Evidences of 
Eegeneratiok. And here I must content myself with 
merely showing these evidences from God's Word, 
without dwelling on them. The first evidence is 
a ceasing from siuy i.e., from sin as a habit, or an 
enjoyment. A child of God sees sin in the same light 
as God sees it, and consequently shuns it and hates it, 
as that which caused the death and sufferings of the; 
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Lord of Glory. " Whosoever is bom of God doth not 
commit sin ; for His seed remaineth in him : and he 
cannot sin, because he is bom of God/' ^ A second 
evidence is, faith in Christy the reception of Jesus as 
the only and all-sufficient Saviour, the resting in His 
perfect sacrifice and finished righteousness, as the 
alone means of acceptance with God. " Whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is bom of God." ^ 
A third evidence is Holiness of Life^ seeking not merely 
to know, but to do, the will of our Father in heaven. 
"Every one that doeth righteousness is born of 
Him."* A fourth evidence is A Love for the 
Brethren^ t.e., for all those who love» the Lord Jesus 
in sincerity and truth. " By this shall all men know 
that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to 
another."* "We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren."^ A 
fifth evidence is, Victory over the World, i.e., victory 
over the love of this world ; victory over the fear of 
this world ; victory over the pleasures and sins of this 
world. " For whatsoever is bom of God overcometh 
the world ; and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith." ® One other evidence is Watch- 
fulness. " We know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not ; but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not."*^ 
Such, then, are the Evidences of Regeneration. Do 
they belong to us ? The test may be severe, but it is 
the only true one ; and if our lives will not bear it, 

1 1 John iiL 9. « 1 John y. 1. ^ 1 John ii. 29. 

^ John xiii. 35. ^ 1 John iii. 14. ^1 John y. 4. 

7 1 John V. 18. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92 BE6EKERA.TIKG LOVE. 

then we have no right, either to call or believe our- 
selves, to be among God's children ; and oh ! my 
friends, how much better to discover that we have 
deceived ourselves, now, whilst salvation is within our 
reach, than to find, amid the torments of the damned, 
that we were only sons externally and by name, but 
not so spiritually and in reality. Put home the test 
individually, and let conscience answer the question, 
**AmIa Son of God?" 

We come now to notice. The Cause op Begeneba- 
TICK. " Of His own will begat He us, by the Word of 
truth." We have here both the originating and instru- 
mental cause. The originating cause is the Father's 
will : " Of His own will." The same truth is reiterated 
by the Evangelist : " For to as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even 
to as many as believe on His name ; which were bom 
(mark the words), not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.'* * Now, from 
these two passages, we learn that the cause which 
originates a sinner's new birth is the sovereign will of 
the Father : " So it is not of him that runneth, nor of 
him that willeth, but of God that showeth mercy," it is 
" according to the good pleasure of His will." There 
is something very solemn in the thought, that if we have 
been taken from among the ungodly, and made by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, heirs of glory, it is from no 
merit of our own, no righteousness of our own, but 
simply because of the sovereign grace of God ; " Of His 
own will, begat He us." Do you ask, How can these 
things be ? I answer, I can but give you the Lord's 
1 John 1.12, 13. 
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own explanation. ^^ Even so. Father ; for so it seemed 
good in Thy sight." 

The instrumental cause of regeneration, is ^Hhe 
word of truth," the everlasting Gospel of Jesus. " Of 
His own will begat He us, with the word of truth." 
The reiteration of this truth, in the Scripture, that 
THE WOBD is the instrumental cause, shows its great 
importance. Thus, St. Paul, writing to the Church at 
Corinth, tells them, that as his beloved sons, thej had 
been begotten by him, " in Christ Jesus, through the 
Gospel." ^ Again, St. Peter writes, "Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever."^ 
In a word. Scripture plainly shows that God always 
uses the same means in bringing His children to Him, 
namely, " by the word of truth." It may be, that the 
soul of the sinner is first awakened by a conversation 
with a frieiid, or by some providential dispensation, or 
by the reading of a tract ; but still, in some way or 
other, the word must have been the means ; because 
the way of a sinner's conversion must always be the 
same, " God hath from the beginning chosen you to 
salvation through sanctiflcation of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth." ^ Now, we may see the truth of this, 
:from the fact, that it is by the Word of God applied 
to our hearts by the Holy Ghost, that we learn our 
sinful and lost condition ; that we are led to see in 
Jesus, an all-sufficient Saviour, " able to save to the 
uttermost, all that come to God by Him ;" and that we 
are enabled by faith, to lay hold of the hopes and pro- 
mises of salvation; and thus, the Gospel of Christ 
1 1 Cor. iv. 15. « 1 Pet. i. 23. . * 2 Thess. ii. 13. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



94 BVGENEBATINO LOYB, 

" becomes the power of Grod unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." Naj more, we maj see this 
truth even more forcibly borne out, in the conversions 
of others, as recorded in Gk)d's Word. Look at the 
case of Lydia, of Thyatira j we read that, " The Lord 
opened her heart, so that she attended to the things 
which were spoken of PauL** Look again, at the 
jailor of* Philippi, when he came to the apostle, 
trembling, under a sense of his guilt and danger, <^ Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" They immediately 
replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved ; '* and this word, the essential substance 
of the Gospel, which they opened up to him more fully 
afterwards, when " they spake to him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his house ;" this word 
was the instrument of his conversion, the means by 
which the convinced sinner became a converted man. 
Look again at the ^Ethiopian Eunuch, the means of 
his coaversion was Philip's preaching unto him Jesus* 
So in all the other cases recorded in God's Word, and 
indeed in every case it may be shown, that as the 
originating cause of regeneration is the Father's will, 
so the instrumental cause, is the Word of God borne 
home to the heart and conscience by the Holy Ghost. 
Mistake not, there must be the Spirit's application of 
the Word, or else it is to us but a darkened page, a 
dead letter. " The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him : neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned."* You may gaze upon the sun- 
dial, and see it marked out into degrees, and minutes, 
» 1 Cop. iL 14. 
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and seconds; but until the sun shines upon it, you 
cannot understand its object. So you may read the 
Word of God again and again, and its solemn truths 
leave no impression ; but when the Holy Spirit sheds 
light upon the sacred page, then, and not till then, will 
you get a spiritual sight, and a spiritual understand- 
ing ; then, and not till then, will you see '' the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jesus Christ." * 

In the last place, we must notice Thb design ob 
BND OP BEGENERA.TION, " That WO should be a kind 
of firstfruits of His creatures." There is evidently 
here an allusion to the firstfruits under the Jewish 
dispensation, which, though there were many different 
kinds, were each and all holy unto the Lord. But 
there are three points in reference to the firstfruits, 
which claim special attention. They belonged entirely 
to the Lord. " The first of the firstfruits of thy land, 
thou shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy 
Grod."* They were set apart for His special service. 
** The firstfruit also of thy com, of thy wine, and of 
thine oil, and the first of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt 
thou give him. For the Lord thy God hath chosen 
him out of aU thy tribes^ to stand to minister in the 
name of the Lord, him and his sons for ever."^ And 
they were to be waved before the Lord on the first 
Sabbath after Israel's entrance into Canaan. ^^ Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them. When 
ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and 
shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a 
sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest : 
1 2 Cor. ir. 6. ^ Exod. zxiii. 19. ' Peut. zviii. 4, 5. 
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and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be 
accepted for you : on the morrow after the Sabbath 
the priest shall wave it/'^ Now, it is in these three 
senses, that believers are a kind of firstfruits unto the 
Lord. 1. They are Gods special property. Thus, in 
that beautiful vision which John saw in Patmos, of 
*^ the Lamb standing on Mount Sion, and with Him an 
hundred and forty and four thousand, having His 
Father's name written in their foreheads;" after 
describing their joyful occupation, singing the new and 
unending song, He goes on to tell who these hundred 
and forty and four thousand were. '^ These were 
redeemed from among men, being the firstfruxts unto 
God and the Lamb."^ Hence we see, that believers, 
as firstfruits, belong specially to the Lord; they are 
His jewels, purchased by His precious bloodshedding ; 
a people prepared for His praise; His bride at His 
appearing ; those that have passed away, sleep in Him ; 

. those that are aUve belong to Him, ^' whether living 
or dying, they are the Lord's," And when the Arch- 
angel's pealing blast shall proclaim to a startled world, 
the dread reality of a coming King, it will strike no 
note of terror, but rather of joy in the hearts of all 
who love the Saviour ; for if they sleep in Him, their 
dead dust shall awake and sing; or if they live in 
Him, they shall be caught up to meet Him in the air, 
to " be for ever with the Lord." 

' Again, believers, as firstfruits, ore connected witk 

Gods special service. Scripture plainly shows us, that 

if God has called us by His grace, He has called us to 

His peculiar service. " We are His peculiar work- 

1 Ler. xxiii. 10, 11. « Bev. xiv. 4. 
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manship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them.'*^ Nay more, the very object of Christ's 
. death, was " to purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.*' ^ Hence, each and every 
member of the Church of Grod, has something to do, to 
complete the plans and designs of God ; we are not our ; 
own, but "bought with a price," our duty and our 
privilege therefore is, "to glorify God in our body 
and our spirit, which are God's." The question may 
be asked by some trembling one. But how can I as an 
individual glorify God ? I am placed in a position of 
no usefulness, I have little talent, it seems impossible 
for me, much as I desire it, to do anything for God, 
Ah, you may think so, but whatever be the position 
in which you may be placed, whether that position be 
a high one or a low one, yet the Lord gives you many 
opportunities of witnessing for Him, and of glorifying 
His name. Are you a husband ? then you can glorify 
God, by loving your wife, " Even as Christ also loved 
the Church, and gave Himself for it." Are you a 
wife ? then you can glorify God, by seeking to be a 
blessing to your husband and your children. Are 
you a parent ? then you can glorify God, by making 
your home a happy and a holy one. Are you a child ? 
then you can glorify God, by obeying your parents 
in the Lord. Are you a servant ? then you can glorify 
Grod, by seeking to " adorn the doctrine of God your 
Saviour in all things." Nay, be you where you may, 
you can glorify God, by striving, "as often as you 
have opportunity, to do good unto all men." Live 
> Eph. ii. 10. 2 Tit. u. 14. 

H 
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onlj in dose communion with your Father in heaven, 
let your daily prayer be, " Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do ?" "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily 
as unto the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing that of 
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance, 
for ye serve the Lord Christ." ^ 

Once more, believers, as " firstfruits," are designed 
far the special manifestation of GocTs glory. Just as 
the firstfruits were offered on the first Sabbath in 
Canaan, after the children of Israel had passed through 
the trials and sufferings of the wilderness; so will the 
firstfruits be waved before the Lord, after the morning of 
the first resurrection, when all the saints, both of past, 
present, and future generations, shall be^ reunited, to 
stand without fault before the throne of God. This will 
be " the manifestation of the sons of God," " the^r*^ 
fruits unto God and the Lamb;" and the waving of 
these firstfruits before the Lord, will specially manifest 
His glory. Ah, my friends, angels in their ceaseless 
songs, proclaim God's glory. The very firmament, 
studded with its innumerable bright and glittering 
orbs, declares His glory. All nature, in her onward 
but varied course, tells of the glory of her God. But 
the special manifestation of that glory yet waits, until 
that glorious hour, when all things in heaven and 
in earth, and under the earth, shall proclaim Jesus 
Lord of all, to the glory of God the Father. Then 
will be manifested before heaven's adoring hosts, that 
into which long since they desired to look. Then will 
be seen what the grace and love of Jesus could effect, 
" in bringing many sons to glory." Thenwill be shown 
» CoL ill. 23, 24. 
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the extent to which Christ's salvation has reached, 
when from those unnumhered thousands of bright and 
glorious ones, shall rise the first glad shout of victory, 
and hearts and voices shall blend in one harmonious 
theme, proclaiming glory, honour, praise and power, 
" to Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever." 

Suffer me to speak but one word more. Believer 
in Christ, remember what you once were, fallen, 
undone, lost, " a child of wrath, even as others." Re- 
member what you now are, a new creature, a son of 
Crod, an heir of glory. Remember what you will be, 
" like Christ, for you shall see Him as He is." Re- 
member what is your present exalted privilege, to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus, and 
thus become " meet for the inheritance of the saints 
in Kght." Remember, if you would have your peace 
flow as a river, calmly, smoothly, and uninterruptedly, 
you must strive in the strength of Jesus, to '* walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called,'* 
" purifying yourself from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." ^ 

1 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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1 Jomr ni. 1. 

« BEHOLD, WHAT MAinTEB OP LOYE THE EATHSB HATH BE- 
STOWED UPON ITS, THAT WE SHOULD BE CALLED THE SONS 
OP GOD*. THEEEEOBE THE WOBLD B3rOWBTH ITS KOT, BE- 
CAUSE IT KinrW HIM NOT." 



The way in which the word " behold " is used here is 
frequent in Scripture. It is an exclamation of sur- 
prise, an exclamation to excite attention to that which 
immediately follows it. In my text, the apostle was 
anxious to impress on those to whom he was writing 
the marvellous love of God, in making the sinner 
a saint, the captive a freeman, the rebel a son, and 
therefore he exclaims, Behold ! consider ! mark it well ! 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God." I would mention two other passages in 
which we have a similar use of this word. The first 
is in the Book of Job. Eliphaz is pressing upon the 
suffering patriarch the great and comforting truth, 
that the afflictions of God's children are not, as the 
world would think, punishments, but rather the genUe 
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chastisements of a tender and loving Father ; and in 
order to enforce it the more clearly, he commences 
with this expression, "Behold, happy is the man 
whom God correcteth : therefore despise not the chas- 
tening of the Almighty."^ The other passage is in 
the Book of Proverbs. The wise man is there urging 
that, as surely as the righteous shall be recompensed 
according to their deeds, so surely shall the wicked be 
punished according to theirs ; and in order to add force 
to the truth, he opens it with this same exclamation, 
Behold! "Behold, the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth, much more the wicked and the 
sinner.** ^ We may see, then, from these passages, the 
peculiar force of this exclamation, Behold ! and used 
as it is by the apostle in the text, it calls our closest 
attention to the subject on which he treats, namely, 
"The Adopting love of God." 

In the first place, we may notice the source or 
fountain from which adoption flows. It is the 
Father's love. "Behold, what 'manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God." It is clear, then, that if we 
are the adopted sons of God, we are so from nothing 
in ourselves, but simply and only because of the 
Father's love. " Behold, then, what manner of love 
the Father's is." It is sovereign: a love which in- 
cluded in its grasp the strong and trembling believer 
alike ; a love which fixed upon them in the ages long 
gone by, when as yet this world was not; a love 
which foreknew all their sins, their shortcomings, and 
their infirmities ; yet a love which predestinated them 
> Job v. 17. • Proy. xi. 81. 
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to be sons, in order that God's name might be glorified 
and Jesus' grace magnified. I speak not my own 
words, but the words of Scripture. The Apostle Paul, 
in writing to the Ephesian Church, declares that the 
reason why they had received the privilege of adoption 
was because God had chosen them in Christ Jesus, 
"Having predestinated them unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved." ^ Here, then, is the sole answer that can 
be given to the question which oft rises to the mind of 
God's trembling and humble saints. Why am I saved, 
and others lost ? Why is it that I, the very chiefest of 
sinners, have been made a son, a son of God ? " It is 
according to the good pleasure of God's will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace." Again, the Father's 
love is incomprehensible. This is expressed in those 
two words, "what manner." It would seem that 
God's love in adoption was experienced so deeply by 
the beloved apostle, that he could find no word to 
express its intensity : he therefore exclaims in astonish- 
ment, " Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us." " What manner of love ! " Ah ! 
how impossible it is to describe it. No imagination 
however vivid, no language however forcible, no 
power of eloquence however great, could declare even 
a ten-thousandth part of the Father's love. It is like 
the deep blue ocean, unfathomable and inexhaustible ; 
it is a mystery now, and will be a mystery throughout 
eternity ; it is the subject of Heaven's new song, the 
> Eph. i. 5, 6. 
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key-note of Heaven's harmony, it is the theme that 
swells every heart, strings every harp, tunes the voices 
of those unnumbered thousands before the throne, and 
wakes the soft sweet music of the skies, " Salvation to 
our Grod which sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever." Once more, the Father's love is rich, 
unsearchably rich ; it is that which looked down upon 
a fallen world, in the midst of its ruin and misery, and 
gave His Son to die ; it is a love which descends from 
heaven to earth, plucks the individual but dying sinner 
as a brand from the burning, and makes him a monu- 
ment of redeemiug grace ; it is that which strikes the 
sympathetic chord of responsive love in the hearts 
of all Grod's children ; it is a love which waits all 
patiently for the prodigal's return to his Father's 
home, receiving him not merely as a pardoned sinner 
just admitted into His presence, but as a dearly 
beloved son, clothing him in that pure and spotless 
robe which is the righteousness of the saints ; sealing 
him with the seal of the Holy Ghost unto the day of 
redemption ; and accepting Him as a son of God, a son 
of God for ever, an heir of that everlasting glory which 
"eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive," but a glory 
which the Father hath prepared for them that love 
Him. « Oh I the depth of the riches of God's love." 
Well might the apostle exclaim, " Behold, what manner 
of Jove the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God." 

In the next place, see the high distinction of (rod's 
people. They are "the sons of God." Is this a 
light distinction ? Can there be any higher one ? To 
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be the son of an earthly monarch is esteemed great and 
noble> but to be a son or daughter of the Lord Almighty, 
is to be a son or daughter of the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. It is this very distinction by which 
the heavenly hosts, in their unfallen innocence, are 
denominated : " The morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy." ^ It was as the 
Son of God that the future birth of Christ was an- 
nounced to the trembling Virgin : " The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee : therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.*' ^ Nay, more, it was by this very title that the 
Lord of Glory was known as " God manifest in the 
flesh." Devils tremblingly obeyed His solemn man- 
date, and, in the very frenzy of hatred, proclaimed that 
distinction which they dreaded, but which they could 
not disobey : " Thou art the Son of God." ^ Looking, 
then, at this distinction of God's people, as the title of 
the holy angels, and as that which the Lord Jesus 
Himself bore, and still bears, "the Son of God;" 
looking at it simply in this point of view, what dis- 
tinction, I ask, can be higher ? Oh ! view it in its 
one grand and sublime characteristic; it is, so to 
speak, spnuTDAL nobility, the raising the soul from 
unutterable darkness into inconceivable light, from 
interminable wretchedness into unspeakable joy. It 
is not that earthly nobility to which man is bom by 
the will and appointment of God, but it is that 
heavenly nobility to which the dying sinner is in- 
troduced at his second birth, through the regenerating 
» Job ijotyiii. 7. ^ Luke i. 35. 3 Mark iii. 11. 
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and sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit. The one 
fades away with. this world, while the other is lasting 
as eternity. The one will know no place in God's 
kingdom, while the other will be the mark on all who 
enter there. The one is exclusive, while the other is 
boundless. The one embraces only rank, while the 
other embraces all, without respect of persons, all who 
will only accept Christ as their Saviour : " For to as 
many as received Him, to them gave He power to 
becx)me the sons of God."^ Sweet thought to the 
Christian! He may be desolate and alone in this 
world, yet never, never forsaken, for Christ is his, and 
he is Christ's ; and with Christ, he possesses all things, 
a title which not only outshines but shall outlast the 
noblest titles of earth; a home beyond the skies, 
brighter and more joyful than the happiest homes of 
this world ; a crown which shall glitter more dazzlingly 
than the jewelled coronets of time ; " a kingdom, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away." 

In the next place, we must notice the steps by which 
we are made children of God. I think this is shown 
us in two distinct passages of Scripture. The first is 
in the Gospel of St. John. "For as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 
God, even to as many as believe on His name, which 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God." ^ Now, from this 
passage, we see that the first step towards adoption is 
being born of God, born from above, even that new 
birth, without which our Blessed Lord assured the 
Baler of the Jews, none could enter into the kingdom 
> John i. 12^ > John i. 12, 13. 
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of God. The second step towards adoption, as shown 
in this passage is receiving Christ, or, believing on His 
name, or, in oUier words, ^' being justified by faith " 
in Jesus. Then, the next step is adoption itself, having 
the power given us, or, as the margin reads it, having 
the right or privilege to become the sons of Grod. 
And yet all these several steps are, so to speak, instant 
the one on the other, so as to be almost, if not quite, 
simultaneous ; for no sooner are we regenerated bj the 
H0I7 Spirit, than we are believers in Jesus ; and no 
sooner are we believers in Jesus, than we become the 
adopted sons of God. The other passage to which I 
would refer you is in St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Galatians, where the Apostle, after speaking of our 
state by nature, as being '' in bondage under the ele- 
ments of the world," goes on to say, "But when the 
fulness of time was com^ God sent forth His S<»i, 
made of a woman, made under the Law;" and see the 
specific reason given for the Saviour's advent in the 
flesh, namely, " to redeem them which were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption of sons."^ 
Here we are plainly shown, that, while we are under the 
withering curse of a broken Law, while we are still out 
of Christ, unbelievers, in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity, we cannot be adopted into the family of God. 
It is only when we have been led by the Spirit of God 
to the foot of the cross, to look on a pierced Saviour, 
and to mourn, that the curse is removed ; it is only 
then, that we become one in Jesus, and receive the 
adoption of sons. Now, in both these passages, it is 
clearly shown that we are the sons of God, from no 
> GaL iv. 3 4. 
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merit of our own, and from no righteousness of our 
own ; but, simply and only, through the atonement of 
Christ. God accepts in Jesus, and in Jesus only; 
hence, therefore, if we would be saved, we must be 
saved through Christ's atonement, or we cannot be 
saved at alL To my own mind, as a Christian, the 
thought is so sweet, that my salvation, from first 
to last, is all of Jesus. I have done nothing, I 
desired to do nothing, and I can do nothing towards 
it. I am saved, simply by the substitution of the 
merit and righteousness of another, for my own. His 
perfect obedience stands in the place of my entire dis- 
obedience. "He who knew no sin has been made] sin, 
that I might be made the righteousness of Grod in 
Him." My sins crushed Him to the tomb; His 
righteousness covers over all my sins, and exalts 
me to His throne and kingdom. I want no other 
atonement than the atonement of Jesus, for that 
is perfect, once for all, all-sufficient; and, resting 
on that, I can, whatever be the circumstances which 
surround me, " rejoice, with joy unspeakable and full 
. of glory." I need no other righteousness than the 
righteousness of Jesus, for that is spotless and ever-* 
lasting, clothed in which, I need not fear the scrutiny 
of His eye, before whom all hearts are open, and from 
whom no secrets are hid ; for, looking upon me dressed 
in the wedding garment wrought out for me on 
Calvary, He sees a beloved son, all fair, without 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, waiting to be called 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb, to sit down, amid 
heaven's loudest hallelujahs, with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God. 
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Id the next place, we must notice the blessedness 
of being " sons of God.** Now, the first point in this 
blessedness is, we receive the spirit of the Son. ** And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." ^ I 
conceive the spirit here referred to, not to mean the 
Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Eternal Trinity ; 
but rather the spirit which makes us like the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; the spirit by which we are enabled to 
approach God as His children, and to address Him, in 
language at once trustful and affectionate, ^'Abba, 
Father." The idea is, that as the Lord Jesus was 
enabled to approach God with the language of endear- 
ment and love, so we should be enabled to do the 
same. Christ being the true and exalted Son of God, 
had the spirit appropriate to such a relation ; we being 
the adopted sons of God, and made like Christ, have 
the same spirit. The expression, "Abba, Father," 
literally means, Father, Father; and it is worthy of 
special notice, because it sets forth very beautifully the 
intensity of affection existing between the adopted 
child and his Father in heaven. No bond servant was 
ever allowed to address the master of the family as 
Abba ; it was a privilege peculiar and sacred to the 
child ; hence, therefore, Abba, Father, in the mouth of 
believers, is the language of free men, delivered from 
the bondage of sin and Satan, and translated into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God. Nay, more, it is 
the very language which the Lord Jesus Himself 
sealed upon the lips of His disciples, in answer to their 
entreaty, " Lord, teach us to pray." " Our Father, 
1 GhiLiy. 6. 
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which art in heaven.*' And, after His resurrection 
from the grave, ere " He ascended up on high, leading 
captivity captive," we find Him again impressing on 
them the intimate relationship which existed between 
the Father, the Son, and His adopted ones ; " I ascend 
unto my Father and your Father, unto my God and 
y(mr God.'* What comfort, then, is there to be drawn 
by the child of G^d from this thought : we may 
approach the High and Holy One, who inhabiteth 
eternity, as Abba, Fathee. How tender the rela- 
tionship ! How intense the affection ! What a power 
it imparts to prayer ! What may we not ask ? Nay, 
more, what will God refuse to those whispered tones of 
entreaty and love, Father, Father ? Believer in the 
Lord, are you sorely tried by the Evil One, buffeted, 
perplexed, and cast down ? Does spiritual darkness 
veil from you the bright beams of the Sun of 
Bigbteousness ? Are you suffering from the shafts 
of adversity, and pining beneath the cold and altered 
mien of those who, in your prosperity, called them- 
selves your friends ? Are you mourning the loss of 
some near and dear one, torn from you, under circum- 
stances peculiarly trying and severe ? Are you wast- 
ing away, under some painful but fatal disease, hurry- 
ing you on to that unseen world beyond the grave ? 
Does the dark feeling of unbelief in the midst of 
trouble ever cross your path : " The Lord hath 
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me ? " Ah ! 
at a time like this, claim the dignity and privilege 
of your birthright. Approach God with the thrilling 
appeal, '"Abba, Father, I am thine; save me." And 
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will He reject such an appeal ? Will He forget that 
sovereign love which chose jou as His own ? Ah, 
no I But He will pour upon your troubled spirit 
words of peace and comfort. '^Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee."^ "I will never leave 

THEE, I WILL never FORSAKE THEE." 

A second point in this blessedness is, that we receive 
the children*8 chofHsement "The Father scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth." " If ye endure chas- 
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons ; for what 
son is he whom the Father chasteneth not ? " * 

It may be very difficult to realize, when we are 
under the rod, that chastisement is a blessing ; but 
still it must be so, because God's Word distinctly 
states it to be so. " Behold, happy is the man whom 
God correcteth ; " * and why happy ? Even because 
the correction which God lays upon His children is 
dictated by a Father's love, and tempered with a 
Father's mercy. He chastens them, " that they should 
not be condemned with the world.'** Ah ! dear 
believer in the Lord, that trial which has been exer- 
cising you so sorely, bitter though it be, is precious. 
It is the way by which the Lord, in His wisdom, sees 
best to bring you through the wilderness. The way 
may be dark and thorny, but still it is the right way ; 
the furnace may be so fierce that you faint beneath its 
oppressive heat, yet it is the furnace of refinement ; 

1 Isaiah xlix. 16. * Heb. xii. 5, 6. » Job v. 17. 

* 1 Oor. xi. 32. 
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and when you have been tried, you will come forth as 
gold. Sorrows, varied and multiplied, may over- 
whelm you, hut still they are sent to wean you from 
the world, and to draw you closer to the Saviour; 
in a word, whatever be the dealings of God with you, 
however full of mystery, still He has but one end in 
view, and that is to " make you meet for the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light.** When suffering, there- 
fore, under the chastening hand of your Father in 
heaven, there is no cause for repining, but rather for 
rejoicing, 'inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings, that when His glory shall be revealed, 
ye may be glad with exceeding joy.*' ^ 

A third point in this blessedness is, we receive the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost ** For as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God : "^ 
which implies that no sooner do we become children of 
God, than we are led by the Spirit, step by step, in the 
path of grace, until grace be swallowed up in glory. 
But suffer me to glance one moment at the leadings of 
the Spirit. He leads the sons of God to a deepening 
sense of their own sinfulness, making them feel, even 
in their closest walk with God, their constant need of 
the publican's prayer, "God be merciful to me a 
sinner." He leads them from self to Christ, enabling 
them to realize that, though, on the one hand, in 
themselves, they are lost and undone, yet, on the other 
hand, in Christ, they are complete ; that His blood 
can cleanse out all their sin. His righteousness can 
cover over again and again all their transgressions, 
that even "now there is no condemnation to them 
1 1 Pet. It. 13. 2 Bomans viii 14. 
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which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit."^ He leads them into all 
truth, unfolding to the earnest seeker after truth, God's 
will as revealed in His written Word ; reflecting on 
the sacred page light from the throne of God, so that 
he that runneth may read, and the most ignorant be 
made wise unto salvation, through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus.* He leads them to all holiness, 
carrying on and perfecting the work He has begun; 
conforming them to the Saviour's image ; making His 
graces to live and abound in their hearts ; breathing 
into the soul a deeper longing for greater degrees of 
personal holiness ; and thus progressively sanctifying 
them, makes them meet for that home, where nothing 
unclean or impure can enter ; but where all is perfect 
holiness, breathed upon by no breath of sin, and 
stained by no spot of impurity. Sweet thought ! I 
and you, if we are indeed the sons and daughters 
of the Lord God Almighty, are thus led by the Spirit ; 
and He will lead us on and on, ^'growing in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ," until that joy, which 
now bums in our hearts, shall be lost in the everlasting 
fruition of His favour, in whose presence there is the 
" fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there are plea- 
sures for evermore." 

One other point in this blessedness, we may not lose 
sight of, viz., we became inheritors of Chrisfs kingdom. 
Adoption into God's family, is the earnest of glory ; 
or, in other words, no sooner do we become sons of 
God, than we are sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the 
day of redemption. Scripture abundantly bears out 
^ Bom. viii. 1. 
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this truth, but let the three following passages suffice : 
" Belovedj rune are we the sons of God ;" there is our 
present privilege, the adopted sons of God ; then mark 
our future destiny, " it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be, but we know that, when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is.** ^ 
Again, " And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer 
with Him, that we may be also glorified together."^ 
Again, ^' Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
dmst." ^ Now, nothing can be clearer from these pas- 
sages, and I might quote many similar ones, that to be 
a son of God, is to be an heir of that glory which is 
yet to be revealed, when the Lord Jesus, as the first- 
bom among many brethren, shall come to receive His 
kingdom. Ah, at that glorious hour, there will be 
that for which " the earnest expectation of the crea- 
ture waiteth," and for which creation groans, namely, 
the " Manifestation op the sons op God." Then 
will be drawn the wide mark of distinction between 
nominal and real sonship. Then will be made the 
awful and eternal separation between those who serve 
God, and those who serve Him not. Friends who 
have slept in Jesus, shall be reunited then, to part no 
more for ever. Saints of past, present, and future 
generations, shall meet before the throne of God, to 
sing the same glad song, and to chant the praises of 
the same Saviour, " Who hath loved them, and given 
Himself for them." Not one shall be wanting then, from 
Abel downwards to the last ingathered jewel ; then, the 
» 1 John iii. 2. • Bom. viiL 17. ' GfeL iv. 7. 
I 
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weak and trembling, the tmsting and assared alike, all 
shall stand forth before an assembled world, clothed in 
the wedding garment of Christ's spotless righteous- 
ness, to receive from their Lord, their eternal destiny 
of bliss. " Come, ye blessed children of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world." And oh, what power of language 
can express, what thought conceive the intensity of 
that joy, which shall awake the first wild and thriUing 
AUelujah, when angels shall tune their voices to the 
praise of the Lamb, and the sons of God shall catch the 
angelic strain, and waft with it redemption's song, 
" Worthy is the Lamb, for He was slain for us." 

" Worthy the Lamb, the angels cry. 
To be exalted thus ; 
Worthy the Lamb, the samts reply, 
For He was slain for us." 

One solemn question here arises, we may not, must 
not, pass it by, for on it hangs our weal or woe. Are 
we the sons of God, or are we not ? If not, we are 
the children of wrath, following the service of Satan, 
and consequently must reap his awful doom. Are you 
content to be careless and indifferent, and to abide the 
fearful and inevitable consequences ? Surely you 
cannot be. Behold, this day I put before you life and 
death ; the choice rests with yourselves. To be a 
child of God, is to have everlasting life. To be a child 
of the devil, is to sink to everlasting death. Which 
will you choose? God's Spirit can break Satan's 
yoke, and deliver you from his power, if you will only 
ask Him. The Lord Jesus Christ can wash out all 
your guilt, if you will . but seek the fountain of His 
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cleansing blood. The Father waits to be gracious; 
you have but to arise and go to Him, and the whispered 
tones of repentance, "Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son," will be answered with the kiss of for- 
giveness, and the glad command, to bring forth the best 
robe, and put it upon you, and the ring upon your 
finger ; whilst the hosts of heaven celebrate with 
rapturous songs of joy, the sinner saved, the dead 
restored to life, the lost one found. 



I 2 
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Isaiah xun. 25, akd xltv, 22. 

* I, EVEN I, AM HE THAT BLOTTBTH OUT THT THANSOEES- 
SIONS 70B MIKE OWN SAKE, A10> WUJi KOT BEMEMBES 

THY snrs." 

^ I HAVE BLOTTED OFT, AS A THICK CLOTTD, THT TEANSOBES- 
SIONS, AlTD, AS A CLOUD, THT SINS : EETUElSr UNTO ME ; 
POB I HAVE EEDEEMED THEE." 



In the concluding portion of this forty-third chapter, 
Jehovah is speaking of Israel's ingratitude towards 
Him. In the twenty-first verse, He says, "This 
people have I formed for myself; they shall show 
forth my praise." Then how fearfully He portrays 
this people*s ingratitude. " But thou hast not called 
upon me, O Jacob ; but thou hast been weary of me, 
O IsraeL Thou hast not brought me the small cattle 
of thy burnt offerings ; neither hast thou honoured me 
with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve 
with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. Thou 
hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither 
hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices : but 
thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast 
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wearied me with thine iniquities." ^ Yet, while thus 
dishonouring Grod, thus wearying Him with their 
iniquities. He holds out to them a free and gracums 
assurance of pardoning mercy, " I, even I, am He that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins." In the forty-fourth 
chapter, God is showing the condition of the poor blind 
idolaters, and contrasts that condition with the happi- 
ness of His own people. '^He feedeth on ashes: a 
deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 
deKver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ? Remember these, O Jacob and Israel ; for 
thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art 
my servant : O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of 
me."^ He then shows what was the cause of this 
happiness, namely, the assurance of present pardon. 
" I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres- 
sions, and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me, for 
I have redeemed thee.'* 

I have taken these two texts conjointly, because of 
their great similarity, both expressing simply but 
beautifully the pardoning love and mercy of God ; in a 
word, that "there is forgiveness with God, that He 
may be feared." We have in them, a aLORious truth, 

and AN EARNEST REMONSTRANCE. 

I. The glorious truth. "I, even I, am He that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake; 
and I will not remember thy sins." "I have blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud, 
thy sins." 

In the first place, we may see the completeness of 
1 Isaiah xliii. 24. ' Isaiah xlir. 20, 21. 
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pardouy manifested towards all who believe in Christ. 
They are completely forgiven. Their sins are com- 
pletely blotted out, never more to meet them. The 
idea is, that the sinner's transgressions are noted down 
in the Book of God's remembrance, to remain there 
for ever an awful and eternal record against the lost 
one, unless they be blotted out. Now, nothing but 
the blood of Christ can efface this dark catalogue; 
nothing but His blood can blot them out. This is 
clearly shown by St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, " In whom, t.e., in Christ, we have redemp- 
tion through His bloody the forgiveness of sins."^ But 
when the sinner is brought by the Holy Ghost to the foot 
of the cross, to look on Jesus as his only refuge and his 
only hope, he is accepted before God, in the Beloved ; his 
name is erased from the Book of God's remembrance, 
and written in the Lamb's Book of Life ; his sins are 
blotted out in the precious blood-shedding of Jesus, 
they look as a great blot, a thick cloud, God cannot 
read them. He sees only the blood of the Lamb, and 
pardons them. And mark you, this extends to every 
degree of sin, however vile, " Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord : though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimspn, they shall be as wooL"^ It 
extends to every possible shade of sin, '^ the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin."' How 
glorious is the truth I however foul the stain, however 
deep the pollution, however great the sin, yet Jesus' 
blood can blot it out. The pardoning love of Jesus, 
and the efficacy of His atoning blood, will be the 
1 Eph. i. 7. « Isaiah i. 18. » 1 John L7. 
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theme that shall swell the anthem of glory, throughout 
the endless ages of eternity. " Unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God ajoLd 
His Father, to Ifim be glory and dominion for ever.*'* 

Again, the completeness of a believer's pardon, may 
be seen from the fact, that it places us in the same posi- 
tion as if we were innocent " Thus God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them."^ How very 
forcible is this passage. When we are united to 
Christ, or in Christ, God looks on our sins as if they 
had never been, their guilt is not imputed to us; the 
Father sees only a broken law vindicated in the death 
of His beloved Son; He sees only Christ's perfect 
sacrifice, and finished righteousness ; He sees us 
clothed in this pure and spotless wedding garment, our 
sins are gone, the blood of Christ has effaced them ; 
He sees only the image of His Son, and He accepts us 
in Him, righteous as Christ is righteous, accepted as 
He is accepted. 

Once more, the completeness of a believer's pardon, 
may be seen from the fact, that God not only pardons, 
but He also forgets. This belongs especially to God ; 
man may forgive, but he cannot forget ; God not only 
forgives, but He also forgets. '' I, even I, am He that 
blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and 
fvUl not remember thy sins." This truth is borne out 
both in the expressive words of Scripture, and also by 
numberless figures. For example, " If the wicked will 
turn from all the sins which he hath committed, and 
» Eey. i. 5, 6. « 2 Oor. y. 19. 
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keep all mj statutes, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall surelj live, he shall not die. All his 
transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not 
be mentioned unto himJ'^ So also, '^For I will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more.**^ These 
passages expressly bear a^ the language of the text, 
** I will not remember thj sins.'' But this forgetful- 
nesu is also expressed by several figures in Scripture. 
It is compared to something covered over. " Blessed 
is the man whose transgression is forgiven, and whose 
sin is covered,'' ^ Just as Pharaoh and his host were 
covered over in the Bed Sea, so that thej could no 
more trouble Israel, so Grod's mercy in Christ covers 
over a believer's sins. Again, it is spoken of, as some- 
thing ^^ taken away," "Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world." * Just as 
the scape-goat bore the sins of Israel into a land unin- 
habited, so Jesus bore on His own head the crushing 
curse of man's sin, and has carried them away into the 
land of forgetfulness, to be no more remembered 
against us. Again, it is compared to something cast 
away and lost. " Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
thy back;"^ and, " Thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea."® Once more, it is compared to 
something far removed from us, '^ As far as the east is 
from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us."*^ We know the east and west can never 
meet, and yet they could as easily meet together, as a 
believer's sins meet him again ; they are blotted out 

> Ezek. xyiii. 21, 22. " Heb. viii. 12. 'Ps.xxrii.l. *Jn.i.29. 
^ Isa. zxxyiii. 17. * Micah yii. 19. ^ P0. diL 12. 
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once and for ever, to be remembered no more. Such 
then is the completeness of a believer's pardon, his sins 
are not only forgiven, but forgotten. Oh, my friends, 
hasten to be found in Christ; rest not content with 
your own fancied righteousness, it is but filthy rags ; 
seek to be clothed in the robe of Christ's spotless 
righteousness, a garment which covers over every sin, 
and in which alone you can stand accepted before Him 
at His coming. 

In the next place, we see that a believer's pardon is 
a present blessing, ''I have blotted out as a thick 
cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins." It 
is not, " I«rt// blot out," but I ** have blotted out," it is 
something already done ; it is a present blessing, some- 
thing which we may lay hold of and rest on now. 
The moment the sinner accepts Jesus as his Saviour, 
that moment God says to him, " I have blotted out 
thy transgressions." The same truth is expressed by 
our blessed Lord in those words, " My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. And I 
give unto them eternal life, and they shaU never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand." ^ 
The Lord does not say, "I wiU give them eternal 
life," but, " I give them." It is a present blessing ; 
spiritual life in the soul is the earnest of eternal life ; 
the two go together, grace and glory cannot be 
separated; the soul translated out of Satan's king- 
dom, into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, 
eannot go back to that galling bondage, ** It is 
kept by the power of God imto salvation." This is 
a source of great comfort to the true believer, who 
1 John X. 27, 28. 
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is seeking to walk humbly, consistentlj, and waiting 
on his God ; to know and feel that he is pardoned 
now ; that his sins are blotted out now ; that he is 
accepted now; a child of God and heir of glory noWy 
and that '* now there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit." ^ Nay more, that he cannot " come 
into condemnation ; but is passed from death unto 
life." ^ How solemn ! and how searching I is the 
question which each of us may address to his own 
conscience ! Am I a pardoned sinner ? Are my sins 
blotted out in the precious bloodshedding of Jesus ? 
Fellow sinners, have you ever seen sin as God sees it ? 
is it that abominable thing which you hate ? have you 
ever beheld in it the sufferings of the Lord of glory ? 
A Saviour pierced, and pierced for you; have you ever 
looked to that pierced Saviour and mourned ? Have 
you ever asked in accents of anguish, what must I do 
to be saved ? Ah ! if you have not, you have much 
cause to tremble, much cause for uneasiness, for you 
are yet an unpardoned soul. Your sins are unblotted 
out, to meet you as awful witnesses at the judgment 
seat of Christ. And oh ! remember, to stand there, 
guilty and unwashed, is to stand there lost ; to realize 
in all its horror the Eternity of character, he that is 
unpardoned shall be unpardoned still. But it may be 
asked by some, how can we tell whether we are forgiven ? 
How can we know whether our sins are blotted out ? 
I answer in the language of scripture, " He that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the witness in him- 
self."^ Supposing you were suffering from a malignant 
1 Bom. yiii. 1. ^Jdim v. 24. « 1 John v. 10. 
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and dangerous disease, and jou were cured bj the 
care and skill of the physician, would you not be con- 
scious of the cure ? Supposing you were crushed to 
the earth beneath some great and oppressive weight, 
and this weight were lifted off you, enabling you to 
stand upright, would you not be conscious of the 
change ? Just so it is with the awakened soul ; it is 
suffering from a fatal disease, which none but the 
Great Physician can heal. It is crushed beneath an 
intolerable load which none but Jesus can remove. 
And mark you, Jesus will heal. He will remove this 
weight. He invites the weary and heavy laden to 
come to Him ; He speaks peace to the troubled con- 
science ; He binds up the broken heart ; He says to 
the sorrowing one " I am thy salvation," and there is 
rest, lasting and enduring rest. 

In the next place, we must see the person who 
pardons. It is God. "I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake." I pray you 
note this important truth, God alone can forgive sin : 
every refuge to which the sinner would flee, is vain 
and false, except the one sure refuge, "God in 
Christ." Ministers, however holy, cannot forgive 
sin ; they can only point the perishing one to Jesus, 
as the alone way of access to the Father. Pious friends 
cannot shield the immortal soul from the punishment 
due to a life long of sin and neglect of God ; they can 
but point you to that fountain of living waters from 
which they themselves have drank. Oceans of scalding 
tears cannot obliterate the least of that dark catalogue 
recorded against you. Gt)od resolutions, promises of 
amendment, remorse however appalling, sorrow how- 
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ever sincere cannot blot out sin. Ah ! no it is Grod 
and God alone, " I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions/' 

But while God is alone able to forgive sin, He is 
also vjilling to pardon ; this He confirms both by His 
word, and His oath, " As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die ?" ^ What 
can express more clearly than this passage, God's 
complete willingness to pardon, and man's awful re- 
sponsibility as to the acceptance or rejection of that 
pardon. "Why will ye die?" This is the voice of 
complaining love and mercy which is addressed to the 
lost and dying today. And it is the voice of remorse 
and agony which will ring in the ears of the hopelessly 
lost in eternity, "Why will ye die?" answered by that 
voice of bitter lamentation, " Yejunll not come to me 
that ye might have life." 

But it is very necessary to state clearly here, the 
manner in which Jehovah pardons the sinner. Only 
IN Christ. We may see this from a passage already 
quoted, "God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself." Now, this implies that God cannot 
pardon out of Christ. If any be resting upon a hope 
of "God's mercy, without fleeing to Jesus, he is resting 
upon a hope of sand, which will fail him at his greatest 
need. Speaking after the manner of men, and with 
all holy reverence, God cannot extend mercy to a soul 
out of Jesus : the creed, be it what it may, which 
excludes the Saviour, excludes with that Saviour, 
^ Ezekid ixxiii 11. 
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salvation, heaven, and hope, for God is in Christ, and 
in Christ only, a reconciled Father. When man fell, 
he was excluded eternally from the presence and 
favour of God. Jesus was the remedy appointed by 
the Father, "the Lamb of Grod," the victim upon 
whom met all the guilt of sin, and God's wrath because 
of that sin ; the sinner's surety ; the sacrifice for the 
dying ; the only refuge ; the only way of access to the 
Father. Hence, to reject Jesus, is to stand as Adam 
stood when he fell, driven eternally from the presence 
of Grod. But to accept Jesus is to stand before our 
Father in heaven, acquitted of all our guilt, justified, 
sanctified, and beloved. The world before the flood 
perished, because they would not flee into the ark. 
Lot's sons were consumed in the destruction of the 
Cities of the Plain, because they refused to escape to 
Zoar. The man slayer must die, if he neglected to 
flee to the Cities of Refuge. So we must perish, help- 
lessly, hopelessly, and without excuse, if we refuse to 
flee to Jesus, the only ark, the only city of refuge. 
We are placing ourselves beyond the reach of mercy 5 
we are scorning the blood of cleansing ; we will not 
be saved in God's own appointed way ; we are prefer- 
ring to live beneath the withering curse and wrath of 
God, afar off from God, afar off from Christ, and afar 
off from hope. 

In the next place, let us see the grounds of GocTs 
pardoning love. " For Mine Own sake." " I, even I, 
am He that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine 
own sake." Not because of any merit in us, or any 
righteousness of our own ; not because we deserve it ; 
but only for " His own sake," because " He delighteth 
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in mercy." Now, if you turn for a moment to the 
character which Jehovah gives of Himself to Moses, 
you will find that one of His chief attributes is mercy j 
pardoning mercy, delighting in mercy. " The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, /or^Mn^ iniquity and transgression and 
sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.'* ^ See, 
then, the Lord God is merdfidy oh, so merciful ! He 
has shown it in that most marvellous of all gifts, the 
gift of His Son, by whom He has taken off the ban and 
curse from a ruined world, and opened the kingdom of 
Heaven to all believers. He is merciful^ oh, so mer- 
ciful ! He has shown it, and is daily showing it, by 
extending pardon and forgiveness to the sorrowing and 
penitent. He is merciftdy oh, so merciful ! He has 
shown it, and is still showing it, by His long- 
suffering towards those who are His enemies, sparing 
them from day to day, and giving them space for 
repentance, and calling on Him. He is merciful^ oh, 
so merciful ! for there is not a shade or degree of sin, 
which His mercy in Jesus will not pardon. The plea 
which the awakened soul may take to the throne of 
grace, is the Mercy of Gop in Christ ; for God is a 
sin pardoning God, " forgiving iniquity and transgres- 
sion and sin,'* for His own sake. His mercy's sake. ** I, 
even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions, for 
mine own sake." 

But oh! let me remind you, that while God is a 
merciful God, He is also a holy and tijust God : ^* He 
will by no means clear the guilty." Are you hoping 
^ Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. 
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to escape amid those many millions summoned before 
the throne ? Ah ! there is and can be no escape for 
the guilty. Are you hoping to experience mercy and 
forgiveness at the bar of God? Ah! there is no 
mercy in eternity for the guilty. Are you hoping 
that a life of morality and kindness, I depreciate it 
not, will stand you instead of conversion and holiness ? 
Ah ! hope is vain before the judgmentseat, for the 
guilty. "God will by no means clear the guilty." 
Do I address a man of the world, mixed up in its 
pleasures and its sins, and regardless of his soul? 
Does such a one ask. Am I guilty ? I answer, " Thou 
art the man." Do I address one who seldom if ever 
prays, who, in the midst of Gospel light, lives on, a 
neglecter of God's great salvation ? Does such a one 
ask, Am I guilty ? I answer, " Thou art the man." 
Do I speak to one who neglects God's house on the 
Sabbath-day, who, if he ever comes, comes but once, 
and that to conform to the world's fashion ; who, under 
the open sky of heaven and in the sight of a heart- 
searching God, is not bold enough, or daring enough, to 
speak an excuse to his conscience for such neglect? 
Does such a one ask. Am I guilty ? I answer, " Thou 
art the man." Do I speak to one who is resting on 
external ordinances and formalism, and fancying that 
heaven is to be attained in such a way? Do you 
fancy you are not guilty ? I tell you, " Thou art the 
man." Yes, guilty ; all are guilty ; " every mouth must 
be stopped, and all the world must become guilty 
before God." But if we have fled to Jesus, our guilt 
is gone. Christ has borne that guilt: "He hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
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curse for us." If we have not fled to Jesus, then our 
guilt remains, like some dark mountain load, crushing 
us to destruction, for ^* God will by no means clear the 
guilty." 

This leads me now to notice the eabnest rgmok- 

STBANCE. 

" Return unto me, for I have redeemed thee." 

And here we must see to whom is this remonstrance 
addressed. I think to every sinner, irrespective of 
character or position in the world ; to every soul that 
is athirst ; because by nature all are aliens from Grod, 
" all are sinners, and have come short of the glory of 
God," ^ all are wanderers from the fold, " all we, like 
sheep, have gone astray ; we have turned every man to 
his own way." ^ God might justly say to the sinner. 
Depart, take your own course, and perish. But oh ! 
how differently does He speak : " Return unto me, 
for I have redeemed thee ; " for man, though a sinner, 
is still loved oi God ; though he is a wanderer from the 
fold, yet he is still a wandering sheep ; though he is 
lost, yet he is still a lost piece of silver. Jesus " has 
come to seek and save the lost." He is wandering 
over the far-off mountains and traversing the dark 
vales of earth, eagerly seeking the lost ones from His 
fold. Listen to that pleading voice, that voice of love : 
" Return unto me." " Why will ye die ? " 

In the next place, see whi/ the Lord calls sinners to 
return. He does so because He loves them. While 
^ Bomans ilL 2, 3. ^ Isaiah liii 6. 
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He hates sin, He loves \he sinner. " God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son." "In 
this was manifested the love of God towards us, because 
that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through Him. Herein is love: 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." ^ 
Amazing, surpassing love ! a love which angels could 
not fathom, a love passing all knowledge, a love 
extended to rebels, to enemies, a love which speaks 
to the unpardoned and unsaved in tones of earnest 
entreaty, "Return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
thee." Again, the Lord calls the sinner to return, 
to be fully and freely pardoned. Had He called you 
to punish you according to your deserts, then you 
might dread to return. But no! He calls you to 
forgive you; to take off from your soul that intolerable 
load of sin; to blot out all your transgressions; to 
pardon you fully, freely, and completely; to make you 
possessor of the blessings of His kingdom now, and 
"meet for the glorious inheritance of the saints in light" 
hereafter. Ah ! it matters not what your past cha* 
racter may have been ; it matters not how great your 
sins may have been ; yet if you only desire to be released 
from those sins, their guilt and their condemnation, if 
you only desire to accept Christ as your Saviour, then 
the Lord addresses you in tones of sweetest encourage- 
ment, " I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans- 
gressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto Me, for 
I have redeemed thee." Again, the Lord calls sinners 
to make them holy and happy for ever, " Without 
1 1 John iy. 9, 10. 
K 
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holiness no man shall see the Lord.'' A sinner in his 
natural state could never enter that hright and glorious 
kingdom where all is perfect holiness : hence that love 
which pardons the sinner also sanctifies him, changing 
his heart, his nature, and his affections, weaning him 
from the world and worldly things, fixing his thoughts 
in heaven, sealing him with the H0I7 Ghost, and 
leading him on from step to step in the path of grace, 
until grace itself he merged in everlasting glorj. And 
with holiness comes happiness. To he unholy is to he 
unhappy, for "there is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked ; " while to he holy is to be happy, for 
"being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." My friends, it is 
easy enough for the ungodly, who know nothing of 
the blessings of the Gospel, to urge, that to embrace 
the religion of Jesus, is to bid adieu to joy and happi- 
ness; but the assertion is a false one: it is but the 
device of Satan to keep the sinner back from God- 
The religion of Jesus brings joy, abounding joy, to 
the soul ; it is " righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost." To have an interest in Christ's salva- 
tion is happiness indeed, a happiness with which " the 
stranger cannot intermeddle ;" it is the good tidings of 
great joy, within the reach of all. If I am living in 
uncertainty as to the future ; if all is dark and dreary 
beyond the grave; if my conscience tells me that I 
have no peace with God, that Jesus is not my Saviour, 
that I know nothing of the converting and quickening 
grace of the Spirit of God, that if I die tonight, I 
dose my eyes fcH* ever on all that is bright and all that 
is hopeful ; then I am of all men the most miserable ; 
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most miserable, because an immortal being without the 
hope of a blessed immortality. But if, on the other 
hand, I know whom I have believed ; if all is bright 
and glorious beyond the tomb ; if God is my Father, 
Jesus my Saviour, the Holy Spirit my Comforter, and 
heaven my everlasting home; if I feel that to die 
tonight would be to be pillowed on my Saviour's 
breast, where the wicked cease from troubling, and 
the weary are at rest; then I am among the most 
joyful of all men ; joyful, because as an immortal being 
I look forward with pertainty to a blessed immortality. 
I may be poor as to this world's wealth, but still I am 
joyful, because rich in faith. I may be surrounded 
with many trials and crushed by overwhelming sorrows, 
but still I am joyful, because I know ** all things work 
together for good to them that love God." I may be 
persecuted and cast down, but still I am joyful, for 
"there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which is undefiled, and can never fade away." And 
when the last great summons shall come, that my 
earthbound spirit shall burst from this tenement of 
clay in which it is now encased, it shall rise all free, 
joyful, bright, and glorified, to the throne of God, to 
join those faultless ones who have gone before in their 
song of adoration and love, " Salvation to our God 
which sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever." My friends, this is happiness, this is joy ; a 
joy which endureth not for today, but for ever ; a joy 
which the Lord invites each of you to partake of, in 
those words of love, "Return unto Me, for I have 
redeemed thee." 

K 2 
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In the last pkce, see the plea which the Lard makes 
use ofy ** Return unto Me, for / have redeemed theeJ* 
There is something verj touching in this plea. It is 
not the language of wrath, hut of love and earnest 
entreaty. The Lord does not invite the sinner to 
return, with threats against him if he does not, but 
He puts before him the blessings in store for him ; He 
shows him at what a cost those blessings have been 
purchased, and then invites the sinner to return, 
because of the love He has shown him. "Return 
unto me, for I have redeemed thee." I have bought 
you with a price ; I have given my dear Son to die ; 
I have purchased you with blood, the blood of the Son 
of God ; " Return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
thee." Oh ! fellow sinners, think of all that Jesus 
has done for you. ** Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes became poor, that ye, through His poverty, 
might be rich." ^ Think of all His bitter sufferings, 
the mockery of the Judgment-hall, the agony of 
Gethsemane, the untold woe of Calvary ; all this was 
endured to redeem you ; and this is the plea He uses, 
in order to bring you back, in order to deliver you 
from hell, *' Return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
thee." Years have rolled on years, and yet many 
of you have stood aloof from this Saviour, deaf to 
His voice of love; and yet still He only speaks in 
mercy, " Return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." 
Ah ! will you still reject Him ? will you still refuse to 
return ? Will you go away today, as you have ever 
1 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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done, carelesa and indifferent ? Alas ! 70a are but 
going down deeper and deeper into the wilderness of 
sin to perish with hunger ; and yet Jesus follows you. 
He knows to what misery you are hurrjdng; He 
loves you ; He died for you ; He would see of the 
travail of His soul in your conversion. How piercing 
is His cry, "Return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
thee.** Oh ! listen to this cry ; for if you disregard 
it, you must one day hear another, not a cry of love, 
but of wrath; not a cry of entreaty, but of everlasting 
banishment. "Because I called and ye refused, I 
stretched out my hands, and ye would not regard ;" 
therefore, " Depart, ye cursed ; I never knew you." 

The subject speaks a word of mercy to the backslider. 
Whither have you gone ? You have been blessed by 
Christ's presence; you know the peace which Jesus 
gives ; and yet you have gone away backward. You 
have wounded Him in the house of His friends ; you 
have left your first love. Oh ! your state is one of 
dreadful guilt and dreadful danger. Yet what does 
the Lord say to you ? You might well expect Him 
to stop His ears to your cry ; but no. He says, 
"Return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." He 
cries, "Return, thou backsliding Israel, and I will 
not cause mine anger to fall on you ; for I am 
merciful, and will not keep anger for ever. Only 
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast trans- 
gressed against the Lord thy God.'*^ Do you fear 
to come back ? Do you dread His frown ? Ah ! you 
are under that frown now ; only return, and He will 
^ Jer. ilL 12, 13. 
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smile apon 70U. He ^'wiU forgive your backslidings, 
and will love you freely." 

There is also a voice of peace to the true penitents 
It is this, ** Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." ^ 

> Matt, xi 28. 
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JOHir VI., IiATTEB PABT OP VBBSB 37. 

" HIM THAT OOMBTH UNTO Me, I WILL IK NO WIBB 
OAST OUT." 



Perhaps there is no passage in God's Word that 
so clearlj and so simplj opens up the mercy and love 
of Christ, as the passage now before us ; it is one to 
which the deeplj awakened sinner always flees as that 
which sheds light in the midst of darkness, and hope in 
the midst of despair. When the soul is dead and blinded 
by Satan, it is content to rest in mere external privi- 
leges, in a fancied righteousness, in morality without 
.conversion, and in mistaken notions of God's mercy. 
But, when once light from the Spirit of God breaks in 
upon the darkness ; when the glorious beams of the 
Gospel of Christ shall pierce the veil which Satan has 
hung before our eyes; when once the sinner sees sin as 
it really is, in the same light as God sees it ; then he 
has nothing to fall back upon but the infinite love and 
mercy of a crucified Saviour. And this is, perhaps, 
the most conspicuous on a dying bed. There is, 
so to speak, little deceit there. The thought of 
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having what the world terms an unblemished character 
will give little comfort, little peace then. The soul 
wants something else to rest upon ; it wants a 
certainty ; it cannot be contented with a perhaps or a 
may be ; it wants some promise which breathes of hope 
and peace ; it wants a rock on which to place its dpng 
foot, and this promise in the text has been one that has 
comforted the dying pillows of the most hardened and 
the most miserable, and has breathed peace into the 
soul of the most wretched, yet repenting sinners. It 
is worthy of especial notice, that this promise, and 
indeed all the promises of Jesus, are unconditional ; 
it is simply. Come to Christ ; it is simply, Believe 
on Jesus ; and the consequence of coming to Him, or 
of believing on Him, is pardon, acceptance, and salvation. 
" Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." 

We must notice here, the Promisee and the 
Promise. 

In the first place, Who is the Promiser ? It 
is Christ the Alpha and Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and Ending, the Bright and 
Morning Star, the Mighty God, the Wonderful Coun- 
sellor, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace : 
Him, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. My friends, to be without Christ is to be 
wretched in time and lost in eternity. To have Christ 
as our Saviour is to possess all things : yea, amid the 
scoffs of this world, and the troubles of this life, to 
rise superior to them all, and to soar, as it were, on 
eagles' wings, to the very throne of God, and there> 
amid those countless thousands which surround the 
throne, to take up the paean of everlasting victory, 
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" Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the God 
of my salvation.** 

But, in looking closely into the character of the 
Promiser, mark His Power. He is Almighty, as the 
Creator ; thus, "All things were made by Him, and 
without Him was not anything made that was made."^ 
Then again, **By Him were all things created that 
are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible ; whether they be thrones or dominions, or 
principalities or powers ; all things were created by 
Him, and for Him, and He is before all things, and by 
Him all things consist."^ It was He who spake a world 
into existence. It was He who said, "Let there 
be light, and • there was light." It was He " who 
breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul." The power of Jesus is the 
power of an Almighty Creator. Angels which excel 
in strength delight to do His bidding. The very 
devils tremble and fear before Him, but still are 
obliged to obey Him. Man, in " Him lives and moves 
and has his being." In one word, there is nothing 
in heaven or on earth beyond the reach of His power 
as the Almighty Creator. If, then, "jHJ? be for us, 
who can be against us f " 

But again, He is Almighty as a Mediator. "All 
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth " were 
among the concluding words which He spake to His 
disciples immediately before His ascension into glory. 
And why was this power given Him ? even as a Media- 
tor. It is as Mediator He ascended on high, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God His 
» John i. 3. « CoL i. 16. 
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Father, combining in His one person both the human 
and Divine natures, God to help and succour, man to 
pity and compassionate. As man, He is touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities ; as God, He promises 
mercj and grace to help us in the time of need; 
as Mediator, He hides His people beneath the shadow 
of His wings, casting around them an impenetrable 
shield and buckler; so that all the enemies of all 
worlds maj combine to assail them, yet nothing can 
separate them from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Our Almighty Mediator has passed 
His word, and He will never recall it, " I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My. hand." ^ Now 
there are two more passages I would mention in 
this place, in connexion with Christ's power as an 
Intercessor at the right hand of God. The one is 
in St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, where we see 
that the security of God's children rests on the power 
of Christ, as Mediator before the Throne; it runs 
thus, '^ Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that 
died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 
usJ*^ The other passage is in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, " Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever 
Uveih to make intercession for themJ* ^ This passage 
speaks peculiar comfort, both to God's children, and 
also to the true penitent, because it shows that Christ's 
salvation reaches to the uttermost. I pray you notice 
this. It speaks comfort to God's children, because it 
1 John X. 28. ^ Bom. viii. 34. > Heb. yii. 26. 
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manifests to them that that salyation whieh begun in 
God's electing love before the foundation of the world, 
is carried on in Grod's upholding love, and wiU be 
finally consummated in the realms of everlasting glory. 
While, therefore, Christ ever liveth to make interces- 
sion, the believer has the comfort that Jesus is his 
Advocate with the Father ; One whom the Father 
heareth always ; and that in the fountain of His blood, 
opened for sin and uncleanness, on Calvary, he has 
daily cleansing for daily sins. But it also speaks com" 
fort to the returning penitent, because it shows that 
none are excluded from Christ's salvation ; in a word, 
** He is able to save to the uttermost them that come to 
God by Him." It matters not what their past charac- 
ter has been ; it matters not what their present cha- 
racter is ; if they but come to Christ, His salvation 
can and will reach them. Oh, dear fellow-sinner, 
Satan may press you down with this thought, that you 
are out of the reach of salvation, but I put to you this 
question, Have you qome to Jesus as a dying sinner ? 
Have you brought your guilt to the foot of the Cross ? 
Has the burden of your sin-oppressed soul found utter- 
ance in the cry of the sinking Apostle, ^'Lord Jesus, save 
me ? " If so, then you are among those blessed, those 
happy ones, to whom this precious passage of Scripture 
is held out, ^'He is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him." 

In the next place, see His Love. This is equal 
to His power. His power is almighty; His love is 
infinite ; it is a love passing strange, yea, ^^ passing the 
love of women." " Behold, how He loved us." Did 
^e not show it, when He left that glory which He had 
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with the Father, before the world began ? a glory, 
where angeU and archangels veiled their faces, and 
bowed with adoring praise before Him. Yet, He left 
it all, and endured the cross, and despised the shame, 
for dying sinners. Did He not show it in His life 
of suffering and mockery, and in His death of un- 
paralleled woe and ignominy ? Did He not show 
it in the pity which He manifested towards the sinful 
and suffering? Those whom the world scorned He 
pitied, and dried the tear which flowed from the 
bleeding heart. Did He not show it in His compas- 
sionate listening to the leper's cry, "Lord, if Thou 
wilt. Thou canst make me clean ;'* "I will, be thou 
clean ? " Did He not show it in His answer to 
the poor woman who knelt at His feet, weeping, and 
in agony ? " Thy sins are forgiven thee ; go in 
peace." Did He not show it by hastening to the 
sorrowing family of Bethany, bidding the grave give 
back the dead, the foreshadow and earnest of the 
Resurrection mom, when th^ graves shall give 
back all who sleep in Jesus, and the glad song 
of triumph shall float on the breeze, " O Death, where 
is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? * 
Did He not show it in Gethsemane's dark hours, 
when the whole weight of a world's guilt lay heavy 
upon His soul, and made Him give utterance to that 
thrice told prayer of agony, " If it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me, nevertheless, not my will but thine 
be done?" Did He not show it in those tones of for- 
giveness, which rose far above those cries of exultation 
and murder, " Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do ?" Did He not show it, when hanging 
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a bleeding, dying victim upon the cross, He shed 
ont His life's blood for His enemies, telling forth in 
that last death crj, " It is finished,'* the glorious tale 
that Bedemption was completed, Satan vanquished, 
and the sinner saved ? O my friends, Christ's love is 
the same now as it was then. His love is as infinite 
now as it was when He hung on Calvary, "the same 
yesterday, today, and for ever." He exercises love 
towards you now, in sufiering the invitation of the 
Gospel message to reach you. If the Lord of glory 
did not love you, there would be no Gospel sounding 
in your ears ; no invitation, " Come to me ;" no lamenta- 
tion over the lost, " If thou hadst known, even thou, 
at least, in this thy day, the things which belong to 
thy peace." But Jesus does love you. He died for 
you. He lives to plead for you. He invites you to 
look to Him, and be saved. While you are hesitating, 
hear His voice, so plaintive and so loving, " Heturn 
unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." "Him that 
Cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." 

One other point in His character as Promiser, is 
His faithfulness. He is the faithful Promiser, 
" Faithful is He that promised, who also will do it." 
Jeaus is the Truths He cannot deny Himself. "All 
the promises of God, are in Christ Jesus yea^ and in 
Him amen." Hence we may look upon all the pro- 
mises of God's word as certain, just as certain as if 
they were fulfilled at the present moment, because they 
rest upon the promise of a faithful Saviour. So, there- 
fore, the promise in the text is a certain promise: you 
may rest upon it as certain : and though perhaps Satan 
pay instil into your minds many doubts as to its con- 
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nexion with you indiyiduall j, you must not listen to 
him ; he is a liar, and by deceit he seeks to murder 
your never dying and immortal soul. Listen only to 
Christ. He is the faithful witness, the faithful Saviour, 
and it is He that gives the sweet promise of the text^ 
''Him that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast 
out." 

Let me here, for one moment, speak to God's children. 
Fellow believer in Christ, Satan is your enemy, he 
tempts you at the present moment, "he desires to have 
you that he may sift you as wheat." His object is, if 
possible to vex and harass those whom he knows he 
cannot destroy. Now, I believe, at the end of this 
dispensation, his temptations will be more varied, more 
severe, and more frequent ; and perhaps one of his 
chief temptations will be to make you think that the 
Lord has cast you off, and the tribulations, darkness, 
and gloom of these latter days, will favour this tempta- 
tion, and make you exclaim, in bitterness of heart, 
" The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath for- 
gotten me." Now, a question arises, how can you 
withstand these temptations ? I answer, live on the 
faithfulness and love of Christ; seek to realize that 
every word that Christ spake is true ; that not one 
jot or tittle shall faU to the ground ; that it must all 
come to pass. Then amid the shadows which obscure 
the Saviour ; amid the darkness which oppresses the 
soul ; amid the storms which shall shake the world to 
its centre; the promise of an ever faithful Saviour 
shall uphold and comfort you, " I will never leave thee, 
I will never forsake thee." " Having loved His own, 
He will love them to the end," Let me remind you 
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also in this place, Christ will be faithful in judgment, 
as He is in mercy. So surely as the Lord of glory 
now invites every one, irrespecitive of age, degree, or 
character, to come to Him, and promises in nowise 
to cast them out, so surely, if you reject the Saviour's 
invitation ; if you despise the Saviour's tears ; if you 
scorn the Saviour's blood, will He say when He sits 
upon the throne of His glory, " Depart from me, ye 
cursed, I never knew you." I forbear in this place to 
speak of the misery of those who despise the offers of 
salvation. I forbear to press the awfulness of that 
" everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of His power." 

I hasten on now to notice the Fbomise itself, 
"Him that cometh unto Me, I will in notoise cast 
out." 

Now, see here, in the first place, the simplicity of 
the direction^ "Him that cometh,^* It is worthy 
especial notice that there are no hard terms, no hard 
requirements, no impossible provisions. It is simply 
•' him that cometh ; " Christ does not say, do some 
great thing. He says, " Come unto Me," " believe on 
Me," " look to Me." "Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world." I press this. 
Christ does not say to the sinner, do some great thing, 
because that would be impossible. In ourselves we 
are lost, helpless, undone, unable therefore to do any- 
thing. Here then is manifested the infinite love of 
the Saviour, He stoops to our infirmities and our 
helplessness. I have done all, I have fulfilled all righte- 
ousness : there is nothing for you to do, thou hast 
simply to come to Me, to accept Me as your Saviour, 
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and " Him that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast 
out." But perhaps you say, how can I come to Jesus ? 
He is in heaven, and I on earth. He is infinitely holy, 
and I infinitely sinful. I answer, look at it in this 
light. The parent's attention is quickly attracted to 
the cry of the child ; the patient's disease soon arouses 
the attention of the physician : just so the sinner's cry 
quickly attracts the attention of the Saviour ; He waits 
to be gracious. He only requires you to feel your 
need of Him. He only stops to hear your cry, " Lord, 
save me," and He will at once pardon, accept, and 
bless you. My friends, will you quarrel with the sim- 
plicity of the direction ? Will you see Christ crucified 
before your very eyes, and yet refuse to come to Him ? 
Will you stand upon the brink of that fountain opened 
for sin and uncleanness, and yet refuse to wash ? If we 
bid you do some great thing, you might plead number- 
less excuses ; but now you have none, you can plead 
none, you are " without all excuse." The Lord Jesus, 
from His throne of glory, and His cross of agony, 
simply invites you to cofne, to believe on Him, and to 
be saved. 

A second point in the promise, is the possibility of 
access to Jesus. There is nothing to prevent access to 
Jesus, but the sinner's own unwillingness ; there are 
no cases particularized at all. The Gospel invitation 
is addressed to ^.U, without respect of persons. It is 
the same to the Queen upon her throne, as to the 
humblest individual in the realm. It is alike full and 
free to all, to come as poor dying sinners to the foot of 
the cross, and to look on a pierced Saviour, and to 
mourn, " Ho, evert/ one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
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waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, 
and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price/* ^ " Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." ^ 
" Whosoever will call upon the name of the Lord, 
shall be saved. "^ " JVhosoever willy let him take of 
the water of life freely,'** Hence, then, from these 
passages, we see that the proclamation of mercy is to 
all alike, without respect of persons. It looks not at 
past character. It looks simply at the present moment, 
and says, "Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out." Do I speak to one who has lived a 
long distance from God, and is going down to the 
grave as he has lived, unpardoned and unsaved? 
Christ speaks to you, "Come, I will in nowise cast 
thee out." Do I speak to one whose heart is hard, and 
who has never felt the melting influences of God's 
Spirit ? Christ does not spurn thee^ dying sinner. 
He invites you, " Come, I will in nowise cast thee 
out." Do I speak to some sin-oppressed soul, one who 
has been powerfully awakened by the Spirit of God, 
and is asking, in bitter agony, " What must I do to be 
saved ? " Christ speaks to thee, " Come, I will in no 
wise cast thee out." And do I address a self-righteous 
man, a formalist, one who is looking and searching for 
peace, amid refuges of this world, refuges of lies ? 
Christ speaks to thee, poor perishing soul, and says, 
" Come, I will in nowise cast thee out." What a 
glorious truth then it is, that access to Christ is bound- 
less. The Gospel invitation is addressed to every son 
of man. It has one cry only, but a cry which rung 
1 Isaiah ly.l. « Matt. li. 28. 3Rom.x. 13. * Eev. xxii. 17. 
L 
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thrillingly from Calvary, and is echoed back from the 
throne of God, Come to Jesus, and Him that cometh 
unto Him, He will in nowise cast out. 

Once more, let us notice the certainty of acceptance^ 
" I will in nowise cast out." I pray you, notice the 
force of that expression, " in nowise." It shows that 
no degree of ignorance, no shade or degree of sin, 
need keep the sinner back from Christ ; he has but to 
come as a poor, guilty, lost and undone creature, just 
as he is, and the Lord will in nowise cast him out 
Nay, were it possible for you to have all the world's 
guilt resting on your head, crushing you to destruc- 
tion, yet if you would but come to Jesus, He would 
not reject you. Hence, therefore, in a word, there is no 
bar to a sinner's salvation, except that which he makes 
himself. " Ye wiU not come to me, that ye might 
have life.'* My friends, if you are lost after Christ's 
all-sufficient atonement, it is not because of any un- 
willingness in the Saviour to pardon and save you, but 
simply because you will not come to Him. K you are 
cast out of the marriage-feast, it is not because there 
is no white and spotless wedding-garment prepared for 
you, but because you refuse to put it on ; you prefer to 
continue in your own impurity and sinfulness, rather 
than to put on the righteousness of Christ. If you are 
not safe within the ark now, it is not because the door 
is shut, but because you refuse to enter. You reject 
the salvation of Jesus, and with that salvation you 
reject heaven and hope. You may make now many 
excuses, you may deceive your fellow-men, yea, even 
deceive yourself; but God alone, before whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
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secrets are hid, knows the reason why you reject the 
Saviour ; and while you are saying you cannot. He 
writes against you, in the awful Book of His remem- 
brance, " He WILL NOT come to Christ, that he might 
be saved," Oh, say not, I beseech you by every tie 
most tender, and by every hope most dear, by your 
wish for heaven and your dread of hell, say not, it is 
too late ; say not, I am too vile, say not, I am too lost, 
to come to Jesus. Christ does not say so. He says, 
" Behold, now is the accepted time : behold, now is the 
day of salvation," and " him that cometh unto me, I 
will in NOWISE cast out." 

Suffer me to speak but one word more, and that is 
to remind you, that you will remember this word 
throughout eternity. Memory is always alive in 
heaven, and it will never die in hell. If you, there- 
fore, are led to seek the Lord of glory, and to find 
Him ; then throughout the countless ages of eternity, 
you will experience the joyful realization of the pro- 
mise in the text, as inheritors of an undefiled kingdom, 
an unfading crown, and everlasting glory. But oh, if 
on the other hand, you are not led to seek the Sa- 
viour, if you die as you have lived, unpardoned and 
unsaved ; then, in those dark abodes of woe, where no 
gleam of sunshine ever breaks through the mists of 
eternal despair, memory will call back in all their 
bitterness, the seasons when you heard these words, 
and rejected them. And oh, what thought can con- 
ceive, what language can paint, the fearful nature of 
that despair which will make you feel, when hope is 
for ever ended, " I would come to Christ, but it is too 
late now, oh, too late fob eveb !" 
L 2 
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Hbbbews zn. 6. 

'' FOB WHOM THE LORD LOYETH HE CHASTEIHSTH, ASH 
SCOXISaSTH ETEBY SON WHOM HE BECEITETH." 



These words of the Apostle, Mid those which imme- 
diately follow, would seem to have been called forth, 
because the Hebrews were fainting under tribulation. 
Throughout the preceding chapter, he had been speak- 
ing of patriarchs and prophets, saints and martyrs, not 
only as examples of patient faith, but also of calm 
endurance under suffering, even unto death ; he then 
in the commencement of this chapter, draws this con- 
clusion as an encouragement to his troubled and faint- 
ing converts, " Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses ;" seeing that 
we have before us, Abel relying by simple faith on 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ; 
Enoch living in the midst of gigantic wickedness, yet 
separate from it : Noah believing God's warning, and 
hastily fleeing into the ark as a refuge from the over- 
whelming waterflood ; Abraham leaving kindred, 
country, and home at the call of God, and offering up 
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his beloved son, because the Lord had bidden him; 
Moses forsaking the luxuries of Pharaoh's court, to 
share in Israel's distresses, " esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt ;** 
martyrs (of whom the world was not worthy) faithful 
unto death, under accumulated horrors and excruciating 
tortures. ** Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses (as these), let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith ; who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God." ^ 

The Apostle's argument from this point is very 
striking, and at the same time very comforting : he 
puts forth Christ as the " Man of sorrows," man's for- 
saken and rejected Saviour, enduring calmly and 
meekly the buffetings and mockings of those for whom 
He died, as an object worthy of their consideration, 
and as a preventive against fainting by the way. 
"For consider Him that endured such contradiction 
of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds." ^ He then goes on to say, as it 
were. True, you are enduring a great fight of affliction ; 
true, you are sorely harassed and persecuted ; but still 
it might be, it may be worse, " Ye have not yet resist- 
ed unto blood." Ye have not yet been called to wit- 
ness for Christ, even unto martyrdom : and know you 
not that all this woe, sore though it be, is but the 
* Heb. xiL 1, 2. • Heb. xii. 3. 
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proof of thy Father's enduring and unchanging love ? 
Have you forgotten that exhortation, so needful and 
60 comforting, which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, "My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him : 
for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth ?" 

In looking at this exhortation, we must see what 
God's chastening is the mark of. And in the 
first place, it is the mark of Crod's electing love ; listen 
to His own word, " I have chosen thee in the furnace 
of affliction." * O believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
what comfort there is for you in this truth : when the 
deep waterflood is overwhelming you ; when you are 
struggling in agony in the dark waters; when you 
are plunged into the fiery furnace of tribulation ; when 
Satan is taking occasion from your circumstances, to 
perplex and harass you ; what comfort there is in the 
thought that you may rest on God's electing love, a 
love which He had for you in Christ Jesus before the 
world began, the love of a compassionate Father: " He 
hath chosen thee." " He hath loved thee everlastingly." 
Whatever may be the suffering you may be called 
upon to endure, however terrible may be the furnace 
through which you must pass ; yet this cannot alter 
God's choice, " His gifts and calling are without re- 
pentance." Ah ! what a great and glorious truth it is, 
that we poor dying sinners were the subjects of a love 
reaching from eternity to eternity ; a love which 
glowed in the Father's bosom before the creation of 
^ Isaiah xlyiii. 10. 
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the world ; a love whicli seemed panting for egress, 
and which at last burst forth so marvellously, in that 
wondrous display of mercy toward a ruined world, the 
GIFT OF His Son. " In this was manifested the love 
of God towards us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins." ^ 

But more, God's chastening is not only a mark of 
His electing, but also of His enduring lave, "For 
whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." And Jesus^ 
as He sits enthroned in glory, watching with a sleepless 
eye the trials and distresses of His people, whispers in 
sweetest accents of love, to the weeping and troubled 
soul, ** As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten."^ 
" As many as I love.^ I pray you note the force of 
this, because it distinctly shows us that chastisement is 
the lot of aU God's children, and that none can be 
exempt from it ; nay, you have but to glance through 
the word of God, to see this truth borne out in the 
history of God's saints. From Abel, the first martyr, 
who passed away to enjoy a foretaste of that glory yet 
to be revealed, to the very last Christian spirit that 
has winged its heavenward flight to the God that gave 
it, we have an expressive and lasting testimony, that 
"The Lord trieth the righteous." Ah! and amid 
that vast congregation before the throne of God, " a 
number so great that no man can number them," there 
is not one on whom is not this mark. It was in the 
wilderness that they endured sorrow and suffering, 
* 1 John iv. 9, 10. * Bev. uL 19. 
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and learned the bitterness of tribulation ; it was in 
tribulation that thej were refined and made meet for 
their inheritance beyond the skies ; it was in tribula- 
tion that they learned to know themselves, and to lean 
all peacefully on Him "who loved them, and gave Him- 
self for them : " and now having come out of great 
tribulation, clothed in that white and spotless robe, 
washed in blood ; they stand all glorious and without 
faulf before the Lamb, to enjoy unceasingly His 
presence, and to chant eternally His unending praise. 
And oh ! when the dark and turbid waves of this 
world's troubles shall settle down into the calm, bright 
sunshine of Christ's glorious reign : when we who now 
are fighting the good fight of faith, wrestling in the 
midst of sorrows and temptations, shall have put on the 
garments of immortality, and been reunited with those 
that have gone before ; how sweet will it be to talk with 
saints of bygone ages, to follow them through past 
trials and experiences, and to hear how their light and 
but momentary affliction worked out for them a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; to listen 
to an Abraham telling of the agony which smote his 
breast, when called to offer up a beloved Isaac ; a Jacob 
recording the bitterness of his past experience, the 
glory of its ending ; a Paul, of those deep tribulations, 
which, like a troubled stream, seemed to overwhelm 
him. How sweet will it be to look back upon the past, 
and to trace, in every trial that afflicted us, the pre- 
sence of a Father's love ; and to experience, in the midst 
of perfect and unending joy, the true realization of the 
Apostle's words, " It is through much tribulation that 
we must enter the kingdom of God." 
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Again, God's chastening is a mark of son- 
ship. What saith the Scripture? "The Father 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Not 
one here, or one there, but every son. See again: 
" If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons, for what son is he whom the father chas- 
teneth not ? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons."^ This, then, is the family mark, chastise- 
ment. There is and there can be no sonship without 
it. True, there are some particulars in which God 
may make a difference between His children in His 
dealings with them ; but in this respect He treats 
them all alike. "He scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth ; " every son, without a single exception. 
Abraham "the friend of God," Job "the perfect man," 
David "the man after God's own heart," Lazarus 
"whom Jesus loved," are all examples of this great 
truth, "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Ah ! my 
friends, if your path has hitherto been all sunshine, 
dimmed by no storms, and obscured by no passing 
clouds; if you have never experienced any of those bitter 
trials which break the heart, and overwhelm the spirit ; 
if you have never been bent to the earth by the stroke of 
that rod which is wielded by a Hand that cannot err ; 
then, alas! you have great cause to tremble, great 
cause to ask what is your real state before God ; you 
bear upon your brow the stain of bastardy, and not the 
mark of the children, " for what son is he whom the 

*Heb.xii. 6,7,8. 
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Father chasteneth not ? " But, do not mistake me ; 
you are not to think that, because God " scourgeth every 
son whom He receiveth," therefore every one whom He 
scourgeth is a son. You are not to think that, because 
"many are the troubles of the righteous," therefore 
every one that has many troubles is righteous. Ah, 
no : not so. Sorrow may be the frequent companion 
of godliness ; but there may be multiplied and intense 
suffering, without any godliness at all ; the prelude of 
that inconceivable and interminable wretchedness 
which must be the hereafter of all those who have not 
fallen asleep in Jesus. Affliction is twofold, paternal 
and penal ; the one is the dealing of our Father to His 
children, the other the dealing of an offended God 
towards the offending sinner ; and yet both in love. 
God loves the sinner, and therefore corrects him in 
warning and in mercy, in order to bring him to Christ ; 
God loves the Christian, and therefore chastens him, in 
order to refine and fit him for His kingdom and glory. 
It is necessary, therefore, for us, when suffering under 
the chastening hand of the Almighty, to look for other 
evidences of sonship besides affliction ; and if, on the 
one hand, the still small voice of conscience warns us 
that we are not in the path to glory, God grant that 
we may take heed to the voice that speaks amid the 
storm, for "he that, being often reproved, hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy."^ But if, on the other hand, conscience testi- 
fies that we are at peace with God, united to Christ, 
" the fulness of Him that filleth all in all," then we 

* Proverbs xiix. 1. 
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may take home to our souls, in every sorrow, the sweet ^ 
consolation of the Gospel. " It is a faithful saying, if 
we suffer we shall also reign with Him." * 

This leads me now to notice, The Designs which 

GrOD HAS IN CHASTENING HiS CHILDREN. And the 

first design is to wean us from the worlds that is, from 
" the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, which is not of the Father, but of the 
world." We are apt to love this world to excess, 
to look upon it almost as if it were abiding, and that 
there were no home beyond it ; even though our hearts 
be renewed by the Holy Ghost, yet still there is, alas ! 
too much clinging to earthly things. We are not 
saying with David, " My soul is like a weaned child ; " 
and yet, as belonging to Christ, this is what He will 
bring us to say. He wants our hearts, our whole 
hearts, our sole and undivided affections, and He will 
be contented with nothing less. Do not misunderstand. 
We may have earthly affections ; the Lord wills that 
we should have. He Himself had them. He loved 
the family of Bethany; "Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus.'*^ He could sympathise in all 
their sorrows, and weep at their bereavement ; for, as 
He stood at the tomb of Lazarus, "Jesus wept"^ 
But still, though the Lord wills that we should have 
earthly affections, yet He wills that He Himself should 
have the first place in our hearts : " He that loveth 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me ; 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me 
is not worthy of Me." * Believe me, dear friends, the 

1 2 Tim. ii 11, 12. ^ John xi. B. » John ». 86. 
< Matt. X. 37i 
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design of that chastisement, which seems so severe, is 
to make you cry, " None but Christ." That affliction, 
which hovers around you, like some dark and impene- 
trable gloom, is but manifesting to you that ** this is 
not your rest." That sorrow, which has left your 
home so desolate, and your heart so sad, whispers of a 
world passing away, and of a home beyond the skies, 
happy and eternal. The tear may start unbidden, and 
the eye grow dim, at the remembrance of life, and its 
sad and chequered scene ; but that very tear, which 
obscures things temporal, enables you to see more 
clearly the things which are eternal. The storm- 
cloud may hang brooding above you, and at last burst 
upon you, with all its fearful intensity ; yet as a Chris- 
tian, you may hear above the thunder-crash, the voice 
of peace and love, " It is I ; be not afraid." " In the 
world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world." ^ 

A second design of the Lord's, in chastening His 
children, is to quicken prayer. The Christian must 
and will pray ; but in the time of ease and comfort, 
how cold, how dead are our prayers, there seems no 
life in them, they do not, so to speak, rise half way 
to heaven; but the Lord sends affliction. He wants 
to hold some silent communion with our souls, and He 
knows the only way to bring His children close to 
Him, is through the furnace ; then it is, that we fly to 
our only refuge ; then our hearts and affections are 
drawn out towards Him, and the earnest cry of suppli- 
cation is poured forth from the bleeding heart, " 
Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me." 
^ John xri. 83. 
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Another design which God has in chastening His 
children, is to refine them and make them meet for glory. 
Just as the refiner puts his ore in the furnace, in order 
to purge away all its dross, so the Lord puts His people 
into the furnace, in order to refine them, " purely to 
purge away all their dross, and to take away all their 
tin." This refinement is continually spoken of in 
Scripture ; thus, " Behold, I have refined thee, but not 
with silver, I have chosen thee in the furnace of afflic- 
tion."^ Again, "He knoweth the way that I take; 
when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."^ 
Again, "Thou, O God, hast proved us, thou hast tried 
us, as silver is tried." ^ " And He shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver : and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness."* 
One other passage I would mention, " That the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ."* From these passages, we see that the 
furnace of affliction is the process of refining through 
which all God's people must pass, and it is this which 
makes them meet for that kingdom, where all is perfect 
holiness. The ultimate end which God has in view, in 
every sorrow, is our sanctification. It may be, that 
I speak to some who are in the furnace now ; who are 
trembling beneath the rod, who perhaps are exclaiming 
with the aged patriarch, " All these things are against 
me : " ah, poor sorrowing one, know you not, that 

* Isaiah xlviii. 10. ^ j^^ j^jii. 10. ^ Psalm Irvi. 10. 
* Malachi iii. 3. * 1 Peter i. 7. 
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"now no trial for the present appeareth joyous, but 
rather grievous, yet afterward, it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised 
thereby;" it is after you have come forth from the 
furnace, after you have been exercised with tribula- 
tion, and sanctified through it, that you will see the 
goodness of the Lord in His dealings towards you, and 
realize fully the apostle's words, " For our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while we 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen : for the things which are seen are 
temporal ; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.'' ^ I do not believe that there is one living or 
departed saint, however tried he may have been, 
however his bright hopes may have been withered, 
however his unripened joys may have been blasted, 
that would wish one sorrow to be expunged out of the 
page of his past history ; once, perhaps, he thought it 
hard, but now he will glorify his Saviour as one that 
" doth all things well." In the hour of trouble, look 
not at the sorrow itself, for that will overwhelm you ; 
rather strive to realise the Lord's end in it, for that 
will comfort you ; it is but to draw you closer to Him- 
self ; to lift you further from the world ; to conform you 
more and more to the likeness of Christ ; to quicken in 
you the grace of the Holy Ghost, It is but to make 
you wrap more closely around you the garment of sal- 
vation, and the robe of Christ's righteousness, and to 
ripen you more and more for that glorious hour, when 
the full tide of everlasting glory shall break upon you ; 
* 2 Cop. iv. 17, 18. 
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when changed from corruption into incorruption, you 
shall stand with saints and angels before the throne, 
and join eternally in that new song, which none can 
sing except those " who have come out of great tribu- 
lation, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb." 

Let us now see the comfort which God's children 
may experience when under His chastening hand. In 
the first place, they know that it is necessary for them ; 
the Lord would not send it, if it were not, there is " a 
needs be." Whatever be the affliction, whatever its 
nature, its bitterness, or its poignancy ; yet it is neces- 
sary for you, necessary in order that you may be made 
meet for your inheritance beyond the tomb. It is not 
chance that has turned your prosperity into adversity ; 
that shock which has so shattered you, came from Him 
who knows your tribulation, and because it is needful 
for you. The Christian mother may gaze upon the 
clay-cold form of her infant child, and none but a 
mother can know the awful agony which rends the 
heart, at the thought that its infant smile can never 
more gladden her desolate and lonely hours ; yet, still 
through the blinding tears of agony, the eye of faith 
may trace upon that calm and peaceful brow, there is 
" a needs be," the Lord is too just to err, and too good 
to be unkind. '"' 

A second source of comfort under chastisement, is 
the sympathy of Jesus. Sympathy from those we love 
is always sweet ; to pour our tale of care or woe into 
the ear of another, even though that other may not be 
able to relieve us, yet still his sympathy removes half the 
bitterness. But, oh, how much sweeter to lay before 
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the Lord of glory, that which so bitterly distresses 
us, assured that He is one " who is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities," one, who *^ in all afflictions is 
afflicted." A believer may weep tears of bitter agony, 

' Jesus can sympathize, for Jesus wept. ' A believer 
may be surrounded with multiplied sorrows, Jesus 

1 can sympathize, for He was the " Man of sorrows." 
A believer may be persecuted by outward foes, and 
inward temptation, Jesus can sympathize, for He was 
" tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin." 
A believer may be desolate, yet not forsaken, for He 
who sits upon the throne, speaks peace to the broken 
heart, " Fear thou not, for I am with thee." Oh, my 

\ friends, take all your sorrows and trials to Jesus ; He 
is your sympathizing Lord, your compassionating Sa- 

• viour. He is the " Friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother," "the dearest among ten thousand," and 
"altogether lovely." It is His grace alone that can 
sanctify you ; His strength aloAe that can uphold you ; 
and it is His voice of love, that breathes in tones of 
love and mercy, inviting the weary and heavy laden to 
come to Him for rest. 

^- One other source of comfort under chastisement is, 

that it makes our future glory more welcome. It is 

the traveller who has to cross the burning and track- 

\ less sands of the desert, fainting beneath the scorching 

\ TBjs of a noonday sun, that enjoys most the cooling 
shade and refreshing stream of the verdant oasis. It 
is the tempest-tossed mariner who hails with most 
delight the haven where he would be. It is the man 
who has been racked with pain to whom sleep and 
its forgetfulness are most sweet. So it is the Christian 
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who has passed through the deepest waters of tribula- ) 
tion that will enjoy most the kingdom of Grod. What ' 
comfort, then, there is for me as a tried believer. My ;; 
( present sorrows are but making my future glory more 
(^ welcome, more to be longed after ; a glory where those j 
things which 'HOW make me sad, shall either be sunk I 
in the land of forgetfulness, or assume a phase so ■ 
bright that I may even rejoice in them ; a glory 
where the bitter sob is for ever hushed, the tear for 
ever dried, pain for ever ended, and death for ever 
destroyed; a glory with which the stranger cannot 
intermeddle, dimmed by no passing cloud, unalloyed 
I ^ by no transient suffering ; a glory " where the wicked .. 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest : '* 
unchanging and eternal. ' ' " ■ ■ ■ -^ 

And now let me remind you of the exhortation with 
which the apostle prefaces the text: "Ye have for- 
gotten the exhortation which speaks unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him." Sad 
thought ! It is possible even for believers to despise 
the Lord's chastening^ It may be asked. How can 
this be? I answer, there are three ways in which, 
even as the true children of Grod, we may despise His 
correction. 1. B^ nauseating it. I use the term, as 
best expressing the meaning. Just as a man shrinks 
from a dose of nauseous medicine, so do we often 
shrink from the chastening of our Heavenly Father, 
as something nauseous. We do not like it ; " the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit;" we nauseate the cup, instead 
of bowing to the will of Him who holds it. Jesus, in 
Getbsemane's dark garden, when His soul was exceed-^ 

M 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 




162 GHASTISING LOVE. 

ing sorrowful, shrank for a moment from His coming 
woe : " If it be possible, let this cup pass from me : ** 
but the next moment He acquiesces in His Father's 
will, and drains the cup of wrath to its very dregs : 
" Not as I will, but as Thou wilt." And may not we 
pray so too, if we are placed in painful and afflicting cir- 
cumstances ; or if we are dreading some dire calamity 
which we fear will sink us to the earth; then it is not for- 
bidden us as Christians to pray that, if possible, the cup 
may pass from us without oiir drinking it. This is not de- 
spising the chastening of the Lord ; it is only despising 
it when we do not add, " Not my will, but thine be 
done." Again, we despise the chastening of the Lord 
when we slight it, Le.y when we do not seek to know 
the cause why it is sent, and the end which God has 
in view. Job, under accumulated and aggravated 
trial, sought to know why God so afflicted him : " Show 
me wherefore thou contendest with me." It is by 
searching out the cause, and mourning for it, that 
trial becomes a blessing, and God's end accomplished. 
Eemember, it is human nature to fear the coming 
blow : it is stoicism not to feel it| but it is Christianity 
" to hear the rod, and who hath appointed it : " to let 
that voice pass by unheard, to disregard the stroke, to 
slight the end intended, is to despise the correction of 
the Almighty, and to draw down upon ourselves His 
heaviest chastisements. Once more, we despise the 
chastening of the Lord when we rebel against it, ue,, 
when we murmur and are discontented because of the 
way in which God is leading us. What was David's 
feeling under sad reverses and bitter sorrows ? Did 
he murmur, as though some strange thing had happened 
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nnto him ? Ah ! no ; but he calmlj resigns himself 
into the hand of God. " I was dumb, I opened not 
my mouth, because Thou didst it.** ^ What was the 
utterance of the aged Job, when the last messenger of 
evil tidings broke to him the astounding news, that 
not only was he stripped of all this world's wealth, but 
that also he was childless and alone ? Did he rebel 
against the hand that had hurled him down ? Ah ! 
no ; but he blesses Him who smote Him. " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away : blessed be the 
name of the Lord." ^ My friends, it is by walking in their 
footsteps, following their example even as they followed 
Christ, that you will be able to realize their experience, 
*' It is good for me that I was afflicted.*' " My son, 
despise not, therefore, the chastening of the Lord : " 
study it ; seek to know its end. Soon all mysteries 
shall be solved, soon you shall see clearly what now 
you know not, for "yet a little while, and He that 
shall come, will come, and will not tarry." 

^ Psalm xxxix. 9. ^ job i. 21. 
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Hbb. iy. 15, 16. 

* POB WB HATB KOT Alff HIGH FSTBST WHICH CAJSHSfOT BB 
TOUCHED WITH THE VEEIiDTa OP OUB DrEIBMITIXS ; BUT 
WAS IN^ ALL POINTS TEMPTED TJXE AS WE ABB, TET 
WITHOUT Snr. let us THEBBFOBE COME BOLDLY TTSTO 
THE THBOVE OP OBACE, THAT WE HAY OBTAIN IIEBCY, 

Ain> Fiin> asACE to help m time op need." 



This text hangs, so to speak, on the verse which 
immediatelj precedes it, " Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession." " Fob 
we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Now, it will 
be necessary, before entering into the words of the 
text, to explain what is meant by the High Priest 
passing into the 'heavens. You must bear in mind, 
that all the sacrifices under the Jewish Law were but 
types and shadows of something yet to come, pre- 
figuring or foreshadowing some great sacrifice which 
should remove the penalty attaching to sin, and open 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers. That great 
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sacrifice was Jesus, the everlasting Son of God ; in 
Him were fulfilled all those things which were but 
shadows and mysteries under the Jewish Law. Now, 
the subject before us has special reference to the 
Priesthood of Christ. Under the Ceremonial Law, the 
High Priest was the Chief Ruler, appointed by God 
especially to the service of the Tabernacle.^ The 
Tabernacle was that which God had commanded to be 
set up in the wilderness, as His own pecub'ar dwelling- 
place, and it was there that the Shechinah, or God's 
visible presence, appeared on the mercy-seat* It was 
divided into two parts, the holy place, and the holy of 
holies J into the first, the priests might go, but into the 
latter, the high priest alone might go, and that but 
once a-year, on the great day of atonement; when, after 
faftving slain the lamb, he entered within the veil, to 
sprinkle the blood toward the mercy-seat, and to make 
atonanent for the sins of himself and the people. 
Now, if we but glance a moment at the history of the 
Saviour, we see that Aaron's high priesthood was only 
a type of His. Aaron's entering into the holy of holies 
with the blood of atonement, was but the foreshadow- 
ing of the Saviour's propitiation and intercession. 
Jesus was God*s appointed High Priest, not for the 
Jewish nation only, but for the whole world. He had 
to make an atonement not for Himself, for He was 
*^ holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners," 
but for a world's sins; and in order to do so. He 
sacrificed Himself, a Lamb without spot and blemish, 
on Calvary, and then entered into the heaven of 
heavens, with the blood of atonement, even His 
own blood, there to make intercession for us, thus 
^ See Leviticus viii. 
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becoming both Priest and sacrifice. The Jews had a 
High Priest, but we have a better, even Jesus the Son 
of God. They had an earthly tabernacle, honoured by 
God's visible presence, into which the High Priest 
entered once a-year ; but we have a better tabernacle, 
even heaven itself, into which our Great High Priest 
has entered, ever living to intercede, giving us the 
gracious assurance that, '* if any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous ; 
and He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world."* They 
had the blood of atonement, the blood of an innocent 
and spotless lamb. We have not the blood of bulls, 
or of goats, but the blood of Jesus, " who through the 
Eternal Spirit offered Himself, without spot, to God.** 
Yea, and as each drop of that blood flowed down from 
His wounded hands, His side, and His feet, it told a 
tale of joy to every sinner. " The blood of Jesus 
Chbist oleanseth fbom all sin.'' 

Such, then, is the meaning of our Great High Priest 
passing into the heavens ; let us now see the apostle's 
argument founded on it, '^ For we have not an High 
Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."' 
Here we have, 

I. The characteb of our Great High Priest, He 
is spoken of as " touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities," "tempted in all points likeas we are, yet with- 
out sin." Now, believers in Christ often lose much " joy 
1 1 John ii. 1, 2. » Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
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and peace in beKeving," because they look too much at 
themselves, and not enough at Christ. The moment 
we take a glance at our hearts, and see there the de- 
pravity that reigns, and the exceeding vileness even of 
our most holy things ; we are constrained to cry out 
from the depths of a broken heart, Alas, I am undone. 
But if, instead of looking so much at ourselves, we 
would look more at Christ as a Saviour and Intercessor ; 
we should soon see, that however vile the picture may 
be within, yet the picture without is very cheering, 
that with the leper of old, in the contemplation of 
Jesus' perfect sacrifice, and finished righteousness, we 
shall be able to exclaim, ''Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean." Indeed, in this cold world of 
ours, there is so much of hollow friendship, so much of 
base ingratitude, so much to doubt and fear about, that 
it seems not only wrong, but foolish, to doubt Jesus, 
who is the only sure and stedfast friend to the humble 
Christian, even that ''friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother.** My dear friends, let me urge you in all your 
sorrows, but especially in your spiritual sorrows, to 
" cast all your burden upon the Lord,'* assured, that 
** He will sustain you." Look at Jesus as He is, a 
Saviour and an Intercessor. As a Saviour, He left 
His throne of glory, suffered, bled, and died for you. 
As an Intercessor, He rose again, ascended up on 
high, and now lives to plead for you ; and " if when 
ye were enemies, ye were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more being reconciled, shall 
ye be saved by His life."^ 

Now, in looking at the character of our Great High 
> Bom. y. 10. 
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Priest, as brought before us in the tezt^ let me call 
your attention to Him as a tried Saviour. Thia is 
most important, because as a tried Saviour, He knows 
the temptations which assail us as His believing people. 
He was a tried Saviour^ " in all points tempted like 
as we are." Mark it well, not only tempted or tried, 
but in allpointSy like as we are. We are apt to think, 
when we are suffering under accumulated sorrow, that 
none ever endured such before, but Christ endured it 
all, " He was tempted in aU points like as we are.'* 
There is not a pain which racks the body, which did 
*not shoot through the frame of the God-man. There is 
not a sorrow which oppresses the heart, that did not 
bow down the heart of Jesus. There is not a trouble 
which pierces the soul, which did not penetrate the 
soul of Jesus. '^ He was tempted in aU points like as 
we are." 

Let us but wander back to bygone days and bygone 
scenes, when this earth of ours was trodden by the 
footsteps of the Son of God ; days on which hung a 
world's destiny and our individual hopes: and what 
a picture meets our gaze of patient but enduring 
agony! We stand at Jacob's weH: two figures 
are before us: the one a weary, footsore traveller^ 
almost fainting with thirst: the other a woman 
of Samaria, an adulteress: yet the one is forgetting 
His own sorrow and suffering, and imparting to the 
other's dying soul the sweet truths of salvation. Listen 
to His words. " Jesus answered and said unto her. 
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again : 
but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst : but the water that I shall give 
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him sball be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life/'^ What words of grace and love! 
Yet He was sorrowful, oh ! so sorrowful : the " man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." No downy 
pillow solaced His aching head; no luxui;^ous table 
was prepared for Him ; no kindly roof sheltered His 
weary and exhausted frame ; the very beasts and 
birds had that rest which was denied to Him. 
** Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay His head."^ Pass on further; follow Him on 
His mission : it was one of love and mercy : " He 
went about doing good." Nothing stayed Him : 
from city to city, from town to town, and from 
village to village, He passed along, to heal the sick, 
bind up the brokenhearted, and to preach the glad 
tidings of salvation. But how was He received? 
The devils met Him, and cried out in terror, "We 
know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God." Man 
met Him : not to weep and to pray, but to persecute 
Him. The hand which held out pardon, they turned 
from with scowling faces and fierce hate. Falsehood, 
fraud, mockery, ingratitude, and scorn, were opposed 
to Him on every side. But this was not all : hatred 
0oon turned to murder, and the wild and thrilling 
Hosannah of yesterday was exchanged for the frantic 
cries of an infuriated mob, "Away with Him, away with 
Him, crucify Him." Look on ; we have worse scenes 
yet to contemplate : I mean the dark hours in which 
Satan assailed Him. Words would fail to express the 
fierce conflicts which He endured in the wilderness, 
when thrice He foiled the fiend ; using no carnal 
I John iv. 14. 3 Matt., nil 20. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



170 SYMPATHIZING LOVE. 

weapon, but the keen though simple sword of the 
Spirit, " It is written." Language, however touching, 
could not paint the agonizing scene in Grethsemane, 
when He wrestled with strong crying and tears against 
Satan's overwhelming power. Thought, however vivid, 
fails to bring to one's mind the intensity of that woe 
which Satan brought upon Him on the cross, when, 
for three whole hours. He hung in deathlike silence a 
world's victim, but the devil's destroyer. One other 
scene, to Him more bitter, yet remained : the hiding 
of His Father's face, the exclusion from His presence. 
Oh ! take your stand at Calvary for one moment : that 
dying victim hanging bleeding, dying there, is bearing 
all the accumulated wrath of God in the stead of the 
sinner. "It has pleased the Father to bruise Him." 
How patiently He hangs ; no word of complaint passes 
His lips. But hark ! how nature thrills ; hark ! how 
every heart is appalled; see how the sun veils his 
beams in midnight darkness ; for from the cross there 
rings a cry so terrible, and yet so piercingly distinct, 
that it sends a chill of terror to every soul. It pro- 
claimed the consummation of the Bedeemer's sufferings, 
the very acme of His agony. He could bear all His 
woe while His Father was with Him, but when His 
presence was withdrawn, that cry of agony, uttered 
from the very depths of His soul, told forth the mighty 
secret which oppressed it : " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken Me ? " Ah ! this was the tried 
Son of God ; tried in all points, like as, yea, far more 
than we are, in bodily suffering, in persecutions, in 
Satan's temptations, and in the hidings of His Father's 
face. "Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto His sorrow which is done unto Him, wherewith 
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the Lord hath afflicted Him in the daj of his fierce 
anger." 

In the next place, we must look at our great High 
Priest as a sympathizing Saviour. One might ahnost 
be tempted to wonder why Jesus would submit to such 
dreadful suffering as we have just contemplated, but 
we may see in it His surpassing love, "In that He 
Himself suffered being tempted. He is able to succour 
them that are tempted.'* ^ Believer in Christ : keep in 
view this great truth, Jesus suffered being tempted, in 
order that He might be able to sympathize with, and 
succour His tried and tempted ones. Those only who 
have felt trouble themselves, and have obtained conso- 
lation of the Lord, know how " to comfort others, with 
the same consolation wherewith they themselves have 
been comforted of God." It is quite unnatural, and 
indeed wrong, to say to a Christian in sorrow, " Do 
not weep, it is the Lord's doing ; " because it is quite 
possible to weep, ah ! and to weep bitterly, and yet to 
feel resigned ; it is quite possible to mourn in agony, 
and yet, in the midst of that woe, to realize " Thy will 
be done." Our duty, as Christians, is to show Chris- 
tian sympathy, to " rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and to weep with them that weep."* This is just 
what our blessed Lord did, giving us an example that 
we should follow His footsteps. When He stood at 
the tomb of the much loved Lazarus, He did not say 
to Martha and Mary, " Do not weep," but rather He 
sympathized in their suffering, and joined in their 
sorrow. We read, " Jesus wept." ' And just as in 
the days of His flesh, every scene of sorrow drew forth 

I Heb. ii. 18. ^ Bom. ziL 15. ^ John zi. 85. 
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His compassion and mercy, so is it now, as He sits 
exalted on His Father's throne. "We have not an 
High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities.*' It would be difficult for us to find 
a passage more strongly expressive of Jesus' sympa- 
thizing love. Nothing does or can take place of 
which He is not cognisant ; and He is no unconcerned 
spectator; for while He sees all and knows all. He 
cheers the breaking heart with His own sweet promise, 
" I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am there ye may be also." * 

My friends, have you ever seen a sinner turning away 
from sin, his conscience powerfully awakened by the 
Spirit of God to know his sinfulness and to feel his 
need of a Saviour ? Many a boiling tear courses down 
his cheek, many a piercing cry for mercy passes into 
the presence of God. It may be, days and weeks and 
months hurry on, and there seems no peace, no answer 
to his prayer, and, what is worse, no hope ! Think 
you that our great High Priest is not attentively 
r^arding all ? Think you that He who has invited 
the weary and heavy laden to come to Him does not 
hear ? Ah ! yes ; every tear is seen by Him, every 
prayer is heard by Him, every sigh touches His very 
soul; and though for His own wise and inscrutable 
purposes He may not answer at once, yet He pleads 
at heaven's bar for him, " Father, forgive him.** Or 
mark the believer in sorrow. His trials may be varied 
and multiplied, bearing on their surface apparently, 
though not really, the anger of God. What is his 
consolation in such seasons ? I answer, it is the mani- 
^ John xiy. 8. 
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Testation of Christ to his soul as a sympathizing Saviour. 
Perhaps he may be sorely persecuted, but Jesus speaks 
peace: "I have seen thy afflictions, I know thy 
sorrows." A wife has lost a husband, her stay, her 
all: Jesus whispers in tones of sympathy, "Let thy 
widows trust in me." Children have lost parents, 
and been thrust, all helpless and forlorn, on the cold 
sympathies of a colder world: Jesus pours into the 
orphan's soul the sweet balm of consolation, " In me 
the fatherless findeth mercy." Trials oft and severe 
may.overtake us, but Jesus whispers, " All things work 
together for good to them th^t love God." Darkness 
may thicken around us and overwhelm us in its gloom, 
yet Jesus points us to brighter hours and brighter 
scenes, to the "glory yet to be revealed in us," when 
the gloom of sorrow shall be swept away before a 
bright and eternal day, when all the mysteries in God's 
providence shall be cleared up, when we shall no longer 
" see through a glass darkly, but face to face, when we 
shall know even as we are known." Ah ! when the 
dawn of the first resurrection mom shall burst through 
the shades of sin and darkness ; when the archangel's 
pealing trumpet shall summon ten thousand times ten 
thousand saints, to take part in the blessedness of that 
great day ; when past scenes of sorrow and suffering 
shall be forgotten in the sunlight of Christ's glorious 
presence ; when saints shall be reunited with saints to 
part no more for ever, but unceasingly and untiringly 
to swell the anthem of the skies ; oh ! how many then 
who now dare scarcely believe, through fear and 
trembling, their union to Jesus, shall rend the very 
vault of heaven with the exulting cry, " My Lord and 
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my God : " ** Lo, this is our God ; we have waited 
I for Him, and He will save us ; lo, this is the Lord, we 
have waited for Him, we will rejoice and be glad in 
His salvation." ^ 

In the next place, we must regard our great High 
Priest as a sinless Saviour, " He was tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin/* St. Paul 
declares the same truth concerning Him, in another 
place, in connexion with His priesthood. "Where- 
fore He is able to save to the uttermost them that come 
to God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them. For such an High Priest became us, 
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners."^ The Scriptures are very clear in stating 
the sinless nature of the Lord Jesus Christ, for, though 
He w^ man, yet He was, at the same time, very and 
eternal God. Though He was made flesh, yet He was 
the Everlasting Word, who had been with God from 
the beginning, and was God. Though He was the 
Son bom, and the Child given, yet He was **the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, and the Prince 
of Peace." ^ More, our blessed Lord Himself speaks 
of His oneness with the Father, " I and My Father are 
one ;"* " Believe Me, that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in Me." ^ So, again, the Apostle in the first of 
Hebrews, speaks of the Son as being "in the brightness 
of God's glory, and the express image of His person."® 
I might quote many other passages, showing that our 
blessed Lord, though man, was also Grod ; that, in a 
word. He was " Emmanuel, God with us." Hence, there- 

1 Isaiah xxt. 9. ' Hebrews vii. 25, 26. ^ Isaiah ix. 6. 
* John X. 30. * John xiv. 11. • Heb. i. 3. 
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fpre, as Grod, as '* Jehovah's fellow," He could know no 
sin. In Him there could be no guile. "The Prince of 
this world would come, but find nothing in Him." It is 
most important to notice this truth, that the Lord Jesus 
was not only a iriedy a sympathizing^ but also a sinless 
Saviour. If He had not been so, His sacrifice would 
have been useless. The sinner could not atone for the 
sinner ; no victim could satisfy the offended holiness of 
God, but a pure, spotless, sinless victim. Hence the 
Father laid on His own Son, His spotless, innocent 
Son, man's guilt. " He made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of €rod in Him." While, therefore, we look at 
Christ as a sinless Saviour, we see one "tempted 
in all points like as we are," " made perfect through 
sufferings," " conformed to His brethren in all things, 
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest, 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people." And we see, too, one all pure 
and all holy, even God, able to succour and to help. 
Jesus is just the Saviour we need ; He is man to pity, 
He is GU)d to help. Hence, when I hear those whis- 
pering tones of love, speaking peace to my broken 
heart : " Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest ; " I know, that, 
as man. He invites, " Come unto Me," but as God, He 
promises rest, " I will give thee rest ; " and, knowing 
this, my burdened spirit casts off her load at His foot- 
stool, and my heart takes up the response, "Be- 
hold, I come unto Thee, for Thou art the Lord my 
God." 
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This leads us now to 

II. The Exhortation Given. 

"Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we maj obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in every time of need." 

Now, in the first place, notice the place to which we 
are exhorted to come. It is to " the throne of grace.** 
Different passages strike different minds differently, 
but this one before us always seems to me to lift up as 
it were the veil which hangs between us and the un- 
seen world. True, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him."^ 
Yet, in looking at the text, we may almost fancy that 
we can behold God the Father enthroned, with a world's 
destinies in His hands, and Jesus, the stricken liamb, 
but exalted High Priest, pleading before the throne 
the virtue of His all-sufficient atonement. But, mark 
the sinner's hope, God sits upon a throne of grace; the 
throne of the King of kings is established in grace ; 
grace, free and abounding grace, is the foundation of it; 
grace, free and abounding grace, is dispensed from it 
The heart which is broken with a sense of sin, is 
broken by the grace of God. The soul, pardoned and 
accepted, is pardoned by the grace of God. The soul, 
glorified, is brought to glory by the grace of God. 
" By the grace of God we are what we are,** and by 
1 1 Oor. u. 9. 
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the grace of God we Aall be what we shall be in the 
Jingdom of glojy. What a world would this be if 
God sat only on a throne of justice ! Who then could 
be saved ? Who then would not be overwhelmed with 
despair ? But it is not so. He is on a throne of 
grace, by day and by night, from year to year, from 
generation to generation, He is on such a throne. All 
nations, and kindreds, and tongues, may come and 
worship before Him, and no prayer that passes into 
His presence, sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, 
will ever be cast out. 

But, oh I let me remind you an hour is approaching 
when this throne of grace will be exchanged for the 
throne of judgment ; when assembled millions of small 
and great shall stand before that great white throne, 
and, in the presence of Him before whom heaven 
and earth shall flee away ; when the awful books shall 
be opened, books in which are recorded the dark cata- 
logue of the past, and according to which man 
will be judged. Ah ! if you be not found in Christ 
in that day, you cannot stand in the judgment ; if your 
sins be not blotted out in His blood, they will hope- 
lessly and eternally condemn you. He who now, day 
after day, invites the lost, " Come unto Me,** will speak 
in tones of awful displeasure, "Depart from Me." 
Have pity upon yourselves, save yourselves from such 
woe. Seek the blood of cleansing ; flee into the ark ; 
" Seek the Lord while He may be found ; call upon 
Him, while He is near." 

In the next place, we notice, the Apostle exhorts to 
Christian boldness, " Let us therefore come boldfy to 
the throne of grace." God forbid that I should cause 

N 
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anj to be indifiPerent at the throae of grace, or in anj 
way favour presupiption. Yet, still I would urge, very 
earnestly, Christian boldness at the throne of grace, 
not because I think it right, but because God's Word 
says it is ; and, moreover, because the Holy Ghost 
puts it into the heart of the believing children of 
God, to come without fear to God in Christ, for 
in Christ, He is our reconciled and loving Father. 

I well know the objection which wiU at once 
be raised by the trembling and doubting Christian, 
namely, " His own unworthiness." If I speak to such 
a one, let me remind you, that this is no cause for 
fear, but rather for rejoicing ; for a sense of your 
own unworthiness will increase, in proportion as 
you "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ." As the believer grows in 
grace, he must grow in humility. But this must 
not keep you from Christian boldness in prayer; 
nay, more, it need not, for when we draw 
near to God, it is not in our own name, but in the 
all prevailing name of Jesus our Advocate ; we 
are not pleading our own merit, but the all-sufficient 
merit of Jesus : we are not clothed in our own right- 
eousnes, but in the spotless robe of Christ's everlasting 
righteousness : we may raise innumerable doubts, but 
they all flee before that sweet assurance of the Gospel, 
Jesus is "able to save to the uttermost, them that come 
to God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.** ^ True, if we had to approach the 
mercy seat, with nothing to plead but our own merit 
or righteousness, there would be no possible hope ; but 
* Hebrews vii. 25. 
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with such a Saviour and with such aa advocate, we need 
have no fear, for "Him the Father heareth always." 

But to look at the same truth in a different aspect : 
supposing we had been sold as slaves to some foreign 
king or potentate, and he were to promise us our 
liberty, on the condition that a certain ransom were 
paid to him for it. Supposing we had the ransom 
which he demanded, we might go with boldness to 
him, pay the ransom, and not only ask, but fairly 
demand our freedom. Now we have sold ourselves as 
slaves to sin and Satan ; we have dishonoured Jehovah 
and stained His glory, we have been excluded from 
the kingdom of heaven, God has required a ransom. 
We could not pay it, but Jesus paid it, even the 
sacrifice of Himself ; I urge therefore that resting on 
Jesus' atonement, with His blood in our hands, we 
may go to the very mercy seat, and ask the fulfilment 
of God's own gracious promises, and though we may 
have been the very chief of sinners, yet the soothing 
words will be borne to our hearts, ** Thy sins are for- 
given thee, go in peace," for " Whatsoever we shall 
ask the Father in Christ's name, He will give it us."^ 

In the last place, the Apostle exhorts to Christian 
confidence, "That we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in every time of need." Now there are 
two things mentioned here, as comprising the extent of 
our wants, mercy and grace. Mercy is what we need 
first : when we are drawn to Christ, we are guilty, self 
condemned, and in agony; consequently our first cry 
must be that which the Publican uttered, "God be 
merciful to me a sinner." Do not mistake me, I do 
1 John xvi. 23. 
N 2 
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not mean to eaj, that we onlj need God's mercj in 
Christ, when we are first led to look to Jesus as a 
Saviour; we need it every daj, we need it every hour, 
for continued sins, and for manifold short comings; 
but the idea conveyed in the text seems to be that 
mercy is our first want. Grace is our second and 
continued want ; that is, upholding grace, directing 
grace, and sanctifying grace, grace which goes along 
with us in the narrow path, leading us upwards to God, 
until it be swallowed up in everlasting glory. Now 
mercy and grace are what we are exhorted in the text 
to pray for ; nay, more, there is also implied a tacit 
promise that we shall receive them, "that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in every time of 
need ;*' and this is but a reiteration of that promise of 
our blessed Lord, *' Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you." My friends do you say, you do pray, but 
you receive no answer to your prayers ? P£RS£V£BE, 
"men ought always tq pray and not to faint," the 
answer may be delayed, but sooner or later it will 
come, perhaps not as you desire, but as it is good for 
your soul. " Ask only and it shall be given you." 
Do you need mercy ? Ask for it, seek for it, and you 
will find it, for " Him that cometh unto Jesus, He will 
in no wise cast out." Do you need converting grace ? 
" Ask, and it shall be given you." Do you need sup- 
porting grace ? " Ask, and it shall be given you," 
even " grace sufficient for you." Do you need direct- 
ing grace ? "Ask, and it shall be given you," even 
that grace which will " guide you into all truth." Do 
you need strengthening grace ? " Ask, and it shall 
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he given jou," even " strength made perfect in your 
weakness." Why then cast down ? Why go mourning 
all your days ? Why this distrust, this unbelief ? Why 
not rather, as believers, seek this Christian boldness, 
this childlike confidence, which can raise us above de- 
sponding thoughts and fears, and make us press on, 
with increasing haste, to "Jerusalem, which is above.** 

The subject suggests two important lessons. First, 
the necessity of prayer. Every man is a sinner, and 
should pray for pardon : every man is weak, and 
should pray for grace : not till a man ceases to be a 
sinner, should he cease to pray for pardon ; not till he 
knows that by his own strength he can stand, should 
he cease to pray for grace. And can this ever be ? 
Never ! never I it is only when we are glorified, and 
like Christ, that we can cease to be sinners, hell deserv- 
ing sinners. Ah I then how necessary to be in a 
constant habit of prayer ; it is the secret of happiness, 
the secret of holiness, the secret of peace, and the 
secret of assurance. There are many bright spirits 
around the throne, many who have passed through 
great tribulations, and have washed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb ; but there was one spirit which 
characterised them here, each and every one, namely, 
the spirit of Prayer. May we only seek to have the 
same spirit, that it may be said of us, as it was of 
Cornelius, " He prayed to God always." 

The second lesson is, Man^s awful responsibility. 
And what is this ? Ah ! listen, if the soul perishes, 
it perishes wilfully : in this will consist the chief 
bitterness of Hell, the knowledge that the sinner wil- 
fully murdered his own soul ; that he would not come 
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to Christ, that he might have life ; that he rejected thd 
Saviour, and with the Saviour, heaven and hope. Oh 
careless, dying, lost, perishing soul, stop one moment 
on the brink of ruin, stop ere it be too late, stop and 
tremble at your own guilt. There is a throne of 
grace, and it is always accessible. There is a God 
delighting in mercy, delighting to pardon. There is 
a Saviour, who bled for you, and now lives to plead 
for you. There is the Holy Spirit, who can manifest 
Christ to your soul, and translate you out of darkness 
into light. " Why will ye die ?" " Why reject salva- 
tion ?" Why live as if there were no eternity ? as if 
there were no God, no Heaven, no Hell ? when they 
they are all fearful and terrific realities. Why will 
ye die ? Know you not that your immortal soul is 
perishing, that sin which you hug is slaying you ; 
know you not that Satan rejoices, that angels mourn, 
that Jesus weeps. Oh listen to His voice of lamenta- 
tion, " If thou wouldst know, even thou, at least, 
in this thy day, the things which belong to thy peace." 
" Why will ye die ? " " What meanest thou, oh 
sleeper ?" to be asleep and dead, while time is hurry- 
ing into eternity. Asleep and dead, when the next 
moment may place you at the bar of God, unpardoned 
and unsaved. Asleep, amid the startling realities of 
judgment, eternity, a coming Saviour. What meanest 
thou ? Oh awake, ^^ awake thou that sleepest., and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." 
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ISATAH XL. 1. 
"COMPOBT TB, COMPOBT YB MY PEOPLE, SAITH TOUB GOD." 

These words are addressed, by Jehovah Himself, 
to His ministering servants, as the burden of their 
message to afflicted Jerusalem. The Septuagint 
renders it, " Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith 
your God ; O ye priests, speak to the heart of Jeru- 
salem, and comfort her." From which we gather 
that God bids His ministers to proclaim peace and 
comfort to His people in general ; because, though 
this message was to be addressed primarily to Jeru- 
salem, yet it points to events in which every believing 
child of Grod has as deep an interest, when " The glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it."i 

It is worthy of particular attention, that the burden 
of the Grospel message is peace ; for, if you look 
throughout the Scriptures, you will always find 
^ Isaiah xl. 5» 
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Jebovah in the midst of judgment remembering 
mercj ; that, while denouncing the most awful 
judgments, yet, at the same time, He points out 
the refuge from these judgments. But, for a 
moment, let us look at some illustrations of this 
truth. In the first chapter of Isaiah, Grod is 
there speaking of Israel's sin and ingratitude against 
Himself: "The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master's crib ; but Israel doth not know, Mj 
people doth not consider. Ah, sinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that 
are corrupters : they have forsaken the Lord, thej have 
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward. Why should ye be stricken any 
more ? Ye will revolt more and more : the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
sole of the foot even unto the head there is no sound- 
ness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores." ^ Now, mark the manner in which He seeks to 
bring back His wandering people. He uses the lan- 
guage of entreaty and peace : " Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord : though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."* 
Again, in the twenty-eighth chapter of the same 
prophet, we find Jehovah denouncing the heaviest 
woes against the drunkards of Ephraim, Because 
they had said, "We have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell are we at agreement ; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not 
1 Isaiah i 3—6. ^ Isaiah i. 18. 
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come unto us : for we have made lies our refuge, and 
Tinder falsehood have we hid ourselves." ^ Yet, ere He 
utters the greatness of the desolation that should come 
upon them, He points them to the only refuge from the 
coming storm, " Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation : he that believeth shall not make haste." ^ 
So, throughout the prophet Ezekiel, we find the Lord 
continually speaking of Israel's complete ruin ; yet, at 
the same time. He utters His own solemn protest 
against it, in words of tenderness and peace. " As I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live : turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for 
why will ye die, O house of Israel ?*' ^ Again, see the 
language of our blessed Saviour, " God manifest in the 
flesh ; " in the midst of the most awful denunciations 
against the wicked cities, " Woe unto thee, Chorazin ; 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida," He addresses an invitation 
of mercy to each individual in those cities, if only they 
would accept it, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest ; " ^ and 
though, day after day, He was reviled and rejected, yet 
He drove not from His presence those that scorned 
Him, but only uttered those wailing complainings^ 
enough to pierce the hardest hearts, "'Ye will not 
come to Me, that ye might have life." "If thou 
hadst known, even thou at least in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace.** If this^ then, 

^ Isaiah xzviii. 15. > Isaiah xxviii 16. ^ Ezekiel xzxiii. 11. 
^ Matthew xi. 28. i 
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is the language of Jebovah, peace to the dying and 
lost, if only they will flee to the blood of cleansing ; 
even '^ peace, peace to him that is afar off, and to him 
that is near, saith the Lord, and I will heal him ; " if 
the Son of God has come, preaching peace through the 
blood of His cross ; then the burden of His minister'^ 
message ought to be peace^ that while we know ** the 
terrors of the Lord, we should persuade men." To us 
has been committed the ministry of reconciliation ; we 
are the ambassadors for Christ, we are the stewards of 
the manifold mysteries of God ; we stand in Christ's 
stead, and '^ watching for souls, as those that must give 
account," our privilege is to proclaim peace through the 
atonement of Jesus, and to beseech the enemies of the 
cross of Oirist to " become reconciled to God." But, 
alas ! alas I who is sufficient for these things ? 

My messt^e now is a message of comfort to the 
Lord's people ; the question, therefore, is of consider- 
able importance. Who are the Lord!s people f They 
are characterized by many and various titles. They 
are called the elect of God, *' chosen in Christ Jesus 
before the foundation of the world ; " the sheep of 
Christ, who know their Saviour, and are known of 
Him ; the Lord's jewels^ which shall be gathered, all 
bright and lustrous, into Bis casket, in the day of His 
appearing ; the polished stones, which shall compose 
the New Jerusalem ; the sons of God, separate from 
the world, adopted into the family of God, conformed 
to the Saviour's image ; the saints, who shall stand 
without fault before the throne of God ; believers in 
Jesus, possessors of that vital and saving faith, which 
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** purifies the heart," "worketh by love," and "over- 
comes the world ; " the sealed ones, " sealed hj the 
H0I7 Ghost, unto the day of redemption; " the bride of 
the Lamb, who shall sit down with Him to the 
marriage feast, amid the rapturous shouts of angelic 
hosts, " Alleluia ! let us be glad and rejoice ; for the 
marriage of the Lamb hath come, and His wife hath 
made herself ready." Li one word, the Lord's people 
are those who have been washed in a Saviour's blood, 
clothed in a Saviour's righteousness, sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost, and thus possess both a title to, and meet- 
ness for, " the inheritance of the saints in light." It is * 
to these, then, that the Lord of Hosts bids us speak 
comfort, to assure them of the sweet and consoling 
truth, that whatever may be the trials, afflictions, or 
temptations they may meet in their onward path, 
yet they need " fear none of those things which they 
shall suffer :" Jesus loves His own, even unto the end ; 
and He will enable them to be faithful unto death, so 
that they may receive the crown of glory, and as victors 
" sit down with Him on His throne, even as He 
Himself overcame, and hath sat down with His 
Father on His throne."^ 

In the next place, we must notice, TFhp the Lord's 
people need comfort ? The answer is twofold : L Be» 
cause of their present position ; in a world of sin and 
sinners, " coming up out of the wilderness," beset with 
snares on every hand, surrounded with enemies, and 
continually assailed with the fiercest temptations ; oft- 
times darkness within, and gloom without ; and though, 
as they hasten upwards through the troubled waste, 
^ Bey. iii 21.. 
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leaning on the Saviour's arm, their course may be 
sweetened by bright beams of sunshine from the throne 
of Grod ; yet on every passing object there is traced, 
and on every passing breath the ear of faith may catch 
the solemn warning, *' Arise ye and depart, for this is 
not your rest." In a word, the people of the Lord are, 
like Noah's dove, unable to find any solid ground in this 
world on which to rest their weary foot ; they are 
in an uncongenial land, breathing an uncongenial 
atmosphere; their home is beyond the skies, man- 
sions in their Father's house ; *^ their citizenship is in 
heaven, from whence they look for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall change their vile body, that it may be 
like unto His glorious body ; according to the mighty 
working, whereby He is able to subdue all things to 
Himself." 

But, more : the people of the Lord need comfort, 
because of their character. They are the bride, de- 
prived of the Bridegroom's personal presence; and, 
consequently, it is a season of mourning. We must 
bear in mind that Grod's people are never, nay, more, 
can never be, deprived of Christ's spiritual presence in the 
soul, because " He is faithful who has promised," " I will 
never leave thee, I will never forsake thee ; " but they 
are deprived now of the Saviour's personal presence ; 
and it is only in the enjoyment of His personal presence 
that the bride can realise the consummation of blessed- 
ness. Now, that the absence of the Heavenly Bride- 
groom is a season of mourning to the bride, is evident 
by our Lord's words, in answer to the Pharisees' 
question, '* Why do the disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees fast, but Thy disciples fast not ? And Jesus 
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said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber 
fast, while the Bridegroom is with them ? As long as 
they have the Bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 
But the days will come, when the Bridegroom shall be 
taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those 
days."i 

Again, in another place, we find our blessed Lord 
telling His disciples of His approaching departure 
from them, in a manner which at once perplexed 
them and, at the same time, made them exceeding 
sorrowful. " A little while, and ye shall not see me : 
and again a little while, and ye shall see me, because 
I go to the Father." And in explaining to them His 
meaning, He shows that a time was at hand when, 
although the world would rejoice, yet they and all 
God's people would mourn in sorrow; but that this 
season of sorrow would not last for ever, but only 
during that little while when He would ascend to His 
Father, sitting down at His right hand tiU His enemies 
be made His footstool; and that then, just as the 
shades of night are dispelled by the bright rays of the 
morning sun, so should their sorrow flee before the 
rising beams of the Sun of Righteousness. " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, 
but the world shall rejoice : and ye shall be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. Ye now 
therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you." ^ Ah I would not the bride, waiting 
for her Bridegroom's return, listen eagerly for the first 
sound of His approach ; and as the time fled away, and 
1 Mark ii. 19, 20. * John xvi. 16, 20, 22. 
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He retained not, woald slie not need consolation in 
the midst of her disappointment and solitude ? And 
is not this the position of the Lamb's bride ? Long 
hath she joined with the H0I7 Spirit^ crying to the 
Lord to " come." To her Bridegroom's challenge, 
" Behold, I come quickly," she has responded, ** Even 
60, come. Lord Jesus ; " but still He comes not : still 
she must wait, still expect, still rest for comfort on the 
promise of her Lord, " IwUl come agairiy and receive 
you to myself." Would not the widow need comfort 
in the midst of her bereavement ? What could be a 
greater source of comfort than the thought of that 
hour of reunion with Him she loved before the throne 
of God, never more to part? And is not this the 
comfort which the Lord vouchsafes to His suffering 
people here, promising them a reunion with Himself 
as their risen Head, an hour when their weeping shall 
be turned into gladness and their mourning into joy ? 

In the next place, we may see that it is God's 
revealed tvill that His people should be comforted. 
We may see the truth of this from the very character 
of God, as testified in the Scriptures. St. Paul, in 
writing to the Romans, calls Him " the God of conso- 
lation." " Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be likeminded one toward another, ac- 
cording to Christ Jesus." ^ Again, in writing to the 
Corinthians, he speaks of Him as "the God of all 
comfort." " Blessed be God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
^ Bom. XV. 5. 
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which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of GodJ*^ And how 
exactly is this character of our covenant God borne 
out by the text, where He is giving to the prophet the 
earnest command to comfort His afflicted ones : " Com- 
fort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." And 
also in that sublime and heart-touching passage, " As 
one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort 
you," ^ in which Jehovah represents Himself as com- 
forting His people with all a mother's fondness, and all 
a mother's changeless and undying love. Would a 
mother lay down her life for the child of her love? 
And did not God sacrifice His life for us ? Does not 
a mother sympathize in the sorrows of her children ? 
And does not our Father in heaven " pity those that 
fear Him?" Does not a mother's heart yearn over 
her lost and erring one, wandering afar off from a 
father's care and a mother's love ? And does not God 
invite, yea, long for the backslider's return, promising 
" to heal his backslidings, and to love him freely ? '* 
Does not a mother soothe the bitterness which op- 
presses the spirit, with a tenderness past all expres- 
sion ? And does not God comfort His mourning ones, 
without upbraiding, and with all the tender and loving 
feeling of a mother ? Ah ! my friends, the Christian, 
in his path to that better country beyond the tomb,, 
meets with trials and sorrows which may be poured 
into no ear but the ear of God. But oh ! how sweet 
the truth, there is not a secret thought of our hearts 
that we may not open up to Him; there is not a 
sorrow which we may not tell to Him ; there is not a 
' 2 Cor. L 3, 4. * Isa. kyi. 13. 
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secret departure which we may not lay before Him ; 
there is not a sin which we may not confess to Him ; 
assured of the consoling truth, that ^' As one whom 
his mother comforteth, so wiU He comfort us/' 

But morer that it is God's will that His people 
should be comforted, may be seen from the fact that to 
comfort the saints is one important end of GocTs Word, 
Thus, "Whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
hope." * And when St. Paul sought to soothe the grief 
of his bereaved Thessalonian converts, by unfolding 
to them the great and glorious truth, that there would 
be a reunion of all the saints of God on the morning 
of the first resurrection, he concludes in these expres- 
sive words : " Wherefore, comfort ye one another vnJdi 
these wordsr ^ From whence we gather the important . 
truth, that the consolation of God must be drawn £rom 
His Holy Word. I press this most earnestly. It is 
to the Word of God that the minister of Christ must 
go himself for teaching and consolation ; it is from the 
Word of Gt)d that he must draw words of comfort 
both for the returning penitent and the afflicted saint ; 
it is the Word of God which reveals to the broken- 
hearted, Jesus as the Man of Sorrows, " touched with 
the feeling of man's infirmities ; " it was through the 
teaching of the Word of God that those, now rejoicing 
before the throne of God, learned the path which led 
to their bright and hallowed home. And would we 
follow in their footsteps ? Would we live above the 
world whilst sojourning in it ? Would we join those 
1 Bom. XV. 4. 2 1 Thess. iv. 18. 
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faultless ones who have gone before, and begin that 
new song whose harmonious tones may not be whispered 
here? Ah! then, study the Word of God. It is a 
source from which flows inexhaustible streams of grace 
and comfort ; a source which unfolds to us that dark 
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, washed in 
which, we may be cleansed from all the guilt and con- 
demnation of sin, and made meet inheritors of Chrises 
coming kingdom. 

In the next place, we must notice the manner in 
which God comforts His people. He does so by the 
Holy Ghost, and hence in Scripture we find the Spirit 
of God is called The Comforter. We must bear in 
mind that the position which the Holy Spirit occupies 
in the present economy of grace, is the supplier of 
Chrises personal presence. When the Lord Jesus shall 
return again to reign personally, then will be fulfilled 
that beautiful promise : '^ And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain : for the former things are passed 
away : ** ' but until then, as we have before seen, the 
people of God are as a bride mourning the absence of 
the Bridegroom, and the Holy Spirit is the Comforter 
of them until their Lord's return. We may see the 
truth of these remarks by referring a moment tp the 
words of our blessed Saviour, in His last conversation 
with His disciples before His death. In the fourteenth 
chapter of St. John, we find Him giving this distinct 
promise, " I will come again ; '* and then, in order to 
console the deep sorrow of His disciples, He adds, " I 
. ^ Bev. xxi. 4. 
O 
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will praj the Father, and He shall give 70a another 
CoMFOBTEBy that He may abide with jon for eyer; 
eyen the Spirit of truth." ^ Again, in the sixteeirth 
chapter, after speaking of His departure, the thought 
of which so overwhebned them. He goes on to say, 
*^ NeTcrtheless I tell 70a the truth ; It is expedient for 
70U that I go awa7 : for if I go not awa7, the Com- 
FOBTEB will not come unto 70a ; but if I depart, I will 
send Him unto 70U." * The question, therefore, arises 
in this place, How does the H0I7 Ghost comfort God's 
sorrowing ones ? The Lord Himself answers the ques- 
tion. " But when the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto 70U from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall 
testify of Me."' Hence we learn that the peculiar 
office of the H0I7 Spirit, as the Comforter, is to testify 
of Jems; and this testimon7 is connected with Christ, 
both in His kingdom of grace and in His kingdom of 
glor7. 

But to illustrate m7 meaning, there are seasons of 
spiritual sorrow, which are known onl7 to Grod*s people : 
it ma7 be I speak to some now, who are overwhelmed b7 
those sorrows, to which 70U were utterfy strangers 
before 70U knew the Lord, sorrows which make the 
heart faint, and the spirit heav7 : now the H0I7 Spirit 
comforts the child of God in those spiritual sorrows, 
b7 holding up the all sufficient atonement of Christ. 
He shows us that in Christ our sins can never meet us 
again ; that the7 are blotted out in a Saviour's blood, 
once and for ever, that all our guilt and condemna- 
tion are gone, taken awa7 into the land of forgetfulnesS| 

* John xir. 16, 17. ' John rri. 7. • John xv. 26. 
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never more to be remembered against us. Now the 
H0I7 Ghost comforts the sinking soul of the believer 
in' Christ, by enabling him not only to know the ful- 
ness of pardon in Christ, but to rise to the realization 
of that pardon. He says to the soul, Christ is thy 
salvation. He opens up to him Jesus* full and perfect 
sacrifice. He unfolds the virtue of His atonement, 
the healing efficacy of His blood, and enables him to 
lay hold on, and to rest upon, the sweet and cheering 
promise, ^^I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions, for mine own sake, and will not re- 
member thy sins." Again, He shows us that in Christ 
we are complete; yes I '' Complete in Him," in spite 
of indwelling sin, which so sorely harrasses us, yet 
"complete in Him;" in spite of imperfections and 
infirmities, far too many, yet '^ complete in Him ;" 
in spite of daily shortcomings, yet ^^ complete in 
Him ;" in spite of our origin, '^ conceived in sin and 
shapen in iniquity," yet '^ complete in Him;" and 
why thus complete? because we are clothed in the 
pure and spotless robe of Jesus' finished and everlast- 
ing righteousness. How comfoiling is this truth, 
when it can be fully realised: as a believer I stand 
all righteous before God, not upon any merit of my 
own, but simply because of the atoning merit of 
another, substituted for mine ; I stand complete in 
Him, because between God and myself, there is the 
sprinkled blood of the Lamb of God ; around me is 
folded the wedding garment ; upon my heart is stamped 
the broad seal of the Holy Ghost, the impress of the 
image of Christ ; within me, the witness that I am His ; 
waiting amid sorrow, perplexity and gloomi to be pre- 
o 2 
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sented before His presence perfected in Christ Jesus, 
faultless, pure, holy, " Without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing." 

Again, there are seasons of spiritual desertion, when 
darkness falls upon the soul ; when Christ has hidden 
His face, and all within is gloom ; when the cry of 
agony pierces heaven's blue vault, and rises to the 
throne of God, ^^ The Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten me." Ah! at an hour like 
this, when Satan would crush us, the Holy Spirit 
comforts us, by testifying of Christ's unchanging love^ 
that " He is the same yesterday, today, and for ever ;" 
the same in the darkness as in the light, the same 
loving and unchanging Lord. And, oh, when the Holy 
Spirit brings to our remembrance Jesus' own sweet 
words of invitation and promise, " Come unto Me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest," ^ with what faith does the troubled soul 
arise from the surrounding darkness, " Though He 
slay me, yet will I trust in Him ;" " For I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto E[im against 
that day." 2 

Again, there are seasons of temptation when Satan 
is peculiarly active against God's people, watching for 
their halting, seeking to draw them into declension 
from God. Now, at this season, the Holy Ghost pours 
the healing -balm of comfort upon the troubled soul, 
by manifesting Jesus as SatarCs conqueror; as One who 
has cast out the Prince of this world, and triumphed 
over principalities and powers ; and as One who will 
1 Matt. xi. 28. ^ 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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enable u8 also to overcome, even as He Himself has 
overcome ; yea ! who will make us " more than con- 
querors, through Him that hath loved us." 

Yet once more, there are seasons of temporal afflic- 
tion, which must of necessity meet the believer in His 
pathway homewards ; afflictions which sadden his 
brightest hours, and damp his holiest joys ; and above 
all, rendered more acutely trying, by the mysterious- 
ness in His Father's providences. Now how does the 
Spirit comfort at such an hour ? I answer, by mani- 
festing the sympathy of JesuSy and enabling us to cast 
all our care on Him, as one who " Himself suflfered, 
being tempted, and therefore is able to succour them 
also that are tempted. " There is a chord, so to speak, of 
sympathetic suffering, which binds the believer to His 
Saviour. Are we afflicted ? Jesus was stricken and 
afflicted. Are we sorrowful ? Jesus was " The man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." Are we 
shielded from wrath ? Jesus has shielded us from it, 
by drinking to the very dregs the cup of " the fierce- 
ness of the wrath of Almighty God." Are we in 
darkness ? A terrible and impenetrable darkness 
overshadowed the Redeemer's soul. Does the cry of 
agony, but of resignation, burst from our hearts ? 
Gethsemane veiled from human gaze the Saviour's 
agony, and held back from mortal ear, that exceeding 
bitter prayer, " Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me, nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt." It became Jesus as the captain of our salvation, 
to be made perfect through suffering; having taken 
upon Him our nature, '' it behoved Him to be made 
like unto His brethren in all things," that He might 
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be able to sympathize in all our sicknesses, in all onr 
sorrows, and in all our griefs. It is this sympathy of 
Jesus to which the Holy Spirit testifies ; it is on Jesus 
as a sympathizing Saviour, He enables us to ^* cast our 
OTerwhelming burden," assured that He will sustain 
us, during that little while, until ^^ He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry ;" that little while, until 
the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness which 
now tinge the horizon, shall burst forth into noonday 
glory, and there shall be revealed to the saints of God, 
that kingdom for which they have waited, and for which 
they have longed, but which they could never conceive, 
a kingdom of perfect light, perfect love, and perfect 
peace. 

But the Holy Spirit as a comforter, not only testifies 
of Christ in His kingdom of grace, but also in His 
kingdom of ghry. The text is clearly connected with 
the Saviour's kingdom ; a glance for a moment at the 
context will show us this. The words are addressed 
to Jerusalem, " Speak ye comfortably unto Jerusalem." 
And mark what is to be the burden of this consolation. 
" Cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, and that she hath received of 
the Lord's hand, double for all her sins." Now, we 
have but to look at the present position of Jerusalem, 
trodden down by the Gentiles, and G^d's ancient 
people dispersed throughout the nations of the earth, 
to see that these words of comfort evidently point to 
some future period, " When the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed ;" when the thrilling shout of joy shall 
ring o'er Zion's hills, and echo throughout the cities of 
Judah, *' Behold your God." It is to this period, that 
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the second verse of this chapter refers ; a period when 
Jacob's trouble will be ended, and Israel's glory be 
begun : when " The Lord shall go forth and fight 
against those nations, who are afflicting her, as when 
He fought in the day of battle. And His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives." ^ The 
consolation, therefore, which the Prophet was bidden 
to speak to Jerusalem, is clearly connected with the 
Saviour's kingdom, when Israel as a nation shall realize 
that beautiful promise, which is so full of encourage- 
ment to those who pray for the peace of Jerusalem : 
" In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the 
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
be none ; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be 
found : for I will pardon them whom I reserve." ^ 

But the question for us to consider here, is the 
comfort which the Holy Spirit gives to the mourning 
people of God, as connected with Christ's kingdom: 
and it is worthy of especial notice, how the cross and the 
crown, suflfering and glory, are put in direct contrast 
in the Word of God. Thus, "We must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of Grod;"* where 
the apostle clearly shows, that the path to glory is a 
path of suffering. Again, " It is a faithful saying ; 
for if we suffer, we shall also reign with Him."* 
Again, " For I reckon that the sufferings of this pre- 
sent time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us."^ Again, •* That 
I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made con- 
» Zech. xiv. 3, 4. » jej.. j, 20. ^ ^^tg ^jy, 22. 
4 2 Timothy il 12. s BomanB Tiii 18. 
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formable unto His. death ; if bj any means I migbt 
attain unto the resarrection of the dead;"^ in 
all which passages, and I might quote many similar 
ones, we see that sorrow and suffering here, are con- 
trasted with happiness and glory hereafter. But to re- 
turn to the special comfort in connexion with Christ's 
kingdom ; we learn, in the first place, that the children 
of the resurrection wiU be free from aXl sin. Sin is 
subdued in their hearts now, but not eradicated, and 
it never will be entirely removed, until this " earthly 
house of our tabernacle be dissolved." But in the king- 
dom of Christ, there will be left not even the faintest 
trace of sin. The Bride of Jesus wiU be a pure and 
glorious Bride, all fair and without spot. It is 
this that gives comfort to those who are mourning 
under a sense of their own sin and corruption, and 
who are crying in the bitterness of their spirit, " 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?" for then sin, their worst 
enemy now, shall never trouble them again ; no unbe- 
lieving thoughts shall defile their communion with 
Jesus; but they shall be perfected in His likeness, 
because they shall *' see Him as He is." 

In the next place, they shall be free /roiw every 
suffering. Suffering is the offspring of sin, and is the 
lot of all humanity ; yea, " man is born to trouble as 
the sparks fly upwards." The people of God are not 
only not exempted from this common lot, but they have 
also troubles peculiar to themselves, troubles arising 
from Satan's malice against them, which the world 
cannot understand, and in which it cannot sympathize. 
* Philippianfl iii. 10, 11. 
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But these sorrows are not for ever, and not worthy to be 
compared with the coming glory. But when Christ's 
kingdom shall dawn in all its brightness on the world ; 
when that glorious time shall arrive, when "all the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea," then there shall be no more 
sorrow, and no more suffering, but " God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes ! and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away."^ 

In the next place, they shall be free /rom deaths that 
which now tears from us our nearest and dearest, and 
plants sorrow in the happiest hearts, and desolation in 
the brightest homes. Now, all nature, in her varied 
course, proclaims the solemn and sad reality, "It is 
appointed unto men once to die." " AH fiesh is grass, 
and all the goodness thereof is as the flower of the 
field ; the grass withereth, the fiower fadeth, but the 
word of our God shall stand for ever."^ But in that 
new and glorious state, as children of the kingdom,, 
they "cannot die any more:" that will have been 
brought to pass which is written, " Death is swallowed 
up in victory;" there shall be "no more death," but 
the saints of God shall begin that real and unending 
life, which is the everlasting heritage of the just, a life 
of joy, of happiness, of holiness, and of peace. 

In the next place, there will be the reunion of body 

and soul. To this the Apostle refers, in the eighth 

chapter of Romans. " For we know that the whole 

creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 

> Bey. m. 4. « lea. xL 6, 8. 
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now; and not only they, but ourselyes also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body J* ^ It is at that time, 
and not till then, that we shall enjoy that consumma- 
tion of happiness, which is the lot of the redeemed ; 
for though at the time of death, the disembodied spirit 
doubtless enters not only into rest, but enjoys a state of 
happiness, yet that happiness must be incomplete, 
until our glorified spirits be reunited to our resur- 
rection-bodies : and it is for this blessed period, that 
we pray for in the language of our beautiful Burial 
Service, ^' That it would please God to accomplish the 
number of His elect, and to hasten His kingdom, that 
we with all those who are departed in His faith and 
fear, may have our perfect consummation and bliss, 
both of body and soul, in His eternal and everlasting 
glory." 

In the next place, there will be a reunion of friends 
in Christ, I dwell not on this point, because I shall do 
so at a future time ; I would only just refer you now 
to the words of the Apostle, " But I would not have 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him. For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
1 Bom. yiii. 22, 23. 
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the archangel, and with the trump of God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first : then we which are aliye 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words."* Sweet words of comfort 
are these to bereaved Christians. They may sorrow 
now, but their sorrow shall be turned into joy, A day 
of triumph and of holy rejoicing is at hand. '^ Them 
which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him." His 
saints will be able to sing one day, as conquerors, ^' O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory?" "Thanks be unto Gt)d, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Li the next place, they will enjoy uninterrupted 
communion with Jesus* They will see Him face to 
face, and be with Him where He is. This was the 
promise given by our blessed Lord before His de« 
parture, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father*s house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive youunto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also."^ And how remarkably is the promise fulfilled in 
the vision of coming glory, which John saw on Mount 
Zion. Speaking there of the sealed ones, it says, 
" These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
He goeth.*' Ah, how passing all conception is the 
glory reserved for the Lord's people : to spend eternity 
WITH Jesus, to be with Him where He is, never more 
» 1 TheBB. ir. 13—18. ^ joj^ ^^^ 1^3, 
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to be separated from Him whom our souls love ; to 
follow Him in His glory, as we have followed Him 
in His humiliation ; to witness His J07, when *' He 
sees of the travail of His soul, and is satisfied ; " to be 
sharers of His kingdom, and to vie with each other in 
ascribing to Him, blessing and glory, honour and 
power, in songs of everlasting praise. 

Once more, we shall be employed in the unceasing 
service of God. This is shown us clearly in the Book 
of Revelation. In the description which the elder 
gives to John, of the redeemed before the throne, he 
speaks of this unceasing service, "Therefore are they 
before the throne of Grod, and serve Him day and 
night in His temple : and He that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them." ^ Again, " I heard," says the 
Apostle, "a great voice out of heaven, saying. Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God.'*^ i^ 
is impossible to explain this service, we cannot com- 
prehend it now ; all we know is, that it will be one of 
unwearying delight, ever recurring, and yet ever new ; 
but not until we get our resurrection body framed in 
the likeness of Christ; not until we have been re- 
deemed from all the consequences of sin in body, 
mind, and spirit, shall we be able to comprehend, 
"What manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of Gt)d." 
Ah, my friends, looking at the comfort which the Holy 
Ghost gives to God's waiting people, in connexion 
with Christ's coming kingdom, may we not exclaim 
* Bev. Tu. 16. • Eev. xxL 3. 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



COMFORTING I,OVB. 205 

with the Apostle, " I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us."^ " For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory ; while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen : for the things 
which are seen are temporal ; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal."^ 

Let me just remind the unconverted, that there is 
no comfort for them, while they continue in an un- 
converted state ; but still there is for them a message 
of mercy and peace, it is, "Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon.'*' I pray you neglect not this message, for it 
will not be addressed to you in the kingdom of Christ ; 
now there is instant pardon for every returning sinner, 
but then there will be instant "destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.'* 
And this kingdom is fast approaching ; the hour of the 
Lord's triumph is nigh at hand, " Behold, the Judge 
standeth before the dpor." All creation groans, wait- 
ing for the manifestation of the sons of God ; saints 
on earth pray unceasingly, " Thy kingdom come ; " 
saints beneath the altar rest not in their cry, " How 
long, O Lord, how long ?" And oh, when that hour 
dawns, when the marriage is begun, and the door shut, 
you may call in the extremity of despair and agony, 
" Lord, Lord, open unto us ; " to be answered not 
> Kom. viii. 18. " 2 Cor. iv. 19. • lea, Iv. 7. 
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in words of hope^ but in words adding but agony to 
your despair, ^^ Because I called, and ye refused, I 
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded, therefore, 
I also will laugh at your calamity, I will mock nov 
your fear has come." O, sinner, sinner, sinner, hear, I 
intreat you, the Word of the Lord. Thus saith the 
Lord, ^'Escape for thy life, look not behind thee; 
escape to Christ, lest thou be consumed." 
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Isaiah xuz. 14, 15. 

«birt zion said, the lobd hath pobsaken hb, altd my lokd 
hath pobgottbn mb. cak a womait pobgbt hbb sttok- 
ing ohild, that snie shotjld not have oompassion ok 
the son ov hbb womb? yba, they mat boegbt, tet 
will i not boegbt thee." 



These words, in their primary sense, are applicable to 
God's ancient people Israel, and are a remarkable illus- 
tration of the truth of the Apostle's words, " Hath God 
cast away His people ? God forbid. For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. God hath not cast away His people which 
He foreknew." ^ True, as a nation, because of their 
rejection of the Lord of Glory, they have been broken 
o£^ and become wanderers among the nations of the 
earth, a byword and a reproach : yet they will not be 
so for ever ; the hour is at hand when the Spirit shall 
be poured out upon them, and '^they shall look on 
Him whom they have pierced, and shall mourn ; " an 
hour when "the fulness of the Gentiles shall be 
1 Bom. xi. 1| 2. 
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brought in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it 
is written, There shall come the Deliverer out of 
Zion, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob/' ^ 
Now, the chapter, from which the text is taken, speaks 
of this glorious time, when the Lord " shall comfort 
His people, and have mercy upon His afflicted ; ** but 
Israel, in fear and trembling, will be unable to believe 
the wonderful love in store for them, and in weeping 
accents will complain, ^* The Lord hath forsaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me." Then God will 
answer them, that, notwithstanding all their past sins 
and afflictions, yet He will pardon them, accept them, 
and love them ; that He will be their God, and they 
shall be His people. " Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the son 
of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee." 

But while these words apply primarily to God's 
ancient people, yet they are equally applicable to 
every believing child of God. "All the promises 
of God are in Christ Jesus: yea, and in Him, 
Amen. And this promise is one of peculiar comfort 
to the believer, when tried by affliction, temptation, 
or darkness, because it sets forth so clearly and forcibly 
the UNCHANGING LOVE of our Covenant Father in 
Christ: for while the tempest-tossed child of God 
laments with sad and sorrowful complainings, " The 
Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me," His Father whispers all soothingly and lovingly 
to his troubled spirit, " Can a woman forget her 
sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
1 Bom. xi. 25, 26. 
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on tlie son of her womb ? yea, she may forget, yet will 
I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee on the 
palms of my hands ; thy walls are continually before 
Me." " I will never leave thee, I will never forsake 
thee.** 

We have brought before us in this passage thb 
Belieteb's lamentation and the Lobd's Answek 

TO IT, 

I. Let us inquire into s(Mne of those seasons which 
give rise to this wailing lamentation. And, in the 
first place, a season cf multiplied affliction tempts the 
believer often to think that He is forsaken of his God. 
It was so in the case of Naomi. She had gone down 
with her husband to sojourn in the land of Moab, and 
there, in the midst of strangers, she had been bereaved 
of her husband and both her sons. And now, re- 
turning to the land of Israel with her daughter-in-law, 
on her entrance into Bethlehem, "all the city was 
moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 
And she said unto them. Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara : for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
me. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty : why then call ye me Naomi, seeing 
the Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty 
hath afflicted me ? " ^ Look again : it was so in the 
oaae of Job. He had been overwhelmed with multi- 
plied edamities ; deprived of all that the world values ; 
left childless, friendless, homeless, and alone ; afflicted 
with a loathsome disease; the sport of the ungodly; 
1 Buth i ao, 21. 
P 
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tempted by his wife; rebuked bj bis Mends, who 
oaght to have sympathized in his sufferings; all 
around him desolation, all within him darkness : how 
bitter is the lamentation poured forth from his troubled 
spirit, "Let the day perish wherein I was bom. 
Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and 
life unto the bitter in soul." " For the arrows of the 
Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh 
up my spirit : the terrors of God do set themselves in 
array against me. Oh that I might have my request ; 
and that God would grant me the thing that I long 
for ! Even that it would please God to destroy me ; 
that He would let loose His hand, and cut me off ! " ' 
Look once more : it was so in the case of King Heze- 
kiah, when the solemn warning of approaching death 
had been communicated to him by the prophet. V Thus 
saith the Lord, Set thine house in order, for thou shalt 
die, and not live." How intense must have been that 
sense of loneliness which could draw forth from the 
dying child of God those weeping accents : " I said, 
I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in the land of 
the living. I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so 
will He break all my bones : from day even to night 
wilt thou make an end of me. Like a crane or a 
swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: 
mine eyes fail with looking upward: O Lord, I am 
oppressed ; undertake for me." ^ Nay, more, we need 
not look back at the experience of God's saints to see 
the truth of this ; we have but to turn to our own 
experience as God's children; and how often do we 
find ourselves complaining, yea, even fainting, under 
1 Job iii. 3, 20^ and iy. 4, 8, 9. * Jsa. xxxviii. 11, 13, 14. 
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those very chastisements which the Lord is laying on 
us, in order to draw us more closely to the Saviour. 
Alas, alas ! we do not ** hear the rod, and who hath 
appointed it ; ** we cannot realize the love that corrects 
us; and oh! how often, when afflictions multiply 
around us, with tearful eyes and wringing hands, 
our lips pour forth the deep agony which oppresses 
the soul : " The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me." 

Another season which makes the believer feel for- 
saken is when he falls into sin. I press this truth 
most earnestly : a true believer in Jesus cannot sin, so 
to speak, as the unconverted do. The ungodly live 
on in sin, without feeling forsaken of God, because 
they know nothing of the predousness of Christ ; they 
have never realized the light of the Lord's countenance 
lifted up upon them, and therefore they are indifferent 
to the awful reality, that " the face of the Lord is 
against them that do wickedly." But when a believer 
is led into sin and departure from God, his feelings are 
very different. He has known and experienced the 
love wherewith Christ hath loved him ; he has walked 
in the light, as Grod is in the light, and his soul has 
been warmed and comforted again and again by silent 
yet hallowed communion with Heaven ; but now that 
sin has crept in between him and his Saviour, now 
that he has fallen very low, now that his conscience is 
no longer void of offence toward God and man, there 
seems to be drawn between him and his God a dark 
and impenetrable veil: no bright beams of hope cheer 
his darkened path ; no sweet promise of God's Word 
seems meant for him ; backslidden from his God, he 
p 2 
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seems scarcely to hear the thrilUiig inyitation of iin«- 
dianging love, ^^ Return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
diee." Having forsaken the Lard, he beHeves himself 
forsaken ; and oft, when the still small voice of con- 
science whispers of the past «ad its blessedness, of the 
present and its misery, the moumful secret is dimwn 
from his heart, ^'The Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord has forgotten me." Ah ! do I speak to sncii 
a one now ? Oh ! backsliding Christian, the Lord^ 
love is not changed towards yon, though yours is 
so lamentably changed towards Him ; you have denied 
Him, yet He asks you, oh! so thriliingly, ^'Lovest diou 
Me ? " You have forgotten Him, yet He earnestly 
remembers you stilL You have wandered from Him, 
yet He entreats you to come back. You have sinned 
against Him, yet He says *^ Return, I will heal thy 
hackslidings, I will love thee freely/' You have for- 
saken the £9untain of living waters, yet ^ Only acdoiow- 
ledge thine iniquity,'* and "I will surely have mercy 
upon thee, saith the Lord," Oh ! why will you peri^ 
hungry, naked, and desolate, ahr off from home, when 
in your Father's house, there is room enough and to 
spare ? Why will you not listen to your Faliier's 
entreaty ? Why will you not reply to a Father's love ? 
Why will you not respond to a Father's invitation of 
mercy, ** Return, thou backsliding diildren unto Me :*' 
'^ Behold, we come unto Thee, for Thou art the Xioid 
ourGod?"* 

Another time of lamentation is a teaaon of spiriHud 
desertion^ a season in which Satan is peculiarly active 
against the sheep of Christ. It pleases the Jjotd 
I Jer. iii. 22. 
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in His wisdom, sometimes to withdraw His presence 
from His people, aoid to permit them to walk in dark- 
ness. And why, it may be asked, does He do so ? I 
answer. He may hare manj hidden reasons, for thus 
acting towards **llw hiddbn ones,." which, thwigh 
"we know not now, yet we shall know hereafter j" 
}R€t there are manifestly two, wluch I may mention. 

1. To make u» feel how preeious Christ is. It is 
not until a blessing la lost that we can estimaste its full 
vahie, so it ia not until a shadow has fallen between us 
and liie Saviour we love, that we realize how precious 
He really is. Ah ! it is in darkness that we find how 
impossible it is for o^ other blessings to supply the 
place of Christ. It is in darkness that we realize the 
preciousness of Him whom our soul loveth ; and it is 
in darkness that we understand somewhat of the bitter- 
ness of the bride's lamentation, ^ On my bed I sought 
Him whom my soul loveth 1 1 sought Him, but I found 
Him not." ^ Again,, the Lord hides ELis face from His 
people, to make them hng after Him mere ettrhestfy. 
Hear the aged and suffering patriarch, when d€tep 
darkness veiled his soul ; how piercing is that cry 
which rises to heaven^ '^Oh^ that I knew where 
I might find Him ; that I might come even to His 
seat.''^ Heatr, again, tbe sweet Psalmist of Israel, 
"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after Thee, O Qpod. My soul thirsteth 
for God ; when shall I come and appear before God ? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, while they 
ecmtinually say unto me, Where is now thy God ?"' 
1 Solomon's Song iiL 4. ^ Job zziii.- d. » Ps. xlii. 1—3. 
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Ah I my friends^ the exhausted trayeller, sinking 
beneath the scorching rays of an Eastern sun, longs 
for the faintest sign in the horizon that may mark his 
journey's end. The stricken and wounded stag 
hurries on, with fainting steps, longing for the cooling 
stream. But, oh! how much more deep the desire, 
how much more intense the longing, of a deserted soul 
after his God. You must know the Saviour, you must 
feel that He is your all in all ; He must be to yon the 
dearest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely; and 
then when spiritual darkness settles upon you, you wiU, 
alas ! catch an appalling glimpse of the agony breathed 
in that piercing lamentation, ^^ Hfie Lord hath forsaken 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." 

Once more, the believer thinks himself forsaken, 
when he does not receive answers to prayer. ^* Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint," ^ were the 
words of our Blessed Lord. But, alas I we are so apt 
to expect an answer to our prayers at once, and if we 
do not receive it, instead of the apparent delay quickeD-^ 
ing us to more earnest and persevering prayer, it tempts 
us, not only to doubt the willingness of our Father to 
answer, but also to hear. Now, I might quote passage 
after passage of Scripture to show that the prayers of 
God's people are never unheard and never unanswered; 
but let one suffice, ^* Ask, and it shall be given you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth ; and 
he that seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened."^ Here, then, is our warranty as 
> Lulce XYiii. 1. > Matthew Til. 7, 8« 
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l)elievers for prayer ; nay, more, our certainty that 
those prayers are heard and will be answered. It is 
not, Ask, and it may be given you ; but it is *^ Ask, and 
it shall he given you." The Lord does not say when 
He will answer ; He may do so at once, or at some long 
future period ; but the delay ought not to make us 
faint ; it is not a sign that '^the Lord has forsaken 
us ;" but either because, on the one hand, what we ask 
for is not good for us, or, on the other hand, to excite 
lis to more perseverance in prayer. Oh ! how sweet 
the thought that our God is a prayer-hearing and 
a prayer-answering God : that, whatsoever we ask in 
the all-prevailing name of Jesus, He will give us. 
Though He is in heaven, and we on earth ; though He 
is infinitely holy, and we exceedingly sinful; though 
He inhabiteth eternity, dwelling in the high and holy 
place, and we are poor, miserable, wretched, and naked; 
yet He condescends to " dwell in the lowly and contrite 
heart, to revive the hearts of the humble, and to revive 
the spirits of the contrite ones." The sigh which bursts 
from the broken heart is noticed by Him ; the tear 
which flows unbidden is remembered by Him ; the sin 
which weighs down the soul is blotted out for ever ; 
the silent whispering of the soul is heard and answered 
by Him. His presence is always with us ; His love 
always supports us; His Spirit always comforts us. 
And, on every page of our past history, written, though 
it may be, within and without, with mourning, lamenta- 
tion, and woe; and on every page of our present 
history, blotted, though it may be, with the blinding 
tears of agony, yet there is traced, all legibly and 
ineffaceably, the promise of an ever-present and ever- 
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faithful God, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; " I 
am thy Suu and Shield ; I will give thee grace and 
glory; and "No good thing will I withhold from them 
that walk uprightly." 

Let u3 glance now for one moment at the Causes 
which lead to this lamentation. I might mention 
many, but there are two chief causes which are at the 
root of all a Christian's spiritual sorrow- The fifst is 
impatience ; we are unwilling to wait God's oi¥n time ; 
and because that time is not our own ; instead of wait- 
ing patiently upon the Lord, we yield to distrust and 
despondency. Now, our duty, nay, our privilege, as 
believers in Christ, whatever may be the circumstancep 
in which we may be placed, whether they be circum* 
stances of difficulty, or danger, or temptation, or dark- 
ness, is " to wait upon the Lord," and to " wait the 
Lord's time ; " assured that, sooner or later. He 
will make His grace abound towards us« This 
is remarkably borne out by a passage in Scrip- 
ture, full of comfort to the tried and fainting 
"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have no might He increaseth strength/' Then see 
the striking contrast which the prophet draws. " Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and iket/eung men 
shall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord'* 
whether fainting, poor, cast down, or desolate, y^ 
" they shall renew their strength ;. they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not be 
weary ; and they shall walk and not faints' ' ^ The other 
cause which gives rise to the believer^s lamentation, is 
unbelief. It pleases the Lord that His people should 
i&aiatiLaO— 31. 
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walk by faith, and not by sight ; and while all goea on 
smoothly and peacefully aroand and within u^ we go 
on oar way rcgoicing; bat bo sooner do GodTs dealings 
with us become mysterious, no sooo^ is tiie service of 
faith necessary for our peace, than " our souls become 
diseoavaged because of the way." The great point 
for us to keep in miivl is^ that Christ is the same 
Saviour in the midnight darksess, as He is in the 
noonday sunsliine ; ccHisequently, when sorrow or 
gloom presses down upon us, when we are ready to 
exdaim, in sadness of spirit, '* The Lord hath for- 
saken HM, and niy Lord hath forgotten me,'' it is at a 
moment like this, that tlie eye of faith must pierce the 
darkness that envelops the soul : " Though He sky me, 
y«t win I trust in Himw" Look, dear friends, away 
from the sorrow that overwhelms you, to the Lord of 
glory. Peter, while he kq)t his eye on Jesus, could 
waft, upon the waters aU safely ; but when he looked 
from Christ to the boisterous waves and billows, fearful 
and fainting, he began to sink. So yow, if you but 
keep the eye of faith sted&stly fixed on Jesus, may 
walk all safely through, the dark wilderness, however 
iHtpenetrable the darkness^ however fierce^ the tempest 
blast, or howeirer terrific the storm flood j but if you 
take your eye off Jesus, and but glance at the wild 
tempest that howk and mioaas around you, then, like 
the fainting Apostle, you will begin to sink in per- 
plexity and despair; believe me, it is ini darkness^ 
when no ray of sunshine pierces the surrounding 
gloom, that you need most fiaith ; it is when Satan is 
tempting you to despair, as if the Lord had forgotten 
you, that Gk)d's Word spreads a bright and hallowed 
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light upon your darkened path. ^' Who is among yon 
that feareth the Lord, that obejeth the voice of His 
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? 
let him trtist in the name of the Lord^ and stay upon 
his Godr^ 

I come now to notice God^s answer to the believer's 
lamentation, '^ Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee." 

The answer, so to speak, is hinged upon the pre- 
ceding lamentation, ^^ Zion said, The Lord hath for- 
saken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me." The 
Lord at once answers this very lamentation, ^^ I will 
not forget thee," and enforces the assurance which He 
gives, by comparing His love for His people, vnih the 
love of a mother for her child; nay more, He 
goes on to say, that though there may be in nature, 
however seemingly impossible, a mother indifferent 
to, and forgetful of, her offspring, yet, that it never 
can be so with Him. " Yea^ they may forget^ yet tnli 
I not forget thee.** And oh, how beautiful is this 
comparison ; our Father's love to us is like a mother's 
love ! A motheb's love ; ah, what power of language 
can depict it ; what thought can conceive the intensity 
of a mother's love ; it is only known, and can only 
]be understood by a mother ; it is a love all free and 
unselfish, it is a love so full, it is a love which nothing 
can quench, and which nothing can change ; yes, a 
mother's love is unchangeable. Nay, to illustrate 
this truth, I will suppose that a son leaves his Father's 
^ Isa. L 10. 
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house, disliking the restraints of a parent's authority, 
hurrying forth on to the world's troubled stage, a wan- 
derer and alone. I will suppose that he left that roof 
secretly, that he cared not for a mother's bitter tears, 
that he was indifferent to a mother's agony ; he goes 
forth into the world, and mixing in its sins, its vices, 
and its profligacies, soon makes shipwreck of fortune, 
of character, and of happiness ; now and then reports 
reach his far off home, of his life of infamy; he is 
looked upon even there as an outcast from society ; 
friends who loved him, blush for him ; and the world 
passes by him as a profligate to be shunned. But 
there is one in the cold, cold world, one who has not 
forgotten him, whose heart cannot steel itself into 
forgetfulness ; one who remembers him a helpless 
uifant on her knee; one who loves him more fondly every 
day, because others have ceased to love him altogether ; 
one whose heart in the cold midnight hour, when the 
wintry blast sweeps round bleak, cheerless, and piercing, 
yearns towards her long-lost child, and many a sad 
tear is shed, many a heartbroken sigh escapes, many a 
prayer ascends on high for the wanderer's return. And 
if, through God's mercy, he is brought to himself, and 
humbled and repentant, he seeks again the roof which 
he so wantonly left ; she alone of all the world welcomes 
him back again ; and oh, with what a welcome ; all the 
bitterness of the past, is swallowed up in the joy of the 
present ; lovingly she wipes away from hia wan and 
pallid face the tears of sorrow ; calmly she points him 
to brighter scenes and happier days, and soothingly 
pours into his trembling heart, the assurance of full and 
free forgiveness. 
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Now thi« 18 the picture of God's \me to Hk peo{^; 
although that love is iiifiiiitel7 urtenser, H is Hke a 
mother's Iot^ free, fuU^ and unchjlngeakle. It is a 
love which commenced in etemitj, which was maai- 
fested in tim^ and which wiQ he consammated in 
etemitj ; in a word, it reaches " firom everlasting to 
everlasting." It is a love which foiyows tlie wanderev 
from God's ^d^ with jeaming phy and tendemese, 
ionging for his return, receiving him hack again with 
r^oicing, and stamping upon his hearty the broad seal 
of forgiveness, ^^ I, even I, am He that Motteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and wiU not remembw 
thy sins." I press the unehangeabl^iess of €rod'a love 
upon the trembling beMever, as a source from which 
he may draw ttiuch peace ; for on whomsoever God's 
love has fixed, no circumstances, whatever they be, can 
change that love. ^' With the Father, there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning." Nay, we 
may be ^' persuaded, thait neither deaths nor life, nor 
angels, nor principafities> nor powers^ nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor height, n»r depth, nor 
any other ereature, shall be able to separate us irom 
the love of God^ which is in Christ J^esus our Lordl"^ 

I must now show briefly vhe esi&UJwa on which the 
un^kangeahlenesB of Godi^s li^ve rests ; and in doing so, 
I must call your attention te the eighth chapter of St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans. The Apostle concludes 
that remarkable chapter, by asserting his persuasion, 
that nothing " ean separeOe us from (fie hve of God, 
whieh is in Christ J^stis our Lord,'^ Now, if we looW 
at the groundB from whieh the Apostle draws his 
^ Bom. yiii. 38, 39. 
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conclusion, we shall see the grounds on which the 
unchaDgeableiiess of God's love rests. 

In the first place them, he speaks of God^s fore* 
knowledge, " Whom He did foreknow," * Now, this 
expression implijes, that from the very £b:«t, Gkxi was 
acquainted with tUl that would afterwards happen; 
and that He knew the full extent of His people's yile^ 
ness as fallen sons of Adam ; it is impossible that anj 
difficulties <;onld arise, or an j sins be committed, which 
He did not foreluiow. Yet, notwithstanding thb cer- 
tain foreknowledge. He made provision for the salvation 
of His people : that provisdon taking into account and 
overruling all contingencies. The argument there&ire 
18, that God's love is the ground of his people's confi- 
dence, inasmuch as though He foresaw and foreknew 
everytlnng, yet tMs did not prevent Him choosing 
* them in Christ Jesus as His own peculiar people, the 
bride of Christ at His appearing. 

In the next place, the Apostle speaks of GocTspur* 
pose, ** Whom He did foreknow, He also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren."^ 
Now, what it taught us here, but that believers are 
in a certain sense the brethren of liie Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and that if brethren, then they are, in their 
measure, partakers of the same inheritance. "If 
ehildren, then heirs; fadrs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ." Nay arare, to be confiirmed to the Image of 
God's Son, is to be conformed to His likeness, to have 
His mind and spirit, to be holy and undefilad, '' hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh :" and if this be 
> Bom, viii. 29. 'Bom. viii^. 
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80, if we are thus conformed to the likeness of the 
Saviour, then we possess the qualifications which are 
necessary for the enjojment of Heaven. If, therefore, 
our title is secured through the merits of Christ, and 
our meetness effected by conformitj to Jesus' likeness, 
what is there that can change our Father's love ? 
What can prevent us from the fruition of that glorj, 
which God has laid up for all that love Him ? 

In the next place the Apostle speaks of the perfec- 
tion of Gods plan of salvation. " Moreover, whom 
He did predestinate, them He also called : and whom 
He called, them He also justified : and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified." * The plan is com- 
plete ; it is like a chain of successive and indissoluble 
links : it commences in God*s foreknowledge, that is 
followed by predestination, predestination by effectual 
calling, effectual calling by justification, justification * 
by glory. In a word, it commences in grace, and is 
consummated in glory : the two are inseparably con- 
nected the one to the other. " He giveth grace and 
glory." Hence we see, that that love which chose us 
in Christ, before the foundation of the world, is the 
same love which shall hereafter invite us to sit down, 
among the blessed and glorified, at the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. 

In the next place, the Apostle clearly refers us to 
another ground for 6od*s unchangeableness, viz., JSis 
grace in giving His Son. " He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things?" ^ Amazing 
love! ''He spared not His own Son." Amazing 
> Bom, Tiii 30. ^ Bom. viii. 32. 
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love ! He gave His Son to die, that we might live 
through Him. How forcible is this argument! for 
speaking after the manner of men, it required more 
love to provide a Saviour, than to bestow salvation 
when actuallj accomplished. The Saviour has been 
provided ; salvation, full, free, and perfect, has been 
wrought out ; the greater gift includes the less, the 
Father's love has given the greater, even His Son ; that 
love has enabled His people to lay hold on Christ as 
their Saviour ; and that same love, unchanging and un- 
changed, will guide them through the dark and troubled 
sea of this world, to that bright and happj shore, 
where all is joy and sunshine, " Where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and where the weary are at 
rest." 

One other ground on which the unchangeableness of 
God's love rests : is the continued intercession of Christ. 
" He ever li veth to make intercession." Sweet thought I 
if we only have an interest in Christ's everlasting in- 
tercession, who can lay anything to our charge as 
God's elect ? True, memory may recal the past, and 
bitterly accuse us. Satan may desire to have us, and 
claim us as his own, because we have violated God's 
holy law. Conscience, faithful and true, may sorely 
condemn us. But still our security is on a rock : ^^ It 
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
also maketh intercession for us." ^ Sweet thought I 
I may be tempted, but Jesus will rebuke the tempter. 
I may be led into sin inadvertently, or ignorantly, yet 
I have an " Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous." And what an advocate I even the 
' Bom. Till. 84. 
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^^ merciful and faithful High Priest: " one ^^ touebed with 
the feeling of our infirmities," and one whose all pre- 
vailing interoessioi^ ia alway heard and accepted. 
^* Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? shall 
tribidationy or distress, or persecution, or famine^ or 
nakedness, or peril, or aword ? As it is written, for 
thy sake we are killed all the daj kng ; we are ao* 
counted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors throi^h Him that 
loved us." * 

Suffer me one moment, to entreat jou all to cone 
into the pastures of God's love ; to be partakers <^ 
this unchanging love. Ah ! whj will ye hold back ? 
why will Jim choose wrath rather than love, life 
rather than death ? Ah ! why will ye die ? As you 
are, God's wrath abides upon you ; awful, miserable 
state ! As you may be, God's love will abide upon 
you ; joyful, happy state ! To continue as yon are, 
is to sink to helL To continue as you may be, will be 
to lose yourself in the eternal ocean of God's love. 
But you say, how can I enter these pastures? I 
answer, Christ Jesus is the door ; He is the only 
channel through which a Father's love flows ; acc^t 
Jesus as your Saviour, and you at once become an 
object of that unchanging love, and an heir of ever- 
lasting glory. Do you ask, how you can continiie in 
this love? seeing how many are the enemies that 
watch for your halting* I answer, Christ Jesus wiH 
keep you by His Spirit, guide you by His Spirit, up- 
hold you by His Spirit, comfort you by His Spirit, 
instruct you by His Spiiit, and daily sanctify you by 
, ^ Bom. Tiii. 85-^7. 
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His Spirit) until time becomes eternity, and earth and 
its sorrows be changed for Heaven and its joys; then 
amid that bright and glorious thro^, you shall walk 
for ever and ever, clothed in white ; and join in that 
melodious song, which shall rise and fall, so sweetly and 
softly, to the praise of Him who loved you, and gave 
Himself for you. 
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1 JoHV m. 2. 

^BBLOTKDy VOW AS! WX THS BOH8 OV CKH), AlTD IT DOTB. 
HOT TXT 17F1AX WHAT WX 8HAIX BX: BUT WX KXOW 
THAT, WHXir HX 8HAXI. AFFBAX, WX BHAUi BB UKE HUC; 
XQB WX SHALL 8XX HIM AS HX IS." 



The text opens up to view the present and future 
state of true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, 
they are '^ sons of God," hereafter, thej shall be ** like 
Christ, for thej shall see Him as He is." It is not my 
intention to enter on the present state of God's chil- 
dren, or its exceeding blessedness, because I have 
already done so, when addressing you from the first 
verse of this chapter, on Adopting Love. Let me 
only remind you, that the dbtinction, ^ sons of God,** 
is a present blessing : ^^ Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God." Now I not a future, but a present blessing : 
and in this consists a believer*s peace and joy, that» as 
a pardoned sinner, he can look forward to his in- 
heritance beyond the tomb *^ with a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory : " for the moment he is enabled, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to apprehend 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



EVEBLASTING LOTB. 227 

the Saviour, he becomes a son of God, justified 
through the Saviour's righteousness, sealed by the 
Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption, a child of 
God once and for ever. "Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be : but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is." 

It is to the future state of God's children that the 
text specially points ; and in it we see what God has 

NOT REVEALED, and also WHAT Hb HAS BEVEALED, 

respecting the future glory of the believer. 

Ah ! how little do we know about the future. The 
future ! That period which begins from this instant, 
and is merged in the vast ocean of eternity. How 
little do we know what may happen to us, as children 
of God, between the present moment and that hour 
when we shall "depart to be with Christ." All is 
hidden from us ; and it is well it is so, for we could 
not bear to know it now. Experience of the past 
tells us this but too plainly : the anticipation of sorrow 
is far worse than its reality ; and could we know now 
the troubles which, like some dark thunder cloud, may 
be stealing upon us, we should sink under the prospect, 
and despair beneath the weight. One thing alone we 
know, that whatever may befall us, as we come up out 
of the wilderness leaning on the Beloved, yet there is 
laid up for those that love the Lord " an exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." 

In looking, therefore, at mJiat God has not revealed 
respecting the future glory of the redeemed, we see, in 
the first place. His love in giving us a hope of a blessed 
future* It is this hope, the hope of reigning with 
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Ghnst in His future kingdom, that strengthens, en- 
courages, and comforts the believer, whatever may be 
his circumstances, his trials, or his temptations. If he 
be tempted to despair, Faith points him to his Saviour 
as an ever present advocate before the throne, while 
Hope rises above the darkness which surrounds him, 
and bids him look for that glorious hour *^ when He 
who is his life shall appear, that he also may appear 
with Him in glory." ^ And, mark you, the Christian's 
hope is not like the worldling's, a vain and visionary 
one; it is not like the hypocrite's, one which would 
fail him at his greatest need ; but it is a hope sure and 
stedfast, resting upon the promise of an absent Lord: 
"I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also." " And your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you." 2 

It is this hope that the Apostle Paul speaks of, 
when writing to Titus, as " that blessed hope " which 
those who are the followers of the Lamb here, are 
<' looking for and hasting unto." And see the charac- 
teristic which the Apostle gives it: ^^that blessed 
hope:" ^^ Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ." 3 And why blessed? Because every- 
thing connected with it is blessed. Jesus, the coming 
King, is the blessed Jesus ; He before whom the chil- 
dren cried on His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
<' Hosannah to the Son of David : blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord«" He before whom, 
at His coming, Israel as a nation shall bow in adoring 

^ CoL iii. 4. « John ziy. 3, and zri 22. ^ Tit. iL 18. 
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love ; on the one hand, their hearts bursting forth in 
astonished utterance, Thou art the Bang of Glory, O 
Christ! "Blessed art thou that comest in the name 
of the Lord ; " and on the other hand, prostrate at His 
feet, with bleeding hearts and weeping eyes, " looking 
on Him whom they have pierced, and mourning ; yea, 
even as one moumeth for his firstborn." It is the blessed 
hope, because then the Christian's expectations will 
be fully realized. There will be no longer the exercise 
of faith, for faith will be lost in sight. Hope will no 
more spread her wings to rise nearer to her God, for 
hope wiU have become reality. Then wiU be "the 
times of the restitution of all things," Eden restored, 
the curse removed, sorrow swallowed up in the sun- 
light of Jesus* presence. Then there will be happiness 
unalloyed with grief, peace unmixed with strife, joy 
saddened by no pain. " Then we shall be pillars in 
the temple of our God, to go no more out for ever.'* 
Hence we see God's love in giving us this hope of a 
blessed and unfading inheritance to animate us in our 
troubled but heavenward course ; a hope as secure as 
the foundation Rock on which it stands. Yes, the 
Christian's hope rests on Christ, waiting till the arch- 
angel's pealing trump shall echo and re-echo, from 
rocky cliff, snow-capped mountain, and sunlit vale ; 
till heaven's veil shall be rent asunder, and Jesus shall 
appear, riding on the wings of the wind, beneath His 
feet His cloudy chariot, coming, as the mighty High 
Priest and glorified King, to bless His people, and to 
*^ reign before His ancients exceeding gloriously." 

In the next place, we learn the imposstbilitt/ of 
knowing certainly what that future is. "We know 
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not what we shall be, because *'it doth not jd 
appear.'' Even supposing that all the circumstances 
of the future glory of the redeemed, in their yaried 
features, had been revealed ; jet, in our present state, 
it would be impossible for us to know certainly what 
that future glory is, or, in other words, it would be 
impossible for us to realize it. The question, there- 
fore, maybe asked, whence arises this impossilulity? 
The answer is plain. As finite beings, we are unable 
to grasp infinite realities ; as mortals, we'cannot realize 
in their fulness the glories of Christ's kingdom. But 
to illustrate this truth, I speak to the believer indeed. 
As a child of God, you are conformed to Jesus' image 
now ; Christ is your all in all now ; you have the sun* 
light of His presence in your soul now ; " Unto you 
which believe, He is precious.** You are waiting for, 
longing for, yea, loving His appearing; yet, for one 
moment, try to realize the fulness of that coming glory 
which you long to enjoy, and you cannot ; your mind 
is at once lost in the immensity of the subject. And 
why ? Because ** Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love Him." ^ 

But further, we may see the truth of this from the 
apostle's rapture into the third heaven, as recorded in 
his Second Epistle to the Corinthians. He had been 
caught up into Paradise, and had experienced a fore- 
taste of heaven. He had seen a vision of such sur- 
passing glory, that he was in doubt whether, at the 
time, he was in the body or out of the body. He had 
beheld those bright and faultless ones, robed in white, 
1 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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and with palms af victory in their hands. He had 
listened to the harmonious melody of that song which 
shall rise and fall throughout eternity: '^Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father ; to Him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen." * Yet, when he returns to 
earth and the things of time, no word of what he saw 
or heard passes his lips; he simply states that '^he 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for 
man to utter." * Now, what do we gather from this 
statement of the apostle ? What, but that, for wise 
and gracious reasons, God has hidden from us the 
unspeakable future, as that which would be too great 
for mortal to conceive, too great fw mortal mind i» 
comprehend. Hence, therefore, we see God's love in 
revealing to us enough to make us long for Christ's 
return, but not enough to make us fear it : for just 
suppose that He had given us power to realize in its 
fulness all the future glory of the redeemed ; suppose 
that, as children of God, we could clearly comprehend 
all that is meant by '^ rdgning with Christ," '^ being 
made kings and priests unto God by Him," ^ standing 
without fault before the throne," " being called to the 
supper of the Lamb," **to sit down with AlM*aham9 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ; " suppose 
we could fully comprehend this unutterable blessedness, 
what heart is there that would not sink, what soul that 
would not droop ? Nay, who is there, however holy, 
however closely walking mth God, that would not 
feel that he could never attain to such bliss; in a 
iBe7.i.5,6. *2Gor.sii.4. 
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word, that he could never be '^accounted worthy to 
stand before the Son of man ? " How greats then, is 
God's love! He has given us no such power now, 
though He will jet bestow it upon us, when we see 
Him face to face. Now, He has revealed that there 
is a heaven of joj and peace for those that love and 
fear Him. He has revealed Christ as the alone way 
by which we may enter that heaven. He has revealed 
to us that the wedding garment of the Saviour's 
imputed and imparted righteousness is sufficient to 
ensure us both a title to and meetness for heaven. 
He places no bar in our way ; He shows that there is 
no impossibility of attaining it ; but He proclaims to 
the lost and dying the simple, yet marvellous truth, 
that ** He has given His only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

Once more we may see. Some certain knowledge 
which God has given us. "We know." Though 
much is unknown, yet something is known : to speak 
paradoxicaUy we know a great deal, and yet we know 
a very little. We know that if we are sons of Grod, we 
shall pass away to realms of everlasting glory ; but we 
know not what that glory is. We know that in our 
" Father's house there are many mansions ; " but we 
know little what those mansions are. We know that 
we " shall walk in white ; " but we can form no concep- 
tion of the dazzling brightness of those robes. We 
know that we shall be " as the angels of God ; " but we 
cannot estimate what it is to be as an angel of Gk)d. 
We know that we shall be without sin ; but who can 
imderstand the happiness of being free from sin ? We 
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know that we shall have spiritual bodies; but we 
know not what a spiritual body is. Thus we know 
muchy and jet know very little : but one thing is 
elearlj revealed to us, and on that we may rest, in 
the full assurance of hope, that " When Christ shall 
appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is." 

This leads us to notice . now, what God has 

BETEALED CONCERNING THE FUTURE GlORT OF THE 

Redeemed ; namely, that we who are the sons of God 
now, shall be like Christ at His appearing, because 
'* We shall see Him as He is." 

Here, in the first plac«, we learn the certainty of the 
Lord's second advent* ^< He shall appear." This is the 
period for the commencement of the believer's bless- 
edness, i.e., his full or consummated blessedness, the 
hour when '^ Unto them that look for Him, shall He 
appear a second time, without sin unto salvation." ^ 
" He shall appear," yes! He shall. In spite of every 
obstacle, in spite of prevailing ungodliness, in spite 
of the opposition of Satan and his hosts of darkness, 
yet ^*The day of the Lord tvUl come, as a thief in the 
night." ^ " Yet a little while, and He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry." And who shall come ? 
Even the Lord Christ, "The first bom from the 
dead," the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, the Almighty ; the bright and "morning star." 
Ah I He who was the man of sorrows, the scorned and 
rejected one. He shall come again, and His second 
advent shall be as real as His first, and far more en- 
during. Then He was rejected, but hereafter He 
iHeb.ix.28. • 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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sball be welcomed : then He was despised, but here- 
after all ^' kings shall fall down before Him and do Him 
service : ** then He was the meek and lowly One, but 
hereafter He shall be the exalted and glorified One: 
then angels woke their midnight strains, *^ Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men ; *' but hereafter, above the crash and din 
of this world's dissolution, shall be heard the *^ voice of 
many waters,'' proclaiming to creation the t^iure oi 
its future rule. ^' Be still, and know that I am God: 
I will be exalted above the heathen, I will be exaked 
in the earth." He comes to reckon ; to summon before 
His tribunal all the nations of the earth, and to draw the 
wide and eternal mark of separation, ^^ between those 
that serve Gk^d, and those who serve Him not." He 
comes to reward ; to give to those that have fcdlowed 
Him here, *' and loved His i^ppearing," that crown of 
righteousness, which &deth not away. He comes to 
regenerate man and renovate nature ; the har^ notes 
of this world's strife shall sink in solemn stillness at 
His presence ; ^s voice shall hush every discord, and 
tune all to sweetest harmony ; and from out the ashe^ 
of a smouldering world, shall rise that soene of perfect 
holiness and peace, even ** A new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." He comes to 
reign ; a king, to reign in righteousness ; ^' on His head 
shall be many crowns," *^ going forth conquering and te 
conquer ; " '^ On His vesture and on His thigh a name 
written. King of kings, and Lord of lords;" His 
kingdom shall not be of this world, but all glorious^ 
high, eternal, even that which shall endure for ever 
and ever, even for ever and ever. He comes to receive 
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homage from creation, and honour from His Father^ 
and all shall be bountifully bestowed. Saints in 
adoring love shall cast their crowns at His feet, crying, 
**Thou art worthy.*' Angels shall praise Him in 
joyful strains, and wake again and again the wild nnd 
thrilling Alleluia. " Then shall the heaveais rejoice, 
and the earth be glad ; then shall the sea roar and the 
fulness thereof; then shall the field be joyful, and all 
that is therein ; then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the Lord," ^ But far above this chorus 
of joy, the Father's voice shall rise in solemn and 
majestic cadence, " Thy throne, O God, is f<wr ever and 
ever : the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sc^tre. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; 
therefore Grod, even thy Grod, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows." ^ 

Ah I perhaps you sa}^ all this is true, all this is very 
startling, very awful ; but it will not happen yet, there 
is plenty of time to think of these events at a future 
period. So said an ungodly world, in answer to 
Noah's oft repeated and solemn warnings, and what 
was the consequence, " they eat and drank, they married 
and were giv.en in marriage, until the fiood came aad 
swept them all away: ^ " So," says the Saviour, *' shall 

IT BE AT THE COMlNG OF THE SON OP MaN." 

Eighteen hundred years back, when John stood in the 
Isle of Patmos, a voice sounded from heaven, in these 
startling words, ^^ Behold, I come quickly:" eighteen 
hundred years have fled by into eternity since then, and 
we are eighteen centuries nearer its fulfilment. I say no^ 
thing as to the time when the Lord will come, for oon- 
» Pb. xcvi. 11—13. « Heb. i. 8, 9. 
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cerning that which is not revealed, we have no right even 
to conjecture: all I would urge is that the Signs of thb 
TmsSy which the Lord has bidden us observe, plainly 
tell us that " the night is far spent, and the day is at 
hand." The booming thunder which reaches us, even 
now, from the far off East, bearing on its echo the 
shout of victory, mingled with the piercing and 
agonising wail of the fatherless and widows ; the 
pestilence which just now stalked in the broad noonday 
around our very doors, hurrying away our nearest 
and dearest, regarding no rank and sparing no age ; 
the movements among God's ancient people Israel, in 
reference to the land which their forefathers trod, and 
which belongs to them by a right which the nations 
of the earth can never cancel ; the rapid march of every 
species of error and Infidelity, which will go on and on, 
until it ripens into that last terrible apostasy, headed by 
'* the Man of Sin ; " the increase of ungodliness, world- 
liness, and formalism, in opposition to vital, heartstir- 
ring, practical religion; all speak with an emphasis so 
startling, that a Christian must not disregard it : ''Be ye 
therefore ready also : for the Son of man cometh at 
an hour when ye think not."^ Yes, "Whbn tb 
THINK NOT." When the world is crying peace, peace, 
then, just as the mighty avalanche rolls down from the 
mountain's peak, overwhelming everything in its path : 
80 will the chariot of the Lord come, crashing through 
the air, bearing down every obstacle in its way. 
Then, rolling along the earth, will rise the wild shriek 
of despair from millions of lost ones. Not '' Where 
is the promise of His coming?" but ''who may abide 
^ Luke ziL 40. 
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tLe day of His coming, who can stand when He 
appeareth?" 

In the next place, we learn the effects of the Lord^s 
second advent^ on its as His redeemed. " We shall be 
like Him." , " Like Christ," t.c., both in soul and body j 
we shall be like Christ in soul, because then we shall 
be perfectly sanctified. Every believer in Jesus, is 
to a certain extent like Christ : " God has predesti- 
nated him to be conformed to the image of His Son."^ 
and no sooner do we apprehend Christ, by a saving 
faith, than this likeness is begun. But it is imper- 
fect, and always must and will be so on this side 
of eternity, because of the remains of sin in the re- 
generate ; not the reigning power of sin, but indwel- 
ling corruption, even that corruption which embitters 
our sweetest joys, and causes so much of mourning 
and sorrow in the hearts of those who truly love the 
Lord. But when Jesus shall appear, we shall be, like 
Him, perfectly holy. The kingdom within us will then 
be complete. The good work of grace will then be 
perfected. It will be the consummation of holiness. 
No more sin ! what a thought I No more sin 1 the 
conscience no more sullied ; the thoughts no more 
defiled ; the affections no more ensnared ; no more 
evil heart of unbelief, no more corruption within, no 
more temptation without : we shall be perfected in 
holiness, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, 
" presented faultless before the presence of the Lord, 
with exceeding joy." But do not mistake, when the 
Apostle says, we shall be like Christ, he means in our 
measure. *^ All our fresh springs will be in Him," then 
1 Bom. Tiii. 26. 
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as now. Clirist will be our all in all, then as now ; and 
just as now we draw out of His fulness grace for grace ; 
8O9 in His coming kingdom, when we shall see Him 
face to face, and know Him even as we are known^. 
we shall draw out of His fulness, glory for ^loiy . 

Again, we shall be like Christ, in hod^y ue., in our 
resurrection bodj. Christ has not only redeemed the 
souls of His people from hell, but He has also redeemed 
their bodies from the graye. '^He is made unto us 
wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification and 
redemption;"^ redemption meaning the redemption 
of the body; in which passage we see that the redemp- 
tion of soul and body are inseparably connected 
together. But that we shall be like Christ in body is 
placed beyond a doubt, by the words of St. Paul, 
"For our conversation is in heaven, from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned Uhe unto His glorious hody^ according to the 
mighty working, whereby He is able even to subdue 
all things unto Himself."^ Now, when the 
Apostle here speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ 
" changing our vile body ; '* he does not mean 
to say that we shall not rise in the same bodies 
as we possess now; but rather, that as the Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead in His own body, the same 
body, but immortal and glorified; so His saints 
shall rise again from the grave in their own bodies, the 
same bodies, but immortal, incorruptible, glorified, 
and, therefore^ '^like unto Christ's glorious body." 
And it is in this same sense that he speaks in another 
ilOor.i.30. apiiiLiii^20,21. 
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place : " Behold, I show you a mystery ; we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall be changedy in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet 
tkaM sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible^ 
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incormption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality;"^ where we see that the same change 
must pass over both those who are alive at Christ's 
coming, and those who sleep in Him; or, in other words, 
just as those who sleep in Him shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth from their last resting places in- 
corruptible; so those that live in Him "shall be caught 
up to meet Him in the air," changed from corruption 
into incormption, from mortality into immortality, like 
Christ in body and in soul, "to shine forth as the 
Bun in the kingdom of their Father," for ever and ever. 
But, closely connected with this, and, indeed, one of 
the sweetest features of coming glory, is, the mutual 
recognition and reunion of the saintSy of all past, pre- 
sent, and future generations. Scripture, if it does not 
speak expressly, yet it does not speak doubtfully con- 
cerning this great truth ; but seems clearly to reveal, 
that, both in a disembodied state and in the resur- 
rection state, the saints will recognise each other ; it 
is to the latter, however, that I must call special atten- 
tion, as connected with the appearing of Christ. Now 
see how clearly this truth is stated by St. Paul, when 
endeavouring to console the minds of those who were 
mourning for their departed kindred and friends. 
" But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
» 1 Cor. 17. 61--63. 
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even as others which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. For this 
we say unto you by the Word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words." * 
Here, then, the Apostle is seeking to soothe the grief of 
his Thessalonian converts, by assuring them of a future 
reunion of all those who sleep in Christ, and those who 
are alive at His coming; and, consequently, that though 
they grieved now, yet they would meet their departed re- 
latives again before the throne of God, to spend an eter- 
nity with their Lord, in those realms of sunshine and 
bliss, where God would wipe away all tears from off all 
faces, and where there would be no more adieus or heart 
broken farewells, because there would be no more 
death. This is the special hope to which the bereaved 
Christian is pointed, as a source of comfort in his 
sorrow ; but what possible consolation could it be to 
him to know that he should meet again those loved 
ones who have been torn from him here, if he should 
not know them ? It is the very thought of recognising 
those who were so dear, and whose memories can 
never be obliterated, that removes the bitterness 
VlThe68.1y. 13— 18. 
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of bereavement, and enables the tried believer to 
acquiesce, calmly and patiently, in his Father's will. 
" It is the Lord ; let Him do what seemeth Him 
good ; " " Not my will, but Thine be done." 

Again, the perfection of humledge^ to which we 
sball be advanced in the coming glory, implies the 
mutual recognition of the saints. What this perfection 
of knowledge will be, it is impossible to conceive, 
much less to explain. Doubtless, then, all the 
mysteries in God's purposes and providence, which 
have seemed so inscrutable to us, will be unfolded : 
doubtless, then all those sorrows, which well nigh broke 
our hearts, will be manifested to have been but means 
to an end, even our complete sanctification : doubtless, 
then, our intellectual capacities will take a range 
higher than an eagle's wing can soar, and be sanctified 
and perfected, beyond the power of the most vivid 
imagination to conceive. What is revealed concerning 
it is very little, but still that little is sufficient to show 
how perfect our knowledge must be, for "We shall 
know, EVEN AS we are known." ^ And, if this be so, 
is it reasonable to suppose that, in all other respects, 
our knowledge will be perfected, save in this one par- 
ticular, namely, the future recognition ? Is it reason- 
able to suppose that we shall possess a power now, 
which we shall not possess, in a far higher degree, in 
" the world to come ? " It cannot be. Is it not, 
therefore, fair to argue, thafc if we know one another 
here, we shall also recognise each other, when we 
stand together, "without fault, before the throne of 
God?" 

^ 1 Cor. sir. 12. 
B 
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Again, we may argue> the mutual recognition of the 
saints, from the fact, that then the communion of 
saints will he perfected. Even now, in this world of , 
darkness and sorrow, nothing causes greater happiness 
than the fellowship of holy minds. Christian sym- 
pathy removes half the bitterness of a Christian's 
sorrow ; and Christian friendship sweetens a Christian's 
onward course, through the wilderness. But, in the 
coming glory, this communion of the saints will be per- 
. fected ; then we shall have communion, not only with 
those we knew and loved here, but also with all the 
saints of God; for then will be the reunion of all 
believers in all ages, met together as the Bride of the 
Lamb. Sweet thought! we shall meet Abel the 
first, and Stephen the first Christian, martyr. We 
shall meet Enoch and Noah, who, in the midst of 
gigantic wickedness, "walked with God." We shall 
meet the aged and afflicted Job, who, in the midst of 
sorrow, could pierce, with the eye of faith, the dark 
shadow that overwhelmed him; and look on to that 
coming hour, when there should be no more sorrow, 
and no more pain. We shall meet Abraham and the 
patriarchs. We shall meet Isaiah, Daniel, and the 
prophets. We shall meet David, Israel's sweet 
Psalmist, and Hezekiah, Judah's righteoift King. 
We shall meet* Paul the persecuted, Peter the bold, 
John the beloved, and the rest of the apostles. We 
shall gaze upon the woma* who sat at Jesus' feet, the 
beggar reposing in Abraham's bosom, the thief remem- 
bered of his Lord. Husbands shall see again wives 
who slept in Jesus. Parents shall meet again children 
whom they so bewailed. Children shall rejoice in their 
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reunion with parents, who first taught them to love the 
Lord. Brother shall welcome sister, and sister shall 
welcome brother. All met together, robed in gar- 
ments washed in blood, to talk over past scenes and 
past experiences, and to sit down, amid the songs of 
heaven's angel choirs, " with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God." 

Once more, we maj argue the mutual recognition of 
the saints, from the reunion of Christian ministers and 
their Christian congregations. This is clearly laid 
down bj the Apostle, when writing to the Thes- 
salonians : *< For what is our hope, and joj, and 
crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming ? For ye are 
our glory and joy." ^ It was this glorious hope that 
animated the Apostle, so fully and so constantly, to 
preach Jesus; and it is this glorious hope that animates 
the Christian minister now to exalt Jesus, *^ Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man, in 
all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus." * Ah ! my friends, Christ Jesus and 
Him crucified, is the believing minister's only theme. 
It is by holding Him up crucified before the eyes of 
men, that sinners are reconciled to God, and thus 
become " a people prepared for the Lord." And, oh ! 
what a theme it is ! One which tunes angels' harps, 
and swells the songs of the spirits of the just. What a 
theme ! He is so powerful that He can break Satan's 
yoke, and let the captive go free. He is so gracious, 
that He stoops to the most miserable and lost, and bids 
them, in sweetest tones of mercy, to come to Him, and 
1 1 These. iL 19, 20. * CoL i 28. 

B 2 
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" He will in no wise cast them out." He is so loving, 
that He stripped Himself of His surpassing glory, and 
gave Himself a ransom for us. He is so faithful, that 
not one of His promises shall ever fall to the ground. 
He is "the same yesterday, today, and for ever." This 
is the theme which touches the sinner's heart ; this is 
the theme which wins the sinner's soul ; this is the 
theme which the Holy Ghost delights to honour ; this 
is the theme which glorifies the Father ; and wherever 
there is a living ministry, this will be the living theme, 
witnessed to by living testimony ; and, though the rude 
shock of death may seal the minister's lips, and his 
happy spirit pass away to the bosom of the Saviour he 
loved, and so faithfully preached ; yet there is a bright 
hope to his children left behind, ^'begotten through 
the Gospel,*' that he will meet them again in the world 
to come, to present them before the throne of God, 
" perfect in Christ Jesus." 

And here for one moment I would pause ; it may 
be asked by some, what practical influence can this 
mutual recognition of the saints have upon our lives ? 
I answer, that this hope to a Christian, is a comforting, 
sanctifying, and heaven-attracting hope, and one which 
makes us long for our home beyond the skies. It may 
be, I speak now to a Christian family into which death 
has found an entrance, and separated ties the fondest 
and most dear; perhaps the head of the family is 
gone, passed away to be with Christ. You watched 
around that dying bed, hallowed as it was by the pre- 
sence of the Lord; all was calmness, hope, and peace ; 
you gazed upon the pallid cheek, and gazing, you 
learned the sad reality, that you were a widow and 
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fatherless. But oh, heartbreaking as was the separa- 
tion, yet what comfort is there in the thought ! He 
is now before the throne. He is all safe, "where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest;" the love which he bore you 
here, is perfected there ; he waits, he longs for you to 
come, he beckons you homewards, to join with him in 
praises to the Lamb. The very thought that he is 
there, so pure, so holy, so glorious, is a sanctifying 
thought, urging you onwards to follow him, even as 
he followed Christ. The very thought that he is 
there, whom you so fondly loved, is a thought that 
attracts towards heaven, and makes you long to be 
there. Oh, how graphically and sublimely is this 
heaven-attracting thought described by the poet, whom 
had he never penned another word, yet would have 
rendered himself for ever immortal : — 

'' Is it not sweet to think hereafter, 
When the spirit leaves this sphere, 
Love, with deathless wings shall waft her, 
To those she long hath mourned for here ; 

" Hearts from which 'twas death to sever, 
Eyes this world can ne'er restore, 
There, as warm, as bright as ever. 
Shall meet ns, and be lost no more ! 

" Oh ! if no other hope were given, 

To keep onr hearts from wrong or stain, 
Who would not seek to reach a heaven, 
Where all we love shall live again." 

This leads us now to the brief contemplation of the 
last clause in the text, in which we have the reason 
given, for the redeemed being like Christ in their 
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fature glory, " for we shall see Him as He is." Now, 
here we are tanght, that whaiever glory Christ pos- 
tessesy His people one day will witness it. It was for 
this, that the Lord Jesns Himself prayed so earnestly 
just before His betrayal, *' Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am ; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given Me ; for thou lovedst Me before the foundation 
of the world."' Now, Jesus' glory is veiled from our 
mortal gaze, we could not bear to look upon it ; but 
when He shall appear, bringing with Him those whose 
lives have been hid with Him in Grod, then we shall 
behold Him in unveiled glory; we shall gaze in 
rapture upon that before which '^heaven and earth 
shall flee away ; " for we shall have come to the perfect 
man, ^* to the full measure of the stature of Christ ;" 
then, no longer shall *^ we see through a glass darkly, 
but face to face; " then, no longer shall "we know in 
part, but know even as we are known.** 

But not only will the redeemed be witnesses of 
Christ's glory, but it wiU be their greatest happiness to 
behold it. How simply and beautifully is this shown 
in the words of John the Baptist. " He that hath the 
bride, is the bridegroom, but the friend of the bride- 
groom which standeth and heareth him, r^oiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice; this my 
joy therefore is fulfilled." * The glory of the Heavenly 
Bridegroom, is that which fills His redeemed ones with 
the deepest joy. They have been delivered from 
every sorrow, but they think only of Jesus as their 
deliverer. They have been saved from all their 
> John xrii. 24. > John iii. 29. 
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sinSy but they are ever showing forth, that it is the 
honour of Jesus that is great in their salvation. They 
have bright and blessed hopes, and are gladdened with 
the thought, that they shall know more and more of 
God ; but all their hopes, and all their joyous thoughts 
are connected with Jesus. In heaven, ^' Christ is all in 
all ; " He is the loved of every heart, the praised of every 
tongue. In heaven, the atonement of Jesus is the theme 
of everlasting song. In heaven, Jesus is everything 
to its bright and blessed inhabitants. There are bright 
angels there, and brighter archangels ; but the feeling 
of every one is, not to think of the glory of angels, nor 
to admire the brighter glories of archangels, but to 
think of the glory of Jesus, and to vie with each other 
in crowning Him Lord of alL There are many there 
who have honour, and glory, and power, and wisdom, 
and strength. But neither glorified saints nor angels 
stop to talk of their own glories or distinctions. They 
ascribe, '^ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power," 
not unto us, but "unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever." 

Yet once more, the expression, seeing Him as 
He is, is connected with conformity to Him. " We 
shall be Hke Him, fob we shall see Him as He 
is.'* It is clearly implied here, that there will 
be an influence in beholding the Saviour as He is, 
which will tend to make us ^HikeJHim^** or to transform 
us into His image. Th^ thought is one of great 
bjBauty, but almost indescribable ; although the allusion 
would appear to be, to the effect which was produced 
by looking into an ancient mirror. These mirrors 
were made of burnished metal, and so bright were they, 
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that the reflection from them was of the intensest 
kind ; conseqnentlj, when a strong light was thrown 
on them, the rajs woold be cast by reflection on the 
face of him who looked on the mirror, and it would 
become brightlj illuminated. The idea here is^ that 
just as a man, looking upon one of these mirrors, would 
have his countenance illuminated, by a reflected light ; 
so would the redeemed, bj gazing on the face of a 
glorified Saviour, have His glory reflected on their 
faces, and thus become changed into Hb image, from 
glory to glory, like Christ, the bright and happy par- 
takers of that kingdiHn ^ prepared before the foundation 
of the world," for those who love the Lord. 
y J^The subject speaks to professing Christians in 
general, and asks this solemn question, Are you the 
I sons of God ? not sons in name, or external privilege, 
j but sons in reality, sealed by the Holy Ghost unto the 
I day of redemption ? This is no trifling question, and 
j one that needs much heart examination, before it be 

I answered. Scripture places before you a text, and 
4| conscience can apply it, ^^ As many as are led by the 7 

I I Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."* By this 
Y text you must stand or fall in the day of the Lord ; oh, 

apply it at once ; if the Holy Ghost be absent from your 
heart, then you are not a son of God, in the Scripture 
sense of the term ; and remember to be only one 
nominally, is to be excluded from God's kingdom, for 
" Not every one that saith »nto Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven."^ 

In the next place, the subject appeals to believers 
> Bom. yiii. 14. ' Matt. vii. 21. 
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indeed, and in the language of caution, ^^ Seeing then 
that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God? " ^ " What manner of persons ought 
ye to be?" Solemn and impressive language; the 
event for which we long, and for which we wait, is 
one which will introduce us into a scene of perfect, 
uninterrupted, and everlasting glory. What manner 
of persons ought we therefore to be ? " following after 
holiness;" "purifying ourselves, even as Christ is 
pure ; " " growing in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Jesus," until we are presented "faultless before His 
presence with exceeding joy." 

And the subject also speaks to unbelievers in general, 
and in language of aioful warning ; for that which will 
be a day of unutterable joy to the saint, will be a day 
of terrible vengeance to those " who know not God, . 
r and who obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus / 
I Christ." " Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him."^ You may despise 
the Saviour now, you may scorn to look on Him whom 
you have pierced now, but you must behold Him then ; 
" Every eye shall see Him, and they also who pierced 
Him : and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of Him.'* * . Appalling moment ! then " the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and 
1 2 Pet. iii 11, 12. » Jude 14, 15. » Iter. i. 7. 
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the chief captains, and the mighty men, and everj bond- 
man, and every free man, shall hide themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the mountains : and shall saj to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
THE WBATH OF THE Lamb."^ Trcmendous hour! 
it will be the end of all things. The end of broken 
and violated Sabbaths, the end of invitations of mercy, 
the end of the day of grace, the end of all oj^por- 
tunities, the end of every warning, the end of every 
hope. Awful time I oh^ ere it dawns upon a startled 
world, hear on the one hand, how piercingly distinct 
is the warning addressed to you, ** Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light ;''^ and on the other, the invitation of 
Him who is stiU a loving and all powerful Saviour, 
^'Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth : for I am God, and there is none else."^ 
> Benr. vi 15, 16. » Bph. v. 14. » Isaiah xlv. 22. 
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JjTtkb xex. 41, 42. 

* ijn> WHXK HX WAS OOME VXAB, HE BEHELD THE CITT, AlTD 
WEPT OVBB IT, SATnra, IP THOU HADST KKOWIT, EVEK 
THOTT, AT LEAST IS THIS THY DAT, THE THINGS WHICH 
BELONG UNTO THY PEACE ! BT7T NOW THEY ABE HID PSOM 
THINE EYES.*' 



Thebe were but very few days of triumph in the 
Saviour's life on earth, and this was one of them. 
The scene here described took place during the last 
public entry of our blessed Lord into Jerusalem. 
The circumstances were altogether of an exciting 
nature* He had just been performing a miracle of 
power and mercy in the healing of the blind man, and 
also a miracle of power and grace in the conversion 
of Zaccheus, the publican and extortioner. His fame 
had abeady reached the city, and multitudes had 
flocked to the spot, eager to hear those words of 
eloquence and power, such as never fell from mortal 
lips. He was now proceeding towards Jerusalem, 
arrayed according to the prediction of ancient pro- 
phecy, which was thus receiving its fulfilment : " Tell 
ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh 
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unto tbee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt 
the foal of an ass.** ^ His disciples, His friends, and 
the multitude, in a state of great enthusiasm, were 
spreading their garments in the way, and breaking 
down branch^s^ from the palm-trees, waved them in 
the air, rending tlifc^yery vault of heaven with their 
loud and thrilling acclaShations, '^ Blessed be the King 
that cometh in the name oH]^e Lord ; peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest." The sound of His tri- 
umphant approach was borne on the winds to the 
city itself, and other multitudes issuing from its gates 
hastened forth to meet the King of Zion, and to join 
in the wild strain of rapturous exultation, ** Hosannah 
to the Son of David ; Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord; Hosannah in the highest." 
But, whilst all were rejoicing, Jesus was weeping; 
those exulting thousands seemed to be unnoticed by 
Him ; their hosannahs of gladness touched no chord 
of sympathy in His soul. His eye was on Jerusalem, 
God's ancient city ; He saw her stretched before Him 
in her glory ; He looked on her temple, whose lofty 
pinnacles were towering to the sky; He gazed on 
her beautiful buildings, gorgeous in the sunlight ; He 
beheld her compassed in with mountains, a fit emblem 
of the way in which Jehovah had been wont to gird 
her round ; He saw Himself crucified and slain, Jeru- 
salem desolate and waste, her now proud inhabitants 
wanderers over the face of the earth, a byword and 
reproach ; He knew that midnight darkness, the dark- 
ness of sin and unbelief, was closing in upon her, that 
her day of grace was gone, her hour of judgment was 
^ Matt. XXL 5. 
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at hand ; and He wept I ah ! and mingled with those 
tears, so bitter and so sorrowful. His lips pour forth the 
intensity of His sorrow, in words of complaining but 
touching pathos, " If thoi; hadst known, even thou, at 
least in this thy day, the things which belong to thy 
peace : but now they are hid from thine eyes," " O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which^lfillest the prophets, and 
stonest them that are sent^^to thee ; how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not ! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and 
verily I say unto you. Ye shall not see me, until the 
time come when ye shall say. Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord." ^ 

But it is not in reference to the Lord's weeping 
over the waning glory of Jerusalem that I would call 
attention, but rather to that which is of much more 
individual and practical moment, even to those bitter 
tears of agony which Jesus wept over the lost. My 
friends, Christ cannot change; His love is ever the^ 
same ; His compassion without variableness ; " He is 
the same yesterday, today, and for ever; " and He 
who could show such pity for Jerusalem, feels the 
same pity for the obstinate and dying now. It is to 
them, as individuals, that He speaks in accents so 
sorrowful : " If thou wouldst know, even ihou^ at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace ! but soon they will be hid from thine eyes." 

An important question at once arises here, Wht did 
Jesus weep oveb the lost? 

1 Luke xiii 84, 35. 
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In the first place, He wept because they would not 
know the things which belonged to their pecuie. And 
wliat are they ? In one word, they are the Gospel ; 
" the glorious Gospel of the blessed God; " the ever- 
lasting Gospel of the grace of God ; that which holds 
up before the eyes of a fallen world Christ Jesus, and 
Him crucified ; which stands forth like a bright beacon 
in the midst of surrounding gloom, exalting the Lord 
of Glory, manifesting Him, to the wandering sheep as 
the Wat by which he may return back again to a sin- 
pardoning God, to the doubting and trembling one as 
the Truth, and to the dying and lost as the Life; 
that Gospel which speaks of light and life, of joy and 
peace, of hope and salvaticKi, to the most wretched and 
despairing, even the " the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth." These, then, are the 
things which belong to the sinner's peace, to our indi- 
vidual peace; and these are the things, believe me, 
which will rise up, as awful witnesses for the lost 
one's condemnation, when the great white throne shall 
be set, and the books opened ; when, far above those 
wild and despairing shrieks, "Lord, Lord, have we 
I not prophesied in thy name, and in thy ''name done 
many wonderful works ? " there shall rise that voice, 
so calm, so majestic, but so condemning, Sinner, I 
judge thee not ; the things which belonged to thy 
peace, which thou so obstinately rejected, my Gospel, 
]1 my everlasting Word, that which I gave thee as thy 
/I lamp and light, the same is thy judge ; by that Gospel 
n thou standest condemned and undone. "Depart; I 
never knew you." Depart, a castaway from Mb for 
ever, "because thou hast cast away the law of the 
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Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One 
of Israel." 1 

But it is important to see how the Gospel belongs 
to our peace. It belongs to our pecuse of conscience 
now. Slifled conyiction and a conscience lulled into 
indifference and carelessness is not peace. True, it is 
the peace on which the world is resting, and in which 
Satan rejoices ; but it is only " peace, peace, where there 
is no peace,*' a foundation of sand, a broken reed, a 
refuge of lies. But there is a peace which the Gospel 
can give, calm, sure, and eternal ; a peace which can 
enable the Christian to go on his way, under all cir- 
cumstances and in all difficulties^ still rejoicing, because 
it is a peace which has for its consummation a blessed 
and glorious immortality. Do I address a sinner 
conscious of his sinfulness in the sight of a holy 
God, one whose heart the Spirit of God has touched, 
one whose secret windings of the soul have been 
pierced by the sharp arrow of conviction, and who, 
under th^ first sense of that spirit-stirred awaken- 
ing, is asking the piercing question, "Wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord?** Ah! listen. The 
Gospel answers the question: it tells you how that 
bitterness of soul may be calmed ; it tells you how that 
dread of hell may be changed into longing for heaven ; 
it tells you how those sins, which now seem a burden 
too intolerable to be borne, may be cleansed away, and 
for ever forgiven ; and it tells you how your now 
terror-stricken conscience may be at peace. Do I hear 
the whispering and anxious voice, How can these things 
be ? I answer, the Gospel places before your very 

1 188, T. 24. 
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eyes a Saviour lifted up upon the cross, crucified for 
you. It shows you, that that salvation, for which you 
long, has been wrought out fully, freely, and perfectly, 
on Calvary. It manifests to your fainting soul a robe 
all pure and spotless, clothed in which you at once 
become both an inheritor of, and " meet for, the inh^t- 
ance of the saints in light ;" *^ accepted in the Beloved," 
"all fair,** all pure, all lovely, "without spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing ;" accepted, not because of any merit 
or righteousness of your own, but simply and only 
because " God hath made Him to be sin who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him." Here, then, is the secret of a conscience at 
rest ; it is the being at peace with God, the realization 
that God is our reconciled Father in Christ Jesus ; 
that our sins are pardoned, blotted out, and never more 
td be remembered against us. This is peace, real 
peace, the earnest of that perfect peace which shall fill 
the souk of those that love the Lord, in the realms of 
everlasting day. 

Agam, the Gk)spel belongs to our peace in the hour 
of trouble; an hour which continually assails the godly 
and ungodly alike. " Man is bom to trouble^ as the 
sparks fly upward ; '* in a word, trial and affliction are 
the lot of humanity. And, oh! when the storm bursts, 
in all its wild and raging fury, upon the unconverted, 
what a scene of desolation is theirs I They have no 
Bock on which to lean ; no deep hiding place from the 
overwhelming waterflood; no shadow in that scorching 
heat ; no covert from the roaring tempest. All around 
them is darkness and gloom; all within them perplexity 
and despair. And why is this ? Ah I because they 
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know not " the things which belong to their peace ; ** 
they have never sought a Saviour; and, therefore, 
they know not the blessing of an interest in that 
Saviour, in the hour of sorrow. How miserable, how 
terrible the reality, to be crushed to the earth beneath* 
a load of trouble, and yet to have no Saviour on which 
to cast our burden. How terrible the thought, to have 
no peace with God, when the storm bursts. It is the 
consciousness of being at peace with God, which 
alone enables the Christian to endure unrepiningly '^ 
the greatest sorrows, or the bitterest persecutions ; ( 
it is the realisation that Christ is my Saviour, my^| 
Friend, my hope, my all, that can make me rise above 1 
the waves of sorrow which roll over my soul ; because, j 
as a Christian, leaning on my Beloved, and '^ casting 
all my care on Him who careth for me," I may catch, 
amid the gloom, that voice of sustaining peace and 
upholding mercy, addressed, not to me only, but to 
every tempest tossed child of God: "Come, My 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee : hide thyself as it were for a little 
I moment, until the indignation be overpast." ^ ' 

Again, the Gospel belongs to our peace in the hour 
of death. A sinner may live without Christ, and. 
be indifferent to it ; but he cannot die without Christ, 
and at the same time die in peace; it is the presence of 
Jesus alone around the dying bed, that can spread the 
hallowed balm of peace on the departing spirit ; it is 
the presence of Jesus alone in the dark valley, that 
oan remove the sting and dread of death ; it is the 
being encircled in the everlasting arms, and comforted 
^ Isaiah xxvL 20. 
8 
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by the Holy Ghost, that makes death but a Christian's 
repose, a falling asleep in Jesus. Oh I believe me, 
unless our eyes have seen God's great salvation, 
there can be no departing in peace. My friends, 
we are all dying and immortal creatures, fast hurrying 
into eternity. " It is appointed unto men once to die." 
" What is our life ? It is but a vapour, which quickly 
passeth away, and we are gone." But this is not alL 
It is the great reality beyond the tomb, that we are 
called most to reflect on. ^' After death the Judg- 
ment : " a judgment, at which He who is now a willing 
Saviour, will be the all-powerful and unerring Judge. 
It la possible, while in health and strength, and while 
the last enemy seems far away, to live on, careless and 
indifferent to these things ; but, oh ! when you come 
to lie down on the bed of death, to know that you 
never more can leave that bed, except for your lon^ 
last, and cheerless home ; when you realize that time^ 
its misspent moments, its unheeded warnings, and its 
lost opportunities, are fast fading from your grasp, 
and * that eternity, with its awful, invisible, but 
terrible, realities, is fast unfolding to your para- 
lyzed vision ; when you feel that, in a few moments, 
you must be ushered into the presence of your 
God, unjustified, unsanctified, and unpardoned ; 
when that horrible dread shall seize your soul, 
because the day of your calamity has c<»ne : 
Ah ! then you will understand the deep earnest love, 
which was expressed by Jesus, in those weeping 
accents, "If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong to thy peace." • 
Then you will see that these things did^ indeed, belong * 
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to your peace ; then you will understand why the 
ministers of Christ sought so earnestly to persuade you 
to become reconciled to God; then you would give 
worlds to have but a few years of the past to live over 
again ; then with what despairing agony will you seek 
for those things, which, alas ! perhaps then, are for 
ever hidden from your eyes. Appalling thought ! 
to sink into hell, a suicide, a rejecter of salvation ; 
to hear floating through those regions of eternal 
darkness and enduring woe, the fitful and mournful 
wail of a despairing conscience, " If thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belonged to thy peace ; but now they 
are hidden from thine eyes ; " ah ! and hidden for 
ever. 

Fellow sinner, why is it that you will not know the 
things which belong to your peace? Why is it you 
reject Christ, your only peace ? Why is it you neglect 
so great salvation ? " Oh, that you would be wise ; oh, 
that you would consider your latter end." Oh, that 
you would reflect, that you are living as volunteers in 
the vast army of the Prince of this world, wearing his 
uniform, obeying his signals, and willingly engaging 
in his degrading service ; and can you prosper ? Can 
you live in avowed hostility to the Prince of Peace ? 
Can you engage against the great Captain of your sal* 
vation ? Can yon die like Balaam of old, fighting in 
the ranks of the Lord's enemies, and yet expect to 
wave the palm of victory, to wear the crown of "^ife, 
and to inherit the throne of glory ? No, it cannot, 
may not be; the sentence which will one day be 
uttered, is even now recorded, and he that runneth 
8 2 
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may read, ** Out of thine own mouth will I judge 
thee, thou wicked servant.'* '^ Those mine enemies, 
who would not that I should* reign oyer them, bring 
them hither, and slay them before me.* 

In the next place, Christ wept over the lost, because 
they despised their day of grace. ^'If thou wouldst 
know, even thou, at least in this thy day^ the things 
which belong to thy peace." Ah, every sinner has his 
day of grace. The saints in heaven had their day of 
grace; in it, they sought the Lord, and ^'therefore 
they are without fault before the throne of Grod." 
The lost ones in hell had their day of grace ; oh, how 
earnestly did Jesus plead with them again and again, 
** if thou wouldst know, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong to thy peace ; ** but they 
scorned a Saviour's tears, they despised a Saviour^s 
blood, and therefore are they for ever unpardoned, and 
unsaved. The living have their day of grace, and 
when is it ? I answer, now ; the present moment is 
our individual day of grace. '^ Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."^ 
I pray you, notice the force of this passage ; it speaks 
only of this present instant, not of something future ; 
it points not to sickness, old age, or a deathbed; it 
does not say, soon wUl he^ but " now is the accepted 
time." Indeed, throughout God's Word, there is a 
special warning against delay ; today alone is insisted 
on, as that only on which we can reckon ; tomorrow 
is shrouded in the mysteries of the future. " Today, 
whilst it is called today, harden not your hearts." 
** Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest 
> 2 Cor.Yi2. 
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not what a day may bring forth." ^ " Acquaint now 
thyself with God, and be at peace with Him."^ 
" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest."* 
" I must work the works of Him that sent me, while 
it is day ; the night cometh, when no man can work."* 
From these passages, it is plain, that our individual 
day of grace is the present moment ; and that it is our 
duty to act as if our salvation hung upon it, and if 
neglected, would pass by us for ever. 

But there are certain special seasons, which may be 
termed more peculiarly days of grace, seasons which 
speak more emphatically than others, *^ It is time to 
seek the Lord." And what are these? 1. The season 
of youth. "Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth." ^ Youth is a peculiar season of grace, 
because the mind at that time is more alive to good 
impressions, the heart is soft and unhardened by 
habitual sin, the conscience is tender, and the affections 
warm ; but if this season is neglected, as the sinner 
grows in years, so does sin become more a habit, the 
heart becomes harder, repentance less easy, and salva- 
tion further off. Children, I intreat you, let not your 
youth pass away unimproved ; that precious time which 
flies by so unceasingly into the measureless and un- 
fathomable eternity, can never be recalled, it is passed, 
and passed for ever. It is time for you now to seek 
the Lord, to wash your robes and make them white 
in the blood of the Lamb ; the world will tell you, 

1 Prov. xxvii. 1. » Job xrii 21. » Ecd. ix. 10. 
4 John ix. 4 ' Eod. xiL 1« 
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there is time enough yet, that you are too young to 
think of these things ; but, oh I believe it not, this is 
bat the artifice of Satan, the liar and murderer of the 
soul ; you are not too young to die, and therefore not 
too young to seek the Saviour ; Jesus loves to see a 
little child upon its knees; Jesus loves to hear an 
infant sing ; He loves to hear His own praises perfected 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, and it is to 
the young in years, that He has given His special 
promise. '^ I love them that love Me ; and they that 
seek me eablt shall find Me."^ Parents, are you 
training your children for heaven ? Are you teaching 
them in their lisping years to know their Saviour ? 
Your children belong not to you, they are God's gift to 
you, " The Lord has given, and He will take away ;" 
to Him, therefore, you are responsible. Ah, how 
know you, but that on your example, may be hanging 
the everlasting weal or woe of the child you love ? 
How terrible to meet in hell one whom you loved with 
all a parent's fondness, and over whom you lavished 
all the tenderest endearments; how terrible to feel 
that you are chargeable for that child's loss ; that had 
you trained him otherwise, he would never have come 
to that pit of woe. How awful to be followed 
throughout eternity, by his agonizing reproaches, 
charging you, his father, his mother, you who loved him 
so dearly, you who sacrificed everything for him, you 
who would have shed your life's blood for him, charging 
you, that you have been guilty of his utter undoing ; 
that you never told him of his soul's immortal value ; 
that you never taught him to pray, or sought to lead 
^ ProT. viii, 17. 
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him to Christ; that he is lost, undone, wretched, 
despairing sunk to everlasting misery, and that you 
are his murderers. Oh, save yourselves from such a 
scene, train your children for heaven, bring them to 
Christ, lead them to the fold of the Lamb ; tell them 
of that Saviour who invites so tenderly the little 
ones to come into the pastures of His love, '' Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

Again, the being blessed tvUh a gospel ministry^ is a 
special season of grace. Jerusalem had been blessed 
with this privilege ; for centuries she had had commit- 
ted unto her the oracles of God : Prophets bad preached 
unto hfer the things which belonged to her peace. 
Jesus Himself had stood in the midst of the guilty city, 
and in tones of thrilling love, had invited the lost to 
come to Him for peace. ^' If any man thirst, let him 
come to Me and drink." Oh what a day of grace was 
that, when the Lord of Glory Himself was the preacher, 
but alas ! alas ! Jerusalem disregarded the voice of the 
Saviour, she knew not the day of her visitation ; her 
blessings and privileges were taken from her; and 
the things which belonged to her peace for ever hidden 
from her eyes. My friends, Jerusalem is not singular 
in her responsibility : wherever the Gospel of Jesus is 
faithfully preached ; wherever the Atonement is un- 
folded in all its simplicity and fulness, there, there is a 
corresponding responsibility, resting upon those within 
its reach ; it is a special means of grace, and must 
prove either ** a savour of life unto life, or a savour of 
death unto death." Oh how sad, to live in the midst of 
Gospel light and privileges, a stranger to Christ I how 
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awful to let sach opportunities of mercy pass by un- 
improved ; how terrible to die within the piercing 
sound of Gospel truth, unawakened and unsaved ! Can 
you, dear fellow sinners, rest contented with merely 
hearing the Gospel of Christ, without feeling any 
desire to practise it ? Can you hear of Jesus* weeping 
love, without longing to know such a Saviour ? Can 
you be told of the path of holiness, its happiness, and 
its glorious end, and yet have no desire to be holy ? 
In one word, are you content to be careless and in- 
different in the midst of Gospel privileges ? if so, how 
wretched! how inexcusable must you be! why **it 
will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
day of judgment than for you." " The very men of 
I^ineveh will rise up in judgment against you, and 
condemn you, for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas, and behold a greater than Jonas is here." 

Once more : when the Holy Spirit inwardly strives 
with the souly is a special season of grace. And who 
has not, at one time or other, experienced these inward 
strivings ? Who has not felt, may be, when placed on 
the bed of dangerous sickness, the full force of that truth, 
"Here we have no abiding city," and sought with 
well nigh despairing earnestness to find " one to come.'' 
Who has not trembled in the hushed and silent hour of 
night, when the still small voice of conscience, reasoned 
with the soul of ^* righteousness, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come ? " Who has not caught a glimpse, at 
times, of the desperate wickedness of his heart, and his 
lost and undone condition without a Saviour? Who 
has not, when sitting beneath some powerful and 
awakening ministry, heard truths spoken by the 
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preacher painfully suited to his condition, and warn- 
ings addressed as if to him individually ? And what are 
these ? but the inward strivings of God's Holy Spirit, 
warning the sinner to " escape for his life, lest he be 
consumed ;" and speaking with an emphasis, both start- 
ling and encouraging, ^' Seek ye the Lord while He 
may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near." ^ 
And oh, what tremendous importance does this special 
season of grac6 assume, when we recollect that God has ^ 
distinctly spoken, " My Spirit shall not always strive ( 
with man." It is possible, alas, as Scripture plainly i 

1 shows, so habitually and wilfully to stifle all conviction ; 
so to sin against light and C/Onscience ; so to trample on 
and '^ crucify afresh the Son of God, and put Him to an ^ 
I open shame ; " so " to do despite to the Spirit of grace ;" | 
that that Spirit becomes vexed, grieved, and ultimately * 
quenched. Noah's dove, when she was sent forth from 
the ark into that inhospitable and boundless waste of 
waters, returned again and again, but at last returned 
no more : so the Holy Spirit driven forth from the 
sinner's soul, returns again and again, striving to bring 
him as a responsible creature, to look to the Saviour 
who has bought him ; but when rejected again and 
again. He at last gives the sinner up, to fill up the 
awful measure of his iniquity ; to ^^ treasure up wrath 
I against the day of wrath ; " and writes against him in the 
) awful book of God*8 remembrance, the fearful and never 
to be oblUerated record of his guilt and obstinacy, ^'he ^ 
hath turned to idols, let him alone.** Ah I my friends, 
^ the world's day of grace is fast drawing to a close ; the 
message of salvation to fallen humanity will soon be a 
^ leaiah ly. 6. 
T 
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Bound unknown ; the hour of salvation will soon have 
passed by for ever; the day of judgment will soon 
dawn ; soon will be given the fearful command to the 
angelic hosts, " Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is 
ripe ; " soon, in echos of piercing distinctness, will rise 
the wailing cry of millions, " Behold, the bridegroom 
Cometh." How solemn the question, Are we ready ? 
Shall we be among the children of the kingdom, in that 
hour ? The day, alone will declare it. 
X, X Itt the last place, Christ wept over the lost, because 
He saw thai they would wUfidly perish. "1£ thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace I but now they are 
hid from thine eyes.** Jesus is willing to save ! even 
the very worst of sinners : oh ! would He have wept 
over Jerusalem such bitter tears, had He wished her 
to perish ? Would He have addressed her in such i 
tones of broken love, and yearning tenderness, had He / 
willed her ruin ; "If thou hadst known, even thou ? **\ 
Ah» no ! nor is He changed now : He is just the same 
Saviour now as when He stood upon the Mount. " His 
arm is not shortened, that it cannot save : His ear is 
not heavy, that it cannot hear." He speaks now to you, '> 
who are rejecting His blood, and despising His tears, 
in tones of the tenderest love, -^SO if thou wouldst know 
the things which belong to thy peace." If you are 
lost, if you sink into hell, the fault and guilt are all your 
own ; your blood is on your own head j you are not 
lost because Jesus cannot or will not save you, but 
because you will not be saved, " You will not come to 
Christ, that you might have life." Jesus wills not 
your death j He would that you should come to the 
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knowledge of the truth; He knows all the terrors of 
hell^ the utter loneliness and misery of the blackness 
of darkness for ever; He knows the full extent of 
horror included in those three words, A Lost Soul, a 
Lost Self. How often would He have gathered 
you into His fold ; how often has He wept over you, 
"O that thou hadst known," but ye would not. 
O Christless souls, see your dreadful condition, you are 
wilful and determined rejecters of salvation. Ye will 
not. Think of the agony of a sleepless conscience in 
hell ; think how bitter will be the thought of Christ's 
compassionate mercy then, to know that He would have 
saved you, but that you would not ; think how fear- 
ful will these words sound in your ears, as you sink 
helplessly and hopelessly lost, ^'O that thou hadst 
known." Flee, I implore you to this compassionate ^ i 
[ Saviour, before the things which belong to your peace 
I be hopelessly and irretrievably hidden from your eyes. 
I Scorn not His words of pleading entreaty, despise not 
/ His weeping love ; flee to Him as you are, for He died 
to save you ; flee to Him as you are, for He longs to 
receive you ; flee to Him as you are, for " Him that 
Cometh unto Him, He will in nowise cast out." 

APR 15 '^'^ 
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JBy the iome Author, 
" The Great Adversary." 3«. 6i. cloth. 



" Essential Truths." is. cloth. 

" What ailbth Thee ?" A Question for a Believer, 
Id. 

" What ailbth Thee ?" A Question for a Sinner. \d. 

" The Lord's Table." 2d. 
" This do in remembranoe of me." 

"The Waverer ; or, almost persuaded." \d. 

" Lying Abhorred." A Solemn Warning addressed 
to the Untruthful. Id. 

" Trouble, and its Remedy." \d. 

"Peter Denying, Peter Convicted, Peter Repenting." 
Id. 

" The Procrastinator.'* Id. 

" The Burden Bearer." \d. 
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WxxTXXiM and Macintosh, 24, Patemoster-iow, London. 
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